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3 - Southland Native Shelterbelt Planting
Why Create a Native Shelterbelt?

It provides dense shelter from ground level up

It looks attractive, with a variety of textures and colours, shapes and heights

It provides wildlife habitat and attracts native birds.

It provides a small piece of forest or a wildlife corridor

After initial establishment, it is largely maintenance free. It does not need topping.
By using locally sourced native plants you will have more chance of the plants being
adapted to local conditions and climate, i.e. eco-sourcing

Eco-sourcing means sourcing plants from your local area. Plants sourced from the local area
are better adapted to conditions there, are more likely to survive and will help to preserve the
distinctiveness of plants from the region. As a general principle select plants from seeds
collected as close as possible to where you want to plant. As a minimum standard use seeds
or plants from within the region e.g. Southland region.

Key Design Features

Plants may be planted in groups, or randomly placed (see profile over page for example of
plant spacing). The plants recommended for the exposed edge are those which are hardy to
wind. However, the Olearia species are not as frost hardy as the other species.

Pittosporum species (black mapou and lemonwood) are generally used more abundantly
than other species in the shelterbelt. It is important that plants which will grow to a large
height are not used. Wider multi-row belts are more successful than single row belts as each
plant supports and protects its neighbours. Where the shelterbelt is next to a fence,
windbreak cloth may be attached to the fence to provide protection for the plants in their initial
stages.

Native Shelterbelt Profile

Example of Plants
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(Environment Canterbury and Lincoln University, 2003)
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e provide shelter and food increase
biodiversity

e recreate natural habitats with local
plant species

protect livestock, land and crops
reduce erosion and run off
improve landscape values
provide a buffer between farmland
and watercourses

minimal maintenance

o Wineberry ~ makomako ( Aristotelia
serrata)

e Cabbage tree ~ ti kouka (Cordyline
australis)

e Broadleaf ~ kapuka/papauma
(Griselina littoralis)

o Koromika (Hebe salicifolia)

® New Zealand flax ~ harakeke
(Phormium tenax)

® Lemonwood ~ tarata (Pittosporum

eugenioides

® Mingimingi/mikimiki (Coprosma
propinqua)

e Tree fuchsia ~ kotukutuku (Fuchsia
excorticata)

o Koromuka ~ (Hebe elliptica)

e Olearia species

® Mapou ~ Kohuhu (Pittosporum
tenuifolium)

e Lowland ribbonwood ~ manatu
(Plagianthus regius)

Southland Community Nursery in
Otatara is a voluntary community project
where you can pot up your own native
plants from locally sourced seedlings for
free. Advice is available on native plants
and landscaping. Contact Chris and
Brian Rance (03) 2131161. The
Southland Community Nursery web site
is http://homepages.ihug.co.nz/~rances/

For free advice on planning and
designing your forest restoration
programme or about Southland
Landcare Groups contact Land
Sustainability staff at Environment
Southland (03) 211-5115
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