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Regional Marine Oil Spill  
Contingency Plan 

 
 
 

This plan covers the entire coastal marine area as defined under the Resource Management Act 
through the Regional Coastal Plan (See map overleaf) 

 

An electronic copy of this Plan is held in Environment Southland’s Electronic Document Records 
Management System (MORF A215411) 

 
 

Reports of Marine Oil Spills 
 
All reports of marine oil spills within the coastal marine area of the Southland region, including the Bluff Harbour are to be 
reported to: 
 
 Environment Southland, Invercargill 
  Telephone: (03) 211 5115 (8.00 am to 5.00 pm) or toll free 0800 76 88 45 (0800 Southland) 

 After hours (03) 211 5225   
   
  Fax: (03) 211 5252 Email:service@es.govt.nz 
 
 
 
NB: The after hours number for the Council will in most instances be answered by an Answer Service.  

However, if the Answering Service cannot be contacted, telephone (03) 211 5245.  This is the Council’s 

24 Hour Pollution Response number. 
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Fig 1.1.1            Southland Coastal Marine Area
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1.0 Introduction 
 
 

1.1 Statutory responsibility 

 
Environment Southland has a statutory responsibility under the Maritime Transport Act 1994 to 
conduct a Tier 2 or regional response to marine oil spills that occur within the coastal marine area.  A 
Tier 2 response will be invoked when either: 
 

 The person responsible for implementing a Tier 1 plan or Shipboard plan considers that the 
marine oil spill cannot be contained or cleaned up by the resources available to that person; or 

 The Regional On Scene Commander considers that it is appropriate to initiate action under the 
Tier 2 plan.1 

 
 

1.2 Relationship of the regional response to a national response 

 
Maritime NZ is responsible for conducting a Tier 3 or national response to marine oil spills which 
either occur outside the coastal marine area or occur within the coastal marine area but are beyond 
Environment Southland’s response capability both physically and financially. 
 
Guidelines on determining whether a spill response is Tier 2 or Tier 3 are contained in Appendix D of 
the NZ Marine Oil Spill Response Strategy 2018-2022. 
 
If the spill response necessitates the exercising of the Director’s (of Maritime NZ) powers in respect of 
a foreign ship, these powers are available to the Regional On Scene Commander pursuant to the 
delegation instrument in Annex 6.  If there is any uncertainty as to whether a ship is a New Zealand or 
foreign ship, Maritime NZ should be consulted and asked to clarify. 
 
 

1.3 Purpose of this Plan 

 
This plan establishes operational guidelines that will enable Environment Southland and other 
organisations listed in the plan to respond to a marine oil spill in the coastal marine area. 
 
In the event of a Tier 3 response in the Southland Region, this plan will provide Maritime New Zealand 
with regional specific information to assist in responding effectively to the spill. 
 
  

                                                 
1This change over between Tier 1 and Tier 2 is in accordance with Section 299 and 300 of the Maritime Transport Act 1994.  
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1.4 Underpinning concepts  

 
1.4.1 Bluff Harbour is a special case   

 
Whilst drafting this plan the Council recognised that it was necessary to distinguish between a 
response operation arising from a spill that originates inside the Bluff Harbour and a response 
operation arising from a spill that originates outside the Bluff Harbour.  This is because spills 
originating within the Bluff Harbour require a very quick response time to prevent adverse 
effects on the environment and Port Maintenance Company Ltd staff will be able to respond 
quickly to most spills originating in this area.  Hence, a spill in the Bluff Harbour will utilise 
resources from Port Maintenance Company Ltd to the fullest extent practicable.  Spills outside 
the Bluff Harbour will fully utilise Council staff, and to a lesser degree, Port Maintenance staff. 

 
1.4.2 This plan should not be read or used in isolation   

 
This plan is prepared specifically to guide an oil spill response in Southland.  It is not the 
repository of masses of general technical information.  It will however, contain some 
information that is specific to potential oil spill scenarios in Southland, for example, the 
physical characteristics of oils frequently used or transferred in specific localities, the location 
of environmentally sensitive areas and the availability of resources. 

 
 The following documents may be utilised during a spill response: 
 

 Te Tangi a Tauira (Ngai Tahu ki Murihiku) 

 Fiordland Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan 

 Marine Oil Spill On Scene Commanders Course Book (Maritime NZ) 

 The National Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan (Maritime NZ) 

 Oil Spill Dispersants – Guidelines for use in New Zealand 

 The New Zealand Marine Oil Spill Response Strategy (Maritime NZ) 

 Adios Users Manual – US Coastguard R&D Centre 

 Code of Best Practice for Cost recovery and Prosecution Following Discharges of Oil 
(Maritime NZ) 

 Identification of  Oil on Water; Aerial Observation and Identification Guide 

 The Regional Coastal Plan for Southland: Section 3 – Coastal Values, Appendix 3 – 
Maps, Appendix 4 – Coastal Landscape Assessment 

 
 These materials are held by Lyndon Cleaver in his office in a box entitled “Oil Spill Plans and 

Related Material”.   
 
1.4.3 This plan will be implemented by trained responders  
  
 This plan assumes that those implementing it will be trained Regional On Scene Commanders 

or Marine Oil Spill Managers.  In implementing the plan, those persons will utilise the skills 
and knowledge of like trained people, trained Marine Oil Spill Equipment Operators, people 
trained in the Fundamentals of Marine Oil Spill Response and Advisors identified in this plan. 

 
 The Regional On Scene Commander responsible for the implementation of the plan is 

Lyndon Cleaver, Regional Harbourmaster, Environment Southland.  In the Regional On 
Scene Commanders absence, alternate qualified Regional On Scene Commanders will be 
sourced from other Environment Southland staff or appointees, then Otago Regional Council 
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staff.  See Chapter 3 for the response structure and a description of the roles within that 
structure, and Annex 2 for personnel lists and contact numbers. 

 
1.4.4 Oil spills from inland waterways   
  
 It is also important to recognise that some spills in the coastal marine area may arise from 

inland waterways or move into inland waterways.  In these circumstances a different response 
operation to that outlined in this plan may occur, with less emphasis on the role of the 
Regional On Scene Commander and more emphasis on the role of Pollution Response staff.  

 Having said that, any oil spill in the coastal marine area that has its source in an inland 
waterway or stormwater drain, is regarded as a marine oil spill and is covered by the 
arrangements in this Plan.  

 Environment Southland staff will co-ordinate any spill response in inland waterways (lakes or 
upper catchment rivers) where the spilled oil is unlikely to reach the coast. 

 
 

1.5 Marine Oil Spill Risk in Southland 

 
1.5.1 Components of risk  
  
 The risk posed by a marine oil spill can be determined from: 
 

 the quantity and type of the oil spilled; 

 the persistence and movement of the spilled oil, under the prevailing environmental 
conditions (tide, current, wind); 

 the proximity of spill sites to sensitive environmental areas. 
 
 Most of the oil entering Southland is refined product.  Each type of refined product has well 

defined physical and chemical properties that are outlined in Chapter 4. 
 
 A National Marine Oil Spill Risk Assessment (MOSRA) was undertaken in 2015.  That 

assessment broke the coastline into 20 kilometre lengths and assigned a risk rating to each 
length.  The outcome of that assessment is shown on the map below, the red area being that 
of highest risk and the dark green area being that of lowest risk.   

 
http://mosra15.navigatusconsulting.com/map 
 
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/public/environment/documents/MOSRA-report-2015.pdf 
 
 

http://mosra15.navigatusconsulting.com/map
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/public/environment/documents/MOSRA-report-2015.pdf


  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Page 8 
 

 

 
 
1.5.2 Historic spills   
  
 Spill records show that the worst spills in the Southland region occurred as a result of shipping 

accidents in relatively unpredictable and often remote locations.  However, as near misses 
have shown, a significant threat exists for spills from shipping accidents, at the entrance to the 
Bluff Harbour. Cruise ships and other vessels entering Paterson Inlet, Stewart Island and the 
sounds of  Fiordland, especially those that are fuelled by light or heavy fuel oil are another 
source of potentially very significant oil spills.  

 
 Many smaller spills occur during bunkering operations or as a result of pumping bilges 

contaminated with oil.  
 
1.5.3 Transfer sites   
  
 The owners of the oil transfer sites outlined below are required to prepare an Oil Transfer  

Site Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan for approval by the Regional On Scene Commander 
under delegated authority from the Director, Maritime NZ. 

 
 The bulk and bunker transfer sites located in the Bluff Harbour and elsewhere in Southland 

are shown on the maps in Annex 4. 
 
 As part of the Tier 2 response, reference should be made to the Oil Transfer Site Marine Oil 

Spill Contingency Plan in determining the appropriate response actions. 
 
1.5.4 General shipping   
  
 The recommended routes for coastal tankers and other shipping in Southland, as published by 

the MARITIME NZ in “Shipping Routes Around the NZ Coast,  - A Voluntary Code for 
ships carrying oil or other harmful liquid substances in bulk”, are as follows: 
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Bluff 
 

From the East - Keep at least 3 nautical miles off Slope Point, thence: at least 3 
nautical miles off Waipapa Point, thence: at least 1.5 nautical miles south of Dog 
Island and thence to the Pilot station. 

 
From the West - Keep at least 5 nautical miles south of Centre Island and 
thence to the Pilot station. 

 
Coastal tankers pose a threat of marine oil spill with low probability of occurrence but high 
potential effects on the environment.  However, other vessels carry a significant amount of 
fuel oil.  As such, the above Code is likely to be extended to all shipping. 
 
In addition to larger vessels entering the Bluff Harbour and transiting the Southland coast, 
there are up to 90 cruise ship visits per annum along the West Coast including one or more of 
the fiords. Cargo vessels also travel along the west coast and fishing, tourism and private 
vessels use the sounds.  These ships pose a potential threat to the coastal environment in the 
sounds. 
 
Local fishing vessels operate all around the coast including Stewart Island and larger foreign 
owned or joint venture fishing vessels transit through the coastal marine area off 
Stewart Island when travelling from the mainland to southern fishing grounds.   These vessels 
(usually about 60 metres in length) often shelter around the coast of Stewart Island. 
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1.6  Objectives of this Plan 

 
1.6.1 Objective 1 
 

To safely mitigate the effects of a marine Tier 2 marine oil spill within the Southland region 
and, if practicable, to assist with the rehabilitation of an oil damaged environment.  The 
safety of human life takes precedence over every aspect of the response operation.   
 
This plan aims to develop a response system that will safely: 
 

 evaluate a reported marine oil spill within 15 minutes of a spill being reported within 
the Bluff Harbour or 1 hour of a spill being reported outside the Bluff Harbour; 

 

 alert concerned and interested parties of a marine oil spill which affects them within 2 
hours of the spill being reported; 

 mobilise appropriate personnel and equipment in support of a Tier 2 response 
operation, within 30 minutes of the spill being reported. 

 

 commence any necessary clean-up operations which avoid, remedy or mitigate the 
effects of the spilled oil and contribute to the rehabilitation of the environment, within 
1 hour of the spill being reported within the Bluff Harbour and 6 hours of a spill being 
reported outside the harbour; 

 

 complete clean-up operations in an expeditious manner within the resources available 
to this plan. 

 
1.6.2 Objective 2  
 

To recover the costs of responding to the marine oil spill from the polluter and to prosecute 
the offender where appropriate: 
 

 obtain evidence sufficient to prove the: 

 source of the spill 

 parties responsible for the spill 

 amount spilled 

 adverse effects of the spill 

 identify the costs of the response operation through the keeping of a proper accounting 
system.  
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2.0 Standard operating procedures for marine oil spills 

 
2.1  Start Up – Discovery, Notification, Evaluation, Declaration, Activation 

 
2.1.1 Receiving Oil Spill Reports (General) 
 

 In the case of spills outside of Southland’s coastal marine area (see Fig 1.1.1) i.e. spills 
that are generally beyond 12 Nautical Miles from shore, and including the Sub Antarctic 
Islands, contact: 

 
 Maritime NZ 

Rescue Coordination Centre of New Zealand (RCCNZ)  
 
Phone 0508 472 269 

 

 Persons receiving reports of shipping incidents should consider whether there may be 
a consequent risk of marine pollution, irrespective of this being included in the report or 
not.  A potential oil spill is deemed to be an actual oil spill for response purposes.   

 
If the reportee believes the pollutant to be toxic or otherwise hazardous then they 
should also promptly forward the report to the Fire Service, Ph (03) 218 4114.  If in 
doubt the person receiving a pollution report should refer details of the incident to the 
Fire Service. 

 
 
2.1.2 Receiving Oil Spill Reports (South Port, Bluff Harbour Radio or Port Maintenance 
 Ltd) 
 

For spills in Bluff Harbour reported to or observed by South Port New Zealand 
Limited, Bluff Harbour Radio or Port Maintenance Ltd the following actions are to be 
carried out by the Duty Pilot, Duty Watchman or Company Manager respectively, where the 
spill has entered, or is about to enter, the water and is beyond the capacity of a site or 
ship board response (Note: For spills outside of Bluff Harbour reported to the above parties, the report 
should be forwarded as soon as possible to Environment Southland): 

 

 the Duty Pilot, Duty Watchman or Company Manager is to immediately verify 
themselves, or dispatch a member of staff to verify, that a marine oil spill has taken 
place.  If there is pollution the despatched staff member should confirm this 
immediately to the person who despatched them.  The person verifying the spill should 
complete the “Pollution Incident Evaluation Form” (Annex 8); 
 

 the Duty Pilot, Duty Watchman or Company Manager will immediately advise, by 
telephone (see phone numbers below), the Environment Southland  Compliance 
Division, or outside office hours the 24 Hour Pollution Response Officer, outlining the 
circumstances listed in the Oil Pollution Incident Evaluation Form (Chapter 2); 
 

Environment Southland 
Private Bag 90116, Invercargill  
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Phone    (03) 211 5115 (8.00 am - 5.00 pm) 
Toll free   0800 76 88 45 (within Southland region) 
After hours (03) 211 5225 
     
NB: The after hours number for Environment Southland will in most 
instances be answered by an answering service, who will redirect the 
call.  However, if the answering service cannot be contacted, telephone 
03 211 5245.  This is the Council’s 24 hour Pollution Response number. 

 

 a member of the Environment Southland Compliance Division or the Environment 
Southland 24 hour Pollution Response Officer will contact the Port Maintenance 
Manager (John Roderique, 027 2407820 or 03 212 7674) if he is not already aware of the 
spill.  The Environment Southland  Compliance Division member or the 24 hour 
Pollution Response Officer will also contact the Regional On Scene Commander and 
advise him of the spill. 
 

 the Port Maintenance Manager should, on request, assess the spill and mount an 
appropriate response in consultation with the Environment Southland Compliance 
Division member or the 24 hour Pollution Response Officer and/or the Regional On 
Scene Commander (by ‘phone).  The Port Maintenance Manager will manage any 
response at least until an Environment Southland representative is on site or the 
Regional On Scene Commander assumes control, and then await further instructions.  
 

 on request, the Port Maintenance Manager will initiate the call out of appropriately 
trained and qualified Port Maintenance and South Port personnel and plant.  This may 
include placing on standby or mobilising the oil spill equipment and personnel in 
accordance with the Mobilisation Procedures listed in Annex 1 (Equipment) and 
Annex 2 (Personnel).  Under no circumstances is any dispersant to be applied 
without the approval of the Regional On Scene Commander;   
 

 where requested by either the Environment Southland Compliance Division, the 24 
hour Pollution Response Officer or Regional On Scene Commander, the Port 
Maintenance Manager will arrange for oil spill samples to be taken by appropriate 
personnel in accordance with the procedures in the dispersant use guidlines before 
any dispersants are applied. It is important that a witness is present whilst sampling is 
carried out.  If time permits Port Maintenance will involve Environment Southland 
Pollution Response personnel in this process. 
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2.1.3 Receiving Oil Spill Reports (Environment Southland) & Notifying Maritime NZ and 

interested parties 
 

The following actions are to be carried out in response to any report of a marine oil spill or oil 
pollution incident. 
 
The person receiving the call (receptionist or Duty Officer) 

 The person receiving the call (receptionist or Duty Officer) is to direct the call initially 
to a person from the Environmental Compliance Division (business hours) or 24hr 
pollution response officer (after hours).  That person is known as the “responding 
officer”. 

 
 The responding officer 

 The responding officer should record the details of the spill on the “Pollution Incident 
Evaluation Form” (Chapter 2) if this has not already been done.   

 

 In the case of spills in the Bluff Harbour or Stewart Island Harbours contact: 
  

The Port Maintenance Manager and/or South Port Duty Pilot   
 
Port Maintenance Phone:       (03) 212 7674 (bus), 027 240 7820 (mobile), 
               (03) 212 7076 (after hours),  
          (03) 212 7675 (fax),     
                                          email: portmaintenance@xtra.co.nz  
  
South Port Phone:         (03) 212 8159 (24 hours) (03) 212 8685 (fax,   
         8.00 am-- 5.00 pm Mon-Fri), 
         email: pilots@southport.co.nz 

 In the case of spills in Riverton Harbour outside of normal work hours, contact: 

ES Deputy Harbourmaster (Ian Coard) 
 
Phone (03) 234 8786 
Mobile 021 300 857 

 In the case of spills that could affect the coast of Ruapuke Island, contact Ruapuke 
Islanders (See Annex 2.12).  

 For all but minor spills, advise the Regional On Scene Commander (Lyndon Cleaver), or 
if he can’t be contacted, the alternate Regional On Scene Commander Simon Moran, 
SDC, 027 2218222.  The responding officer shall continue to respond in a similar 
manner to any other complaint/pollution callout unless otherwise instructed by the 
Regional On Scene Commander.  The Regional On Scene Commander can authorise 
the deployment of personnel and equipment that are not available to the responding 
officer. 

 The responding officer should commence filling out the “Spill Assessment” form 
(Annex 8) or forward the information required to fill out on the form to the Regional 
On Scene Commander.  It should be noted that this form facilitates the procurement of 
information that is required to guide subsequent decision making. 

mailto:portmaintenance@xtra.co.nz
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The Regional On Scene Commander 
  If contacted the Regional On Scene Commander is to: 
 

 Notify MaritimeNZ using the procedure set out below  (this procedure is largely given 
effect to by lodging a spill report through the MPRS page on Web EOC 
http://webeoc.maritimenz.govt.nz/eoc7/).  The generic Environment Southland 
username and password are “southland” and “Environment1”.  Once logged on, select 
“MPRS Database” from the Incident menu.  Enter the database and navigate to the 
“incident/spills” tab, then “Add New Incident/Spill”. 

 

 

 Yes  No 

Initial spill report received

Regional Council
contact RCCNZ immediately

(04) 577 8030

Regional Council complete 
post incident report

OSDO assesses report against 
criteria as per procedure

Performance measure is updated 
to reflect if Region responded 

appropriately

Recommendations from OSDO
asssessment implemented

Go to National Plan SOP -
Discovery, notification,

identification, assessment
and activation

 Yes 

Is Post 
Incident 
Report 

Required?*

Regional Council Oil Spill Notification Procedure

* 1.	Regional Councils will be required to complete a "Regional Council Oil Spill Response Report"  for every significant oil spill response that they are involved in, 
which will be assessed by the on-call OSDO at the time of the spill response. 

A "significant oil spill" is defined as:
a.	A spill response where response activities involved more than an initial assessment and leaving a spill to disperse naturally; and / or

b.	The answer is yes to any one of the four questions contained at the beginning of this procedure. 

RCCNZ Contacts OSDO immediately
(04) 473 6369

Regional Council inputs online notification 
form into WebEOC within 5 days.

(WebEOC automatically sends email to 
OSDO's)

Is the Notification Urgent?

Fill in notification form in 
WebEOC within 5 days of

Incident
(WebEOC automatically sends email 

to OSDO's)

If Yes to any of the below, then the spill is considered urgent:
Potential Tier 3?

Are response costs likely to exceed $5000?
Is media interest likely?

Is prosecution action likely?

 
 
 
 

 Notify CEO and other interested parties such as IWI, including advisors and 
owners of facilities that may be directly affected by the spill. 

http://webeoc.maritimenz.govt.nz/eoc7/
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 determine an appropriate initial response, establish an Incident Command Centre 
suitable for the response, call out appropriate members of the incident response team 
and advisors (see Annex 2) and proceed to the Incident Command Centre (refer to the 
“Marine Oil Spill Process” Summary Sheet on page 26).   The size of the response at 
this stage will be influenced by the nature and reliability of the initial oil spill report. 

 assign roles (Operations, Planning, Logistics, Occupational Health and Safety, 
Communications and Media & Community Relations) to the incident response team 
members and advisors (use coloured vests as is appropriate); 

 brief the incident response team and advisors using the I-SPEAC-Q format (see 
Annex 8); 

 establish Status Boards to display information;  
 

      develop a quick urgent immediate response plan (QUIP) [“Marine Oil Spill Process” 
Summary Sheet on page 26] with a specific focus on the following: 

 Evaluation & monitoring 

 Sampling 

 Personnel & equipment standby 

 Prevention 

 Cleanup  

 Evidence gathering –source, responsible party, amount spilled, adverse effects 

 Press releases 

 Establishing contact with the spiller or its representative  

 Liasing with Maritime NZ 
 

 Arrange for Environment Southland’s finance section to issue a Job Number for the 
spill response against which all time, goods and services can be charged (see also 
guidelines for Regional Councils – prosecution and cost recovery). 

 

 Remind members of the response and advisory team that: 

 no goods or services are to be procured without the express approval of the 
Regional On Scene Commander or his designated representative; 

 all media comment/press statements need to be authorised by the Regional On 
Scene Commander; 
they need to keep a personal log of all significant actions, telephone calls, 
discussions, meetings and decisions recording the time, date and parties involved; 

 Civil Defence radio message pads are sufficient for this purpose but any pad will 
suffice provided it has the above headings; 

 record keeping and filing is important for post response investigations, prosecutions 
and cost recovery including the cost the responders’ time. 

 

 Set a time for subsequent briefings. 
 

 
2.1.4 Oil Spill Evaluation 
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 Evaluation of the Spill 
 The person or persons (in Bluff this will most likely be John Roderique or other member of 

Port Maintenance) sent to evaluate the Oil Spill Report will: 
 

 take into account the amount of time lapsed since the spill first occurred and the tides 
and weather since then and the places to which the spilled oil may have travelled. 

 

 take into account the means of travelling to the site.  If it is by air, it is desirable to have 
at least two people to operate the equipment (GPS, cameras & communications) and to 
observe out of each side of the aircraft. 

 take with them such communication and recording equipment as is necessary to speedily 
report information back to the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC), and vice versa, 
and to record observations for subsequent dissemination.  Such equipment may include: 

 hand held radios and spare batteries and/or radios 

 ear pieces 

 cellphones 

 Warrants (ES)  

 laptop computer  

 digital camera 

 maps or charts (available in the EOC) 

 paper, pens and pencils 

  GPS 

 sampling equipment 

 oil spill sampling kit (in red carry bag in EI shed  

 clipboard 

 back up equipment (camera, comms & GPS in particular) 

 Marine Oil Spill Response – Aerial Surveillance Log (Annex 8) 
 

Before departing for the scene the evaluators should ensure that they have arranged 
with the Communications manager the means by which they will be communicating 
back to the Emergency Operations Centre (normally Environment Southland office). 

 
It should be appreciated that in many situations the Evaluators will be operating from 
an aircraft.  Details of helicopter and aircraft contacts are contained in Annex 1. 
 
On land or on the water the Evaluators may well be working in conjunction with the 
Sampling and Evidence gathering team; 

 

 confirm the existence of a spillage and immediately report this to the Regional On Scene 
Commander and brief him/her in full;  
 

 if the spillage is evaluated on the ground or from a boat, obtain samples (even if the spill 
is diesel or petrol) and photos in accordance with the procedures in Chapter 10 of the 
National Plan.   It is important that a witness is present whilst sampling is carried out;  

 

 if the identity of the spiller is known, find out from them the type of oil and obtain the 
specifications (viscosity, pour point etc) of the spilled oil; 
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 once the Evaluators have undertaken the initial evaluation they should be placed on 
standby for ongoing surveillance duties (see 2.4.3), especially after a change in tide 
direction. 

 
 

2.2 Spill Assessment and Prediction 

 
Once the oil spill evaluator confirms that nature of the spill the Regional On Scene Commander will 
initiate the following actions as appropriate: 
 
Revisit the first four bullet points for the Regional On Scene Commander in 2.1.3 above: 
 

 Estimate the volume of the spill (see the Maritime NZ “Spill Assessment” form in Annex 8) and 
assess the likelihood of further spillage.  In the case of a vessel this may well require obtaining 
quite particular information about the oil and fuel tank layout and the quantities of fuel, 
lubricants, hydraulic oils and liquid cargoes being carried at the time of the incident.  Spill volume 
is quite an important consideration in prosecutions, especially the level of fine.  As such it is 
important to determine whether the spill is in excess of 100 litres or not. 
 

 Predict the behaviour of the spilled oil using ADIOS and the information in Annex 5; 
 

 

 Predict the movement of the spilled oil using meteorological information and the tidal and 
current information contained on charts and Annex 5.  Annex 5 also contains contacts for 
Weather Information.  Generally the predictions should be for specific intervals and be over at 
least one tide change; 
 

 Obtain environmental information from Annex 4 and the Regional Coastal Plan. 

 Develop an Action Plan (AP) with the assistance of the Advisory Team. See Section 2.3 Action 
Plan Development below;  

 

 In developing the AP the following documents shall be consulted as is appropriate: 

 Regional Responder Aide Memoir (Maritime NZ); 

 Marine Oil Spill On Scene Commanders Course Book  (Maritime NZ); 

 The National Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan (Maritime NZ); 

 The New Zealand Marine Oil Spill Response Strategy (Maritime NZ); 

 Fiordland Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan (Maritime NZ); 

 Health & Safety in relation to Hazards On Board Ships (Maritime NZ); 

 Adios Users Manual – US Coastguard R&D Centre (contact Maritime NZ, Te Atatu), see also 
http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/software/adios/adios.html 

 Regional Council Guidelines – Prosecution and Cost Recovery; 

 Identification of  Oil on Water; Aerial Observation and Identification Guide; 

 “Oil Spill Dispersants – Guidelines for use in New Zealand” 
 

These materials can be sourced online and in the harboumasters office.     
 
 

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/software/adios/adios.html
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2.3 Action Plan (AP) Development  

 
2.3.1 Decisions on the scale and type of response  
  
 Decisions on the scale and type of response should be made by the Regional On Scene 

Commander in consultation with the appropriate members of the Advisory Team  and 
Maritime NZ (potential Tier 3) once a full assessment of the situation has been made.  The 
decisions made will form the Action Plan (NB:  Wherever possible, a spiller’s 
representative should be consulted in the development of the AP.  If a vessel is 
responsible for a spill, the owner’s name can be located by Maritime NZ’s Maritime 
Officers based in Invercargill [027 836 1105 or 027 836 1632, or the Maritime NZs Oil 
Spill Duty Officer (04) 473 6369]).  See Annex 1.7.15 also for vessel 
identification/owner information) 

 
The degree to which a full operational response is implemented will depend on the size and 
significance of the spill. However, the procedures, lines of responsibility and authority will 
remain the same although some intermediate steps may be unnecessary. 
 
Potential or “model” APs developed through table top exercises are available for spills in four 
areas, those being Port Pegasus (South Arm), Paterson Inlet, Dusky Sound, Secretary Island in 
Doubtful Sound, Freshwater Basin at Milford Sound and Bluff Harbour (HFO spills that 
move into Awarua Bay and large petrol spills at the Town Wharf).  These APs are located in 
Annex 4 (Sensitive Areas and Coastal Information) of this Plan. 
 
The above AP for Port Pegasus is also a suitable example to guide a regional response in any 
spill that immediately becomes a Tier 3 response. 
 
In addition to the above, the Fiordland Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan provides guidance 
for spills in Milford, Doubtful and Dusky  Sounds. 

 
2.3.2 Underlying principles  
  
 The Action Plan is underlain by the following principles in the following order of priority: 
 

 the protection and safety of human life and welfare is paramount, including the 
protection of casualties, responders, the public and others associated with the incident  
(It should be noted, however, that the prime responsibility for casualties may lie 
with another agency, for example, the Police) – The Occupational Safety and Health 
Advisor should be consulted during the preparation of the Plan.  If the response is not 
sufficiently large to involve the OSH Advisor then OSH matters and the contents of 
Environment Southland’s H&S guidelines should be specifically considered; 

 the prevention of further spillage including the protection of ships or pipelines where 
required to prevent further pollution; 

 the protection of environmental, social, cultural and amenity values from the adverse 
effects of the spilled oil; 

 the protection of property, assets and the prevention of financial and economic loss; 

 the removal of spilled oil and the clean up of contaminated areas. 
  
2.3.3 Identification of the issues (problems) and development of a broad strategy 
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 Before the specific response options can be assessed the broader spill related issues need to be 

defined to provide focus for subsequent decision making. 
 
 Salvage, non oil pollution, rats and undaria invasion are examples of the broader issues that 

need to be factored into a response.  If a vessel has sunk the vessels owners and insurers need 
to be made aware of Rule 10.3.1 of the Regional Coastal Plan for Southland. 

 
 Thought needs to be given to potential for shipping movements, especially in Bluff Harbour 

and Milford Sound and how that might impact on the response.  The Harbourmaster should 
be involved if restrictions on movements are required. 

 
2.3.4 Development and Assessment of Options including Oiled Wildlife  
  
 The various options for responding to each issue (problem) need to be identified and assessed.  

Ultimately one particular option or a combination of options will be selected as a means of 
addressing each issue (See National Plan supporting documents for the range of options 
available).  The collective selected options form the Action Plan (AP) which is implemented 
through various operational plans. 

 
 If an oiled wildlife response is required during a Tier 2 or Tier 3 response this should be 

requested through the MNZ Oil Spill Duty Officer (OSDO) after discussions with the ROSC 
as to whether or not this is appropriate. If required the OSDO will contact Wildbase and 
mobilise the NOWRT. 

 
 

2.4 Action Plan Implementation, Monitoring and Review 

 
2.4.1 Implement the Action Plan 
  
 Personnel and organisations will be tasked by the Regional On Scene Commander to 

undertake various actions (tasks) for which Operational Plans will be required.  The 
Operational Plans will specify the following: 

 how the response is to occur 

 what equipment and materials, e.g. dispersant, will be used 

 where operations will take place 

 when operations will occur 

 with what personnel 

 what hazards to be aware of – eliminate, isolate, minimise (site safety plan – 
Annex 8) 

 how the assistance (personnel and equipment) will be deployed? (logistics) 

 what level of site security is required including cordons and people to man them 

 what communications will be used (Communications Plan) See Annex 3 – Comms. 
 

NB:  All orders for equipment and the services of personnel should be authorised by 
the Regional On Scene Commander or a Deputy Regional On Scene 
Commander in the OSC’s absence, using Environment Southland Works Orders. 

 
Review the status/completeness/currency of the “Notification” form and Maritime NZ 
liaison.  Consider whether Maritime NZ assistance is required. 
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 Notify interested/affected parties (see Annex 2).  
 
2.4.2 Monitoring the Action Plan 
  
 Once the AP is implemented it must be monitored to establish whether it is addressing the 

issues/problems in the manner contemplated. 
 
2.4.3 Spill Surveillance  
  
 Careful ongoing assessment of the situation (surveillance) should be undertaken to provide 

timely and accurate information and to check on the accuracy of predictions.  It may also be 
necessary to revisit the site when the tide changes as the oil will most probably travel in a 
completely different direction.  It is preferable for the initial spill Evaluators to continue to 
operate in the surveillance role to obtain accurate comparative assessments. 

 
2.4.4 Think about “what ifs” 
  
 Once the initial AP is developed and implemented the Planning Team should start thinking 

about the “what ifs”, that is the various situations that could develop if conditions (including 
vessel state, spill size, sea conditions and wind direction) should change.  Changes in the tide 
are expected and should be accommodated in the initial AP process. 

 
2.4.5 Reviewing the Action Plan   
  
 The plan will need to be reviewed in the following circumstances: 

 monitoring indicates that the plan is not working as well as intended 

 the nature or extent of the spill changes significantly 

 the weather and/or sea state changes 

 new issues/problems arise 

 there is a significant change in the nature or quantity of resources. 
 
 If a review is required return to Section 2.3.3 bearing in mind the principles outlined in 

Section 2.3.2. 
 
 
 
 

2.5 Response Termination and Demobilisation 

 
2.5.1 Termination/Scaling Down 

 
The On Scene Commander will consult with the Advisory Team and other interested parties, 
as appropriate, before terminating or scaling down the response operation.  If this decision is 
likely to be contentious the Director of Maritime NZ should be consulted.   
 
The decision will be made considering whether the objectives of the response have been 
achieved.  Prior to seeking termination of the response, the ROSC will hold a meeting of all 
Emergency Operation Centre Managers and senior response staff with the purpose of this 
meeting to determine whether the AP objectives have been achieved and the incident 
response has been adequately completed. 
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Response termination involves the recovery, cleaning and maintenance of all equipment used 
during the clean-up (2.5.2.2), the demobilisation of all personnel involved in the response 
(2.5.2.1), and the collation and completion of all documentation associated with the spill 
response, including expenditure reports (2.5.4). 
 
Before the response personnel depart their stations they should attend a debriefing meeting 
with their section supervisor.  These supervisors will then attend debriefings with their 
managers and the ROSC (“hot debrief”). 
 
As part of the termination process, all section managers within the EOC shall compile a 
detailed events log, which should be passed to the Regional On Scene Commander.  The 
Regional On Scene Commander is responsible for ensuring that the event history is compiled, 
costs are recovered, enforcement procedures are undertaken (if warranted), and for arranging 
the running of the post incident (“cold”) debriefs. 

 
2.5.2 Demobilising personnel and equipment   
  
 2.5.2.1 Personnel 
  Personnel may be tired and burnt out as a result of the extraordinary effort required 

in a response.  They may require ongoing support after they have returned home. 
Fresh personnel may be required to clean up and demobilise equipment.   

 
 2.5.2.2 Equipment  
  Equipment that is used during the response operation should be returned to its 

storage depot and the following maintenance carried out: 
 

 all equipment should be cleaned and repaired where any damage has occurred.  
In the field this should be carried out in a responsible manner whereby the oil 
that is being cleaned off the equipment is captured and contained in temporary 
storage facilities.  Preferably though, the oil equipment is transported for 
cleaning at the facilities identified in Annex 1.5.2; 

 where possible, final cleaning of oil spill response equipment and associated 
gear should be carried out at a site with appropriate resource consents.  Care 
should be taken to ensure that no oil is lost during transportation to the 
cleaning site; 

 consumed items such as fuel, dispersant, sampling jars, sorbents should be 
replaced as soon as possible; 

 protective clothing should be checked and replaced or renewed where 
necessary; 

 retrieving and returning loaned/hired resources. 
 
 In the equipment demobilisation process, it is important to keep equipment and 

other facilities secure to ensure nothing is lost in the process. 
 
 
 
 
2.5.3 Restoration of temporary storage sites and disposal of oil/oily waste  
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All sites used for the storage of recovered oil, along with all work areas should be cleaned and 
tidied and any remediation requirements carried out.  All recovered oil and oily waste should 
be disposed of in accordance with the National Plan waste management supporting 
document using the “preferred supplier” arrangements set out therein. 

 
2.5.4 Collating documents  
  
 All costs incurred for the use of plant and personnel plus items consumed should be collated.  

If requests for works, services and equipment are charged at the time of requisition to the job 
number issued at the beginning of the response this job will be much easier.  All costs are to 
be ultimately recovered from either the spiller (preferred option) or failing that, the Oil 
Pollution Fund through Maritime NZ (NB: The Oil Pollution Fund is not a 
compensation fund).   

 
 All other documents and records relating to the spill e.g. Incident Action Plans and personal 

logs, should be collated and stored in a safe place for later reference. 
 
2.5.5 Civil liability  
  
 Damage to private property is a matter to be resolved between the parties involved.  This shall 

be by way of civil litigation if necessary.  Damage to private property from spilled oil is a 
matter to be resolved between the spiller and the property owner. 

 
2.5.6 Compensation funds  
  
 If it becomes necessary to take action to recover costs under either: 
 

 the International Convention for Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage 1969 and its 
Protocols (CLC Convention); or 

 the International Convention on Establishment of an International Fund for 
Compensation of Oil Pollution Damage 1971 and its Protocols (Fund Convention); 

 
 such action will be taken through or by Maritime NZ. 

 
  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Page 23 
 

 

2.6 Debriefing, Auditing and Review 

 
2.6.1 Review and audit  
  
 The Council, OPAC or the Director of Maritime NZ may require a review and audit of a Tier 

2 response operation.  Accordingly, the Regional On Scene Commander is to ensure that a 
complete record is kept of significant details of the response including reports from 
supporting organisations where required. 

 
 Whatever the case, the effectiveness of the plan should be evaluated and recorded after its use 

in response to an oil spill. 
 
 The Director of Maritime NZ should be invited to participate in any post-use review of the 

plan. 
 
 Any proposed amendments to increase the effectives of the plan must be submitted to 

Maritime NZ as soon as practicable for approval under Section 293(2) of the MTA. 
 
 Whatever the case, the effectiveness of the plan should be evaluated and recorded after its use 

in response to an oil spill. 
 
 The Director of Maritime NZ should be invited to participate in any post-use review of the 

plan. 
 
 Any proposed amendments to increase the effectiveness of the plan must be submitted to 

Maritime NZ as soon as practicable for approval under Section 293(2) of the MTA. 
 
2.6.2 Debriefing following major spills  
  
 A debriefing will be held following any major spill to identify what went well (and needs to be 

repeated) and to what could be improved upon.  This plan may need revising based on lessons 
from the spill response. 

 

 The Regional On Scene Commander for the spill is responsible ensuring that a debrief 
is held.  The debrief will be organised and chaired by a qualified Regional On Scene 
Commander, but not the person or persons that undertook that role during the 
response.  

 

 All participating personnel and organisations shall be invited to the debrief.  Where the 
number of potential participants or practical attendance is a problem, those smaller 
groups can hold their own debrief and the results can be communicated to the Regional 
On Scene Commander’s debrief by a representative of the group.  Similarly, if any 
invitee is unable to attend, that persons comments can be submitted in writing.  
Maritime NZ shall be notified of the time and location of all such debriefings, and shall 
be invited to attend. 

 

The debrief shall be use the plus/delta (+/) format.  A model agenda including the debrief 
rules is included in Annex 8.4. 
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2.7 Training, Testing, Maintenance and Amendment of the Tier 2 Plan 

 
2.7.1 Training and periodic testing 
 

All regional council personnel responsible for implementing the plan and dealing with oil spills 
shall receive training appropriate to their responsibilities under this plan. 
 
The plan shall be regularly tested in accordance with an exercise programme approved by the 
Director.  
 
Accurate details of training provided, and of each exercise and its results shall be kept and any 
amendments that would increase the effectiveness of this plan will be: 
 

 submitted to the Director as soon as practicable for approval under Section 293(2) of 
the MTA; and 

 added to the plan and provided to all persons who hold a copy of the plan, once 
approval has been given by the Director. 

 
The regional council may also be required to participate in a Maritime New Zealand directed 
exercise in lieu of a programmed regional exercise. 

 
2.7.2 Update of Information 
 

This plan shall be checked not less than once every 12 months to verify the currency and 
completeness of the information contained in it. 
 
At the time of every check, any information in the plan which is not current shall be updated 
and any new information relevant to the plan shall be incorporated in the plan after approval 
has been received from the Director. 
 
The Director and every person holding a copy of the plan shall be notified of any changes 
made to the plan as a result of a check. 
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Notification of Spill 

Assign Roles 

Brief Response Team 

Quick/Urgent/ Immediate Response Plan  
(QUIP)(QUIP) 

 
Advisors 

 MARITIME NZ  Duty Officer 

 wildlife (Internal Team, DoC, Massey 
University) 

 Iwi 

 legal 

 dispersants 

 environment incl Fiordland Marine G 

 tier 2 Plan 

 Maritime/nautical 

 Maritime Officer MARITIME NZ 

 Public Health 

 MoFisheries 

 Spillers rep 

 Fishermen 

 Salvage 

        

QUIP  
 evaluation (air and ground) take 

comms (cellphone/radio/laptop) 
and camera  

 preparedness especially 
sampling/dispersant kit  

 equipment stand by  

 Personnel stand by (and advisors) 

 monitoring spilled oil (and 
ADIOS) 

 prevention 

 dispersant ops 

 communication with spiller 

Status Boards 

 incident and time 

 roles/Personnel 

 oil volume and 
characteristics  

 tide and current 
information 

 sea conditions 

 weather 

 sketch map 

 vessel information 

 resources (plant and 
personnel) 

 site characteristics 

 sensitive environments 

 

AP - content 

 Response objectives 

 Priorities for protection 

 Contingencies (what if?) 

Operations Plan 

 how 

what (equipment) 

 where 

 who (personnel) 

 when 

 with (logistics) 

 flag hazards (safety) 

 site security 

 

Admin/Support Logistics Planning Operations 
shore water 
air wildlife 
 

Media & Community 

 assist with AP 

 manage status boards 
(see box in top RH 
corner) 

 control of 
expenditure 

 contract 
management 

 insurance 

 records 

 documents/logs 

 HQ security 

 job number 

 liaise with response 
staff families 

 food & drink 
(“Camp Mother”) 

 shifts 

 security 

 assist with AP 

 comms especially HQ site 

 procure resources  

 supply resources 

 command centre co-ord 

 arrange sampling, monitoring  
(compliance) 

 equipment movement 

 personnel requirements 
- food, toilets 

 - protective clothing 
 - cleaning 
 - rubbish 

 volunteers 

 maintain a resources 
whiteboard 

 

 complete 
MARITIME NZ 
notification form  

 gather relevant 
information 

 determine 
environmental 
implications 

 liaise with advisors 

 develop and assess 
response options 

 prepare AP 

 monitor AP 

 prepare sit reps 

 no fly zones 

 nautical exclusion 
zones 

 consider the need for 
a Tier 3 response 

 

 assist planning manager 
with the development of 
the AP 

 predict oil movement 
and behaviour 

 prepare operation plan 
to meet the AP 
objectives 

 implement plan  

 oversee and co-ordinate 
responses 

 report on progress 

 assist with AP 

 media centre 

 co-ordinate media 
responses 

 press conferences 

 site visits 

 press releases 

 liaise with community 
leaders and community 
groups 

OSH 

 identify 
hazards, 
eliminate, 
isolate, 
minimise 

The Marine Oil Spill Process 

* Fiordland Marine Guardians 

The Marine Oil Spill Process 
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Annex 1 
 

Equipment and Resources 
 
 

1.0 Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) Location and Layout  
 1.0.1 Location and Layout 
 1.0.2 Support Equipment 

 
1.1 Mobilisation Procedures 
 1.1.1 Authority 
 1.1.2 MSA Marine Oil Spill Response Equipment 
 1.1.3 Transportation 

 
1.2 Supporting Equipment (Oil Spill Equipment and Other Resources) 
 1.2.1 Oil Spill Equipment 
 1.2.2 Oil Spill Safety Equipment  

 
1.3 Local, Regional and National Support 
 1.3.1 Local 
 1.3.2 Regional 
 1.3.3 National 

 
1.4 Equipment (Oil Spill) 
 1.4.1 Detailed Inventory of MNZ equipment held in Southland 
 1.4.2 Wildlife Equipment (see Annex 1.6 also)  
 1.4.4 Environment Southland Pollution Response Trailer 
 1.4.5 Environment Southland Pollution Response Vehicles 
 1.4.6 NZ Aluminium Smelters Oil Spill Response Equipment 
 1.4.7 Meridian Energy Equipment located at Manapouri and West Arm, 
  Lake Manapouri and Deep Cove 
 1.4.8 Milford Development Association Oil Spill Equipment and Arrangements 
 1.4.9 Southern Lakes Helicopters (“Uni” at Sunday Cove, Breaksea Sound 
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 1.4.10 Real Journeys Oil Spill Response, Large Kits 
 1.4.11 Environment Southland Oil Spill Response Health and Safety Gear. 
  

 
1.5 Temporary Storage Sites (Oily Waste) and Oiled Equipment Cleaning Sites 
 1.5.1 Temporary Storage Sites 
 1.5.2 Oiled Equipment Cleaning Sites (preferred facility) 
 1.9.8 Envirowaste (preferred operator – Maritime NZ contract) see 1.9.8 below  
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 1.6 Oiled Wildlife Response Equipment 
 1.6.1 Regional Wildlife Kits & Regional Oiled Wildlife Response Trailers  
 1.6.2 Limits on Southland & Otago Regional Response Expectations 
 1.6.3 Generic Wildlife Response Options 
 1.6.4 Dwyertech Services Ltd Assessment Sheets 
 1.6.5 Oiled Wildlife Response Trailer 

 
1.7 Resources (Boats) 
 1.7.1 Steve Gooding Marine Services, Invercargill 
 1.7.2 Riverton Coastguard 
 1.7.3 Department of Conservation Boats (Preferred supplier of dinghies at Stewart Island) 
 1.7.4 Environment Southland Boats (preferred supplier for exercises and general response) 
 1.7.4(a) Stewart Island Vessels 
 1.7.5 Stewart Island Water Taxis 
 1.7.6 Foveaux Express, Bluff & Stewart Island 
 1.7.7 “Southern Isle” Charters (Herbie Hansen), Stewart Island 
 1.7.8 Kiri Waipai Charters, Bluff 
 1.7.9 Tawaki Dive, Milford Sound 
 1.7.10 Southland Powerboat Club Rescue Boat – Lower Oreti River, New River Estuary 
 1.7.11 Deep Cove Hostel Boats, Doubtful Sound 
 1.7.12 Port Maintenance, Bluff (preferred supplier of dinghies at Bluff) 
 1.7.13 Virago Charters, Bluff 
 1.7.14 Brendon Frew, Invercargill 
 1.7.15 Commercial Boat Database (ex Mfish via Harbourmaster) 
 1.7.16 Maritime NZ Oil Skimmer Barges  
 1.7.17 Unleashed, Milford Sound 
 1.7.18 Meridian Boat at West Arm, Lake Manapouri (Doubtful Sound) (preferred operator in Deep Cove, Doubtful Sound) 
 1.7.19 Wai Marino, Invercargill 
 1.7.20 Awesome, Southland 

 
1.8 Resources (Aircraft) 
 1.8.1 Southern Lakes Helicopters (preferred operator for helicopter reconnaissance in Fiordland) 
 1.8.2 Waterwings Airways 
 1.8.3 Airstrips 
 1.8.4 Heli Harvest Ltd 
 1.8.5 Rakiura Helicopters 
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 1.8.6 Helicopter Companies used for Spraying Purposes by Environment Southland 
  (preferred operator for  spraying operations) 
 1.8.7 The Helicopter Line New Zealand (Fiordland) 
 1.8.8 Covertex Inflatable Rescue Bridge 
 1.8.9 Yellow Pages 
 1.8.10 Stewart Island Flights (preferred operator for fixed wing reconnaissance ex Invercargill) 

  
1.9 Resources (Specialist) 
 1.9.1 Petroleum Waste Solutions/Services (preferred operator after Envirowaste – see 1.9.8) 
 1.9.2 Covertex Shelters and Pillow Tanks 
 1.9.3 Army Resources 
 1.9.4 Dark & Turbid Water Imaging Service 
 1.9.5 Specialist Vehicles 
 1.9.6 Commercial Divers 
 1.9.7 HiAb Trucks (Port Maintenance or Purdues) 
 1.9.8 Envirowaste (preferred operator – Maritime NZ contract) 

 
1.10 Resources (Accommodation in remote places) 
 1.10.1 Milford Sound Emergency Response Plan – Alternative Accommodation/ 
  Cooking Facilities including boats 
 1.10.2 “A Boaties Guide to Fiordland” – On Shore Accommodation 
 1.10.3 Deep Cove Accommodation  
 1.10.4 Kisbee (Preservation) Lodge  at Cromarty in Preservation Inlet 
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 1.0 Emergency Operations Centre  (EOC) 

 

1.0.1 Location and Layout 

 
The Emergency Operations Centre is located in “Tau Whakamaru”, an outbuilding at Environment Southland’s offices at the corner of Price Street and North 
Road, Invercargill.  “Tau Whakamaru” houses Emergency Management Southland, the civil defence entity for Southland. This facility is equipped with 
telephone, facsimile, email, GIS, internet, whiteboards (including a Smartboard), charts, topo maps, individual offices for advisors and radio communications.  
The diagram on the following page illustrates the layout of the Emergency Operations Centre.   
 
The Emergency Operations Centre may be supplemented by forward command posts located nearer the scene of the spill. 
 

1.0.2 Support Equipment 

 
The EOC contains the following supporting equipment and materials: 
 

 charts 

 Topo 50 maps 

 1 Smartboard 

 2 wall mounted whiteboards 

 4 mobile whiteboards 

 1 laser printer/photocopier/fax 

 2 data projectors 

 air conditioning  

 chart tables 

 24 hour clock 

 identification vests 

 16 computers in the Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) with GIS electronic maps and Internet 

 Sky TV 

 16 telephones 

 clipboards 

 pin number entry 
 
The offices surrounding the central EOC contain the following supporting equipment and materials in addition to the above: 
 

 at least 2 PCs per office 
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 chart tables 

 usual office furniture 

 air conditioning 
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 Emergency Operations Centre 
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 1.1 Mobilisation Procedures 

 
1.1.1 Authority 
 
 These instructions set out the procedure to be followed when mobilising equipment in response to a marine oil spill.  The decision to mobilise equipment 

will generally be made by the Regional On Scene Commander but for spills inside the Bluff Harbour, the Regional On Scene Commander will normally 
make the decision after consultation with Port Maintenance Ltd. 

 
1.1.2 Maritime NZ Marine Oil Spill Response Equipment 
 
 Equipment (See Annex 1.4.1 for list) is located in the Carpenters Store in the South Port complex workshop/garage area (see Port of Bluff Berth and 

Facility Plan in Annex 1.4.3).  Access to this store is gained by contacting Port Maintenance 03) 212 7674 (bus), 027 240 7820 (mobile), (03) 212 7076 
(after hours) or the Duty Pilot (03) 212 8159 (24 hours) who will make arrangements for the store to be opened and plant and manpower to load the 

equipment.  Keys are held at Port Maintenance and in the watchhouse.  
          

1.1.3 Transportation  
 
 The equipment will usually be moved to the spill site by road, but may also be moved by vessel or aircraft.  The accessibility of the destination, the time to 

transport the equipment to its destination (by land, sea or air) and the means of unloading the equipment will need to be considered.  Many of the items are 
pre-packed, cumbersome and heavy.  Accordingly, equipment may need to be re-configured for transportation to the OSC’s chosen destination, and the 
means to load and unload must be provided. 

 
 The Oil Spill equipment stored at South Port will be transported to a spill site within the Port area by Port Maintenance or South Port forklifts and trucks 

that are available at the time.  Port Maintenance is a company based in Bluff (see Section 1.1.2 above Annex 1.7.12 for contact details) and also has boats 
and staff trained in oil spill response. 

 
 For spills outside the Port that require road transportation the Regional Council may contract the services of a Port Maintenance Hi Ab truck or in the 

event that a local truck is not available, a Hi Ab truck from Purdues or any transport company (see yellow pages “Transport Operators”) NB: That 
transport trucks which are not off-road/4WD may not be able to negotiate small access roads.  

 
 When ordering vehicles (preferably in writing) ensure that: 

 the type of equipment and its store is specified; 

 direct contact isestablished with the driver if possible; 

 the destination of the equipment is clearly specified, and repeated back by the transport dispatcher; 

 his/her ETA at the destination; 
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 the driver reports any unforeseen delay en route to the scene; and his/her arrival at the destination; 

 the driver's orders after delivering the equipment are understood. 
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 1.2 Supporting Equipment (Oil Spill Equipment and Other  Resources) 

 
1.2.1 Oil Spill Equipment 
 
 Sections 1.4.-1.10 of this Annex contains a list of oil spill equipment, vehicles, boats, helicopters, sucker trucks, specialised equipment or service providers 

(including oily waste), aircraft and accommodation houses (including live-aboard boats) that may be available to respond to a marine oil spill in the coastal 
marine area. 

 
1.2.2 Oil Spill Safety Equipment 
 
 The Council has a limited supply of oil spill safety equipment some of which is stored at the Regional Council and some of which is stored in South Port’s 

main store next to where the Maritime NZ oil spill equipment is stored.   
 
 The equipment stored at the Regional Council consists of eight sets of wet weather gear (See Annex 1.4.16 for a full list) stored in two dive bags in the 

southwest corner of Harbourmaster’s office, plus “personal to officer” equipment and safety equipment stored in vehicles. 
 
 The following safety equipment is stored next to the Marine Oil Spill Equipment at South Port: 
 

 3 full face respirators  

 3 overalls and gloves  

 barrier cream 
 

 Supplementary safety clothing is available from NZ Safety Limited, 114 Clyde Street, Invercargill, telephone: (03) 218 4273 or fax: (03) 214 9986. 
 
 

1.3 Local, Regional and National Support 

 
1.3.1 Local 
 
 The Southland Rural Fire Authority (SRFA), based at the Southand District Council, has resource databases that it maintains for rural fire purposes.  The 

SRFA staff can access these databases and advise oil spill response personnel on the availability of resources.  Emergency Management Southland staff 
have similar resources.  The SRFA also has access to a caravan that can be used as a forward command centre/base. 

 
1.3.2 Regional 
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 A reciprocal, but dated, agreement exists with the Otago Regional Council to support an operation in the Southland region (see Annex 6).  Otago Regional 

Council will mobilise, and arrange the delivery of, their regionally based equipment to a specified site within Southland.    A similar agreement exists with 
the West Coast Regional Council (see Annex 6 also). 

 
1.3.3 National   
 
 The ROSC may request that some/all of the national resources of the Maritime NZ be mobilised to support a Tier 2 operation.  These requests are to be 

made to the Oil Spill Duty Officer ph 04 473 6369 [24 hours].  
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 1.4 Equipment (Oil Spill) 

 
 
 

 

Annex 1.4.1 
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NOTE: 
 
Photo ID is required to obtain access to the Island Harbour at South Port.  If possible, ring security (03 212 8159, 24 hr number) prior to arrival to 
advise of the purpose of the visit and the number and names of personnel.  Alternatively, fill in the “Notice of Arrival” form that is available on the 
South Port website http://www.southport.co.nz/assets/downloads/South_Port_Ship_Advance_Notice_of_Arrival_Form.pdf and email it to South 
Port. 

  

http://www.southport.co.nz/assets/downloads/South_Port_Ship_Advance_Notice_of_Arrival_Form.pdf
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Schedule A 
 
Contents List of Maritime New Zealand Equipment Systems/Packages stored at South Port, Bluff  
 
Environment Southland 
 
Boom Systems 
 

Item Description No. Held 

Harbour boom Each 100 meter system includes 
5 - Booms 20 meters long 

6 - 22S anchors C/W 6 meter chain 
4 - Anchor bridles 
2 - end connectors 
6 - support buoys 
6 - marker buoys 

1 - 440 meter anchor warp, 10mm dia 
 

 
 
 
 
3 
 
 
 

Land/Sea boom 
80 m  

Each 80 meter system includes 
4 - Boom lengths 20 meters long 

4 - 22S anchors c/w 6 meter chain 
2 - end connectors 
4 - marker buoys 

1 - ballast pump c/w hose and connections 
1 - inflator c/w connections 

1- 220 meters anchor warp, 14mm dia 
 

 
 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
 

Land/Sea boom 
60 m  

Each 60 meter system includes 
3 - Boom lengths 20 meters long 

4 - 22S anchors c/w 6 meter chain 
2 - end connectors 
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 Item Description No. Held 

4 - marker buoys 
1 - ballast pump c/w hose and connections 

1 -inflator c/w connections 
1 - 220 meters anchor warp, 14mm dia 

 

2 
 
 
 

Rapid deployment boom Each 99 meter system includes 
1 - 66 meter boom 
1 - 33 meter boom 
2 - marker buoys 

2 - end connectors 
1 - 70 meter anchor warp, 14mm dia 

 

 
 
 
2 
 
 
 

 
Skimming Systems 
 

Item Description No. 
Held 

Ramjet rope mop 
 
 

Delta Head Skimmer 

Each system includes 
 
 

On Delta Head for attachment to a suction hose 

 
 
 
1 
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 Global skimmer Each system includes 
1 - spate pump 

3 - discharge hose 
1 - suction hose 

1 - skimmer 
2 - floats 

2 - crescent spanners 
1 - hose adaptor 

 

 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
 
 

Komara skimmer 
 

Each system includes 
1 - Power pack 

1 - Skimmer 
3 - Discharge hose 
1 - Suction hose 

1 - Hydraulic hose set 
1 - Float set 
1 - Strum 

1 - Lifting sling set 
1 - Adapter, Camlock to fire couplings 

 

 
 
 
1 

Desmi Minimax skimmer Each system includes 
1 - skimmer 

1 - spate pump 
1 - suction hose, oil resistant 

3 - discharge hose, oil resistant 
2 - floats 
1 - strum 

1 - hose adaptor 
 

 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 
 

 Pump Systems 
 

Item Description No. Held 

Spate pump Each system includes 
1 - spate pump 

3 - discharge hose, oil resistant 
1 - suction hose, oil resistant 

1 - strum 
1 - foot valve 

1 - adaptor 
1 - hose adaptor 

 

 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
 
 

 
Temporary Storage Systems 

 

Item Description No. Held 

Frame tank – 
25,000 ltr 

 

Each system includes 
1 - 25,000 ltr liner 

1 - frame set 
1 - cover 

 

 
 
1 
 
 

Frame Tank – 
15,000 ltr 

Each system includes 
1 - 15,000 ltr liner 

1 - frame set 
1 - cover 

 

 
 
1 
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 Flexidam – 10,000 ltr Each system includes 
1 - 10,000 ltr Flexidam 

1 - Cover / Ground sheet 
1 - Repair kit 

 

 
 
2 

 

 
Dispersant Application 
 
Dispersant use still remains an option for a Tier 2 response. The procedure for utilising this option is the same as any other piece of kit available in 
the National Equipment stockpile. A request should be made to the OSDO. The decision making process around its use would remain the same 
(i.e work through the Dispersant Use Guidelines).  

Item Description No. Held 

 Dispersant stockpile removed 2017  

   

   

 
Ancillaries 
 

Item Description No. Held 

Hand wringer for sorbent 
 

Each system includes 
1 - Handwringer 

 

 
1 
 

Hand Pump Each system includes 
1 – Handpump 

 
1 

Dolav Storage Bin Each System includes 
1 – 700 ltr Dolav Bin complete with lid 

 
1 
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Wildlife Support (See 1.4.2 also) 
 

Item Description No. Held 

Wildlife Support Equipment 
 
Capture 
 
 
 
 
Bin 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bin 2 

Each system includes Number 
Crate (Blue Box) 1 
Storage Bins 3 
Transport boxes 50 
Matasorb (sorbent maps) 100 
Wildlife collection tags 75 
Long handled dip nets 10 
Pillow cases 50 
Tyvex suits – size M 3 
Tyvex suits – size L 12 
Tyvex suits – size XL 12 
Tyvex suits – sixe XXL 3 

Nitrile gloves (disposable) – size S 2 boxes 
Nitrile gloves (disposable) – size M 2 boxes 
Nitrile gloves (disposable) – size L 3 boxes 
Safety sunglasses 20 pairs 
PVC gloves (green rubber) 20 pairs 

High visibility safety vests 20 
Whistles 20 
Hibitane/Hibiclens disinfectant – 500 ml 1 

Paper towels 10 rolls 
Alcohol hand gel (small bottles) 20 

Field note books (plastic paper) 10 
Pencils 20 
Field Guide to Birds of NZ 1 
Infectious waste bags 20 
Plastic leg bands for bird ID 50 
Sharpie pens 10 

1 
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 Stablisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bin 3 
Dead bird collection 

 
50 ml syringes, without catheter 20 
20 ml syringes, without catheter 15 
10 ml syringes, without catheter 15 

Roll of silicone tubing 20 m 
Cotton buds 5 pkts 

0.9% NaC1 (500 ml bottle) 2 
Squeeze bottles 3 
Digital thermometer 1 

Electrolytes, powder 
 

Plastic bags 100 
Cable ties, 200 mm  100 
Cable ties, 100 mm 100 
Clipboards 5 
Writing pads 5 
Nylon rope – 4 mm 30 m 2 
Animal admission logs in folder 60 
Register of equipment (in and out) 1 
Stock rotation schedule 1 
Audit checklist 1 
Non-tamper plastic sealing bag 1 

Bird scare tape 5 rolls 
Air horn 1 

 
 

Nitrile gloves – check expiry dates during audit and replace as necessary 
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Consumables 

 
The following details the target stock level for the listed consumable items. Operational usage and replenishment of these items will be ongoing. All 
usage and replenishment is to be recorded and communicated to Maritime New Zealand. 
 
Sorbents 
 

Description Stock 

Pads 1,600 
Booms 48 
Pillows 60 
Snares 60 
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Regional Wildlife Response Equipment Contents 
 

Blue Box (Stored at South Port, Bluff) See Annex 1.4.1. 
 

These contents are intended to cater for 50 birds and 20 field personnel 
 

  Item Use Number Supplier 

On 
shopping 

list? 

Check 
? 

        

Capture  Transport boxes  
Transportation 
of birds 50 Contact NZWHC 

  

  Matasorb (sorbent mats) 

Lining bottom 
of transport 
boxes 100 Process lubricants 

  

  Pillow cases 

Holding birds 
before placing 
in transport 
boxes 50 Manchester retailer 

  

  Wildlife Collection tags 

Labelling 
boxes (live) & 
Bags (dead) 75 Contact NZWHC 

  

  Long handled dip nets 
Net capture of 
birds 10 Fishing store or similar 

  

Bin 1  Tyvex suits - size M PPE 3 Safety store   

  Tyvex suits - size L PPE 12 Safety store   

  Tyvex suits - size XL PPE 12 Safety store   

  Tyvex suits - size XXL PPE 3 Safety store   

  Nitrile gloves (disposable) - size S PPE 2 boxes Safety store   

  Nitrile gloves (disposable) - size M PPE 2 boxes Safety store   

  Nitrile gloves (disposable) - size L PPE 3 boxes Safety store   

  Safety sunglasses PPE 20 pairs Safety store   

Annex 1.4.2 
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   PVC gloves PPE 20 pairs Safety store   

  High visibility Safety Vests PPE 20 Safety store   

  Whistles 

Attracting 
attention in 
the field 20 Tramping store 

  

  Hibitane/Hibiclens disinfectant - 500ml Hand cleaning 1 
Order through local 
veterinarian 

  

  Paper towels Hand cleaning 10 rolls 
 
supermarket 

 
Y 

 

  Alcohol hand gel (small bottles) Hand cleaning 20 supermarket 
 

Y 
 

  Field note books (plastic paper) Field notes 10 www.geosystems.co.nz   

  Pencils Field notes 20 Local bookshop   

  Field Guide to Birds of NZ 
Species 
Identification 1 Local bookshop 

 
Y 

 

  Infectious waste bags 
Containing 
oiled PPE etc 20 Contact NZWHC 

  

  Plastic leg bands for bird ID Bird ID 50 Contact NZWHC   

  Sharpie pens Labelling 10 Local bookshop   

Bin 2 -
Stabilisation  50ml syringes, without catheter 

Oral fluid 
administration 20 

Order through local 
veterinarian 

  

  20ml syringes, without catheter 
Oral fluid 
administration 15 

Order through local 
veterinarian 

  

  10ml syringes, without catheter 
Oral fluid 
administration 15 

Order through local 
veterinarian 

  

  Roll of silicone tubing 
Oral fluid 
administration 20 m Rubbermark 

  

  Cotton buds 

Cleaning oil 
from eyes and 
mouth  5 pkts Pharmacy 

  

  0.9% NaCl (500ml bottle) 

Cleaning oil 
from eyes and 
mouth  2 Get at local veterinarians 

 
Y 

 

  Squeeze bottles 

Cleaning oil 
from eyes and 
mouth 3 Plastic box 
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  Digital thermometer 

Cloacal 
temperature 
taking 1 Local chemist/pharmacy 

  

  Electrolytes, powder 
Oral fluid 
administration  

Pharmacy, supermarket, vet 
clinic 

 
Y 

 

Bin 3 - Dead bird 
collection  Plastic bags 

Holding dead 
birds 100 Plastic box 

  

  Cable ties, 200mm Sealing bags 100 Hardware store   

  Cable ties, 100mm Sealing bags 100 Hardware store   

Bin 3 - Administration 
etc Clipboards  5 Bookshop 

  

  Writing Pads  5 Bookshop   

  Nylon rope - 4mm 30m  2 Hardware store   

  
Animal admission logs in folder Complete for 

each animal 60 Photocopied forms 
  

  Register of equipment (in and out)  1 Contact NZWHC   

  Stock rotation schedule  1 Contact NZWHC   

  Audit checklist  1 Contact NZWHC   

  Non-tamper plastic sealing tag  1 Contact NZWHC/MNZ   

  Bird scare tape Hazing 5 rolls Farm supplier   

  Sports horn Hazing 1 NZ Safety   

        

  Rotatable stock:      

  
Nitrile gloves – check expiry dates during 
audit and replace as necessary     
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 Regional Oiled Wildlife Response Trailers (One stored at South Port, Bluff) See Annex 1.6.5 
 

These contents are intended to cater for 50 birds, 20 field personnel and 12 wash personnel 
 

PERMANENT TRAILER ITEMS 

Equipment 
 

Bin Category Use Number 
 

Supplier Checked 

Waders (various sizes) 1 Search & capture/PPE Field work 5 Massey   

First aid kit 2 Search & capture/PPE Rehab centre + staging site 1 NZ Safety  

waterproof notebooks 2 Search & Capture Recording 10 (1 per field team) Science supplier  

Pencils 2 Search & Capture Recording 50 (2 per recorder) Stationery retailer  

Bird bands 2 Search & Capture Identification of individuals 150 minimum Massey  

Wildlife collection tags 2 Search & Capture Identification of individuals 75 Massey  

Dead bird bags 2 Search & Capture Collecting dead birds 100 Packaging retailer  

Cable ties (100 mm) 2 Search & Capture Collecting dead birds 100 Packaging retailer  

Field guide to birds of NZ 2 Search & Capture species ID 1 Stationery retailer  

'Danger' Tape (300 m ) 2 Search & Capture constructing areas of exclusion 1 NZ Safety  

Bird Scare Tape 2 Search & Capture hazing 6 Farmlands  

Sports horn 2 Search & Capture hazing 5 Safety shop  

Pillow cases 2 Search & Capture Collecting live birds 50 Manchester shore  

Hand nets - Search & Capture Capture 10 Fishing store  

Matasorb' Sorbent mats - Search & Capture Bottom of transport boxes 100 Process lubricants  

Transport boxes - Large - Search & Capture Transport 20 Massey  

Transport Boxes - Small - Search & Capture Transport 30 Massey  

Tarpaulins (4 x 6 m) - Staging Shelter 4 Hardware store  

Warratah stakes & caps - Staging Shelter 6 Farmlands  

Wind break (50 m rolls) - Staging Shelter 2 Hardware store  

Trestle Table - Staging Field stabilisation platform 1 Hardware store  

Rope 3 Tools Shelter 4 Hardware store  

Masking tape 3 Tools general 5 Hardware store  

Long-handled pruners 3 Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Saw 3 Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Stanley Knife  3 Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Tape Measure 3 Tools general 1 Hardware store  
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 Bottle Jack, 4000kg 3 Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Staple Gun 3 Tools Constructing shelter 1 Hardware store  

Staples (box of) 3 Tools Constructing shelter 1 Hardware store  

WD-40 3 Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Wheel Brace 3 Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Duct Tape 3 Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Cloth Tape 3 Tools General 1 Hardware store  

Torches, dolphin 3 Tools general 5 Hardware store  

Cable ties 200 mm 3 Tools general 20 Hardware store  

Extension Cords (30 m) 3 Tools general 2 Hardware store  

Tergo bird wash (20 L) - Wash Detergent 2 Massey stockpile  

Large wash tubs - Wash Wash 6 Hardware store  

Fire extinguisher 4 Wash/PPE Stabilisation, wash 1 NZ Safety  

Plastic aprons 4 Wash/PPE Wash 12 NZ Safety  

Water pik 4 Wash Cleaning head 1 Dental supplier  

Tooth brushes 4 Wash Cleaning head 20 Supermarket  

Small plastic tubs 4 Wash Holding wash equipment 10 Hardware store  

small measuring jugs 4 Wash Detergent 4 Supermarket  

Squeeze bottles 4 Wash Cleaning head 5 Pharmacy  

Towels 4 Wash wrapping 20 Department store  

Cotton tips (pkt of 100) 4 Wash Clean oil from delicate tissues 5 Pharmacy  

Silicon tube; sm x 20m 5 Stabilisation Rehydration 1 Massey  

Silicon tube: lg x 4 m  5 Stabilisation Rehydration 1 Massey  

50 ml syringe 5  Stabilisation Rehydration 20 Massey  

20 ml syringe 5 Stabilisation Rehydration 15 Massey  

10 ml syringe 5 Stabilisation Rehydration 15 Massey  

Cotton tips (pkt of 100) 5 Stabilisation Clean oil from delicate tissues 10 Pharmacy  

Fire extinguisher 5 Stabilisation/PPE Stabilisation, wash 1 NZ Safety  

Heat lamps 6 Stabilisation temperature modification 10 Hardware store  

bulbs for heat lamps 6 Stabilisation temperature modification 10 Hardware store  

Enclosure thermometers 6 Stabilisation Temperature monitoring 3 Electronics store  

Scalpel Blades, Size 22  7 Postmortem Avian necropsy 100 Medical supplier  

Scalpel Handles 7 Postmortem Avian necropsy 1 Medical supplier  

Scissors, sharp 7 Postmortem Avian necropsy 1 Medical supplier  
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 Scissors, blunt 7 Postmortem Avian necropsy 1 Medical supplier  

Forceps 7 Postmortem Avian necropsy 1 Medical supplier  

Bone-cutting forceps 7 Postmortem Avian necropsy 1 Medical supplier  

Specimen Pottles Pink 7 Postmortem Sample collection 100 Medical supplier  

Bags, Biohazard  7 Postmortem Waste collection 10 Medical supplier  

Small sharps container 7 Postmortem Used scalpel collection 1 Medical supplier  

Tissue cassettes/sponges 7 Postmortem Fixing tissue in formalin 20 Medical supplier  

Whirlpak bags 7 Postmortem Storing tissues once fixed 100 Medical supplier  

Waterproof labels 7 Postmortem To go in formalin with tissues 1 notebook Science supplier  

Syringes - 1ml 8 Veterinary Blood collection 100 Medical supplier  

Needles, 25g, 3/4 inch  8 Veterinary Blood collection 100 Medical supplier  

Capillary Tubes 8 Veterinary Blood collection for PCV/TPP 400 Medical supplier  

Cristaseal (Sealant) 8 Veterinary Blood collection for PCV/TPP 2 Medical supplier  

Refractometer 8 Veterinary Reading TPP 1 Medical supplier  

PCV chart  8 Veterinary Assess PCV 1 Medical supplier  

Calculator 8 Veterinary Fluid calculations etc 1 Stationery retailer  

Field centrifuge - Veterinary Spin capillary tubes 1 Medical supplier  

Cotton Balls (pkt of) 8 Veterinary Swab for venipuncture site 1 Pharmacy  

Micropore tape 8 Veterinary For venipuncture site 1 Medical supplier  

Coverslips (pkt of) 8 Veterinary parasitology 2 Medical supplier  

Microscope Slides (pkt of) 8 Veterinary parasitology 1 Medical supplier  

Small sharps container 8 Veterinary Used needles etc 1 Medical supplier  

Slide holder 8 Veterinary Fixing slides 1 Medical supplier  

Stethoscope 8 Veterinary Auscultation 1 Medical supplier  

Thermometer - digital 8 Veterinary Cloacal temperature 1 Medical supplier  

Multisorb swabs – box sm 8 Veterinary Wound dressings 1 Medical supplier  

Multisorb swabs – box lrg 8 Veterinary Wound dressings 1 Medical supplier  

Vet wrap 8 Veterinary Bandaging 5 Medical supplier  

Soffban 8 Veterinary Bandaging 5 Medical supplier  

Melolin 8 Veterinary Bandaging 20 Medical supplier  

First aid kit 8 Veterinary/PPE Rehab centre + staging site 1 NZ Safety  

Zeolite - Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning up spills 1 Engineer supplier  
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 TRAILER SHOPPING LIST (Items to be purchased locally) 

Equipment Category Use Number 

 
 

Supplier 

On 
Shopping 

list 

Tyvex suits PPE All stages 
1/person/day 

for 3 days 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Nitrile gloves size S (box 
of 100) PPE All stages 

10 pairs / 
person / day for 

3 days 

NZ Safety 

Y 

Nitrile gloves size M (box 
of 100) PPE All stages 

10 pairs / 
person / day for 

3 days 

NZ Safety 

Y 

Nitrile gloves size L (box 
of 100) PPE All stages 

10 pairs / 
person / day for 

3 days 

NZ Safety 

Y 

Protective sunglasses PPE Field work 
1 per field 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Rubber gumboots PPE Wash, stabilisation 

1 per field 
personnel - 

sizes variable 

NZ Safety 

Y 

Sunblock PPE Field work 1 per field team Supermarket Y 

Sunhats PPE Field work 
1 per field 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

First aid kit - small PPE Field work 
one per field 

team 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Waterproof jackets + 
pants PPE Field work 

1 pair per field 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Ear plugs PPE Wash 
1 packet per 

wash personnel 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Safety goggles PPE Stabilisation, wash 
1 pair per wash 

personnel 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Overalls, cotton PPE All stages 
3 pairs per 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Long gloves PPE Wash 
1 per wash 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Face visors PPE Wash 
1 per wash 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 
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Boot covers PPE Wash 

1 per wash 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Whistles PPE Field work 
1 per field 
personnel 

Tramping store 
Y 

PVC gloves PPE Field work 
1 pair per field 

personnel 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Alcohol hand gel (small 
bottles) PPE Field work 

1 per field 
personnel 

Supermarket / Pharmacy 
Y 

Batteries for torches Tools general 5 Hardware store Y 

Toothbrushes Wash Cleaning head 10 Supermarket Y 

Funnels Wash Pouring bird wash 2 Supermarket Y 

Electrolytes (Animal 
brands e.g. “Revive” for 
calfs, are preferable. 
Human brands are ok) Stabilisation Rehydration 

to make 10 
litres 

 
Massey / Veterinarian / Rural 

Supplier / Pharmacy 
Y 

Saline (500 ml bottle) Stabilisation Removal of oil from eyes/nares 10 
Massey / Veterinarian / 

Pharmacy Y 

Formalin (small bottle) Postmortem Fixing tissues 1 
Massey / Veterinarian / Rural 

supplier Y 

A4 Lined Pads Stationary general 25 Stationery retailer Y 

Clipboards Stationary general 25 Stationery retailer Y 

Pencil Sharpener Stationary general 25 Stationery retailer Y 

Duct tape Stationary general 3 Hardware store Y 

Sharpie Permanent 
Marker Black Stationary general 25 

Stationery retailer 
Y 

Food blender Feeding Rehabilitation - food prep 1 Department store Y 

Electronic Scales Feeding Rehabilitation - food prep 1 Department store Y 

Batteries for electronic 
kitchen scales Feeding Rehabilitation - food prep as necessary 

Hardware store 
Y 

Set of kitchen knives Feeding Rehabilitation - food prep 2 Department store Y 

Broom Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 2 Supermarket Y 

Buckets Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 5 Supermarket Y 

Chux Regular Cloths Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 8 Supermarket Y 

Dustpan & Brush Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 2 Supermarket Y 

Garbage Bags (roll of 10) Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 3 Supermarket Y 

Paper Hand Towels (roll) Cleaning & hygiene Stabilisation/Cleaning 12 Supermarket Y 
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Paper Kitchen Towels 
(roll) Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 4 

Supermarket 
Y 

Mop Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 1 Supermarket Y 

Dish cleaning brushes Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 2 Supermarket Y 

Scrubbing Brush Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 3 Supermarket Y 

Hibiclens, 500ml  Cleaning & hygiene Bacteriocidal cleaning 2 Medical supplier Y 

Simple Green All Purpose 
Cleaner Cleaning & hygiene General surface cleaner 1 

Hardware store 
Y 

Dishwashing liquid Cleaning & hygiene Rehabilitation 1 Supermarket Y 

Tube Simple Green Hand 
Cleaner Gel Cleaning & hygiene Hand cleaning 2 

Hardware store 
Y 

Trigene (Animal Trigene 
Advance, 1 Litre bottle) Cleaning & hygiene General purpose disinfectant 2 

Medical supplier 
Y 

 
 

WD-40 Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Wheel Brace Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Duct Tape Tools general 1 Hardware store  

Torches, dolphin Tools general 5 Hardware store  

Cable ties 200 mm, pkt 
20 Tools general 1 

Hardware store 
 

Extension Cords (50 m) Tools general 2 Hardware store  

Bird Scaring Tape (150 m 
roll) Hazing hazing 2 

Horticultural supplier e.g 
FruitFED  

gas cannons Hazing hazing 1 
Horticultural supplier e.g 

FruitFED  

gas bottle Hazing hazing 1 Hardware store  

Tergo bird wash (20 L) Wash Detergent 1 Massey stockpile  

Wash tub Wash Wash 2 Enquire with Massey  

Wash tub stand Wash Wash 2 Enquire with Massey  

Water testing kit Wash Assessing water hardness 1 Enviroequip  

Water pik Wash Cleaning head 1 Dental supplier  

Large plastic tubs Wash Carrying water 4 Hardware store  

Small plastic tubs Wash Holding wash equipment 10 Hardware store  

small measuring jugs Wash Detergent 4 Supermarket  
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 Squeeze bottles Wash Cleaning head 5 Pharmacy  

Towels (pre-washed) Wash wrapping 10 Department store  

Silicone tubing 
(sm & lg 20 m rolls) Stabilisation Rehydration 1 of ea 

Rubbermark 
 

Crop needles, curved (set 
of 3) Stabilisation Rehydration 1 

Enquire with Massey 
 

Heat lamps Stabilisation temperature modification 10 Hardware store  

bulbs for heat lamps Stabilisation temperature modification 10 Hardware store  

Scalpel Blades Box 100 x 
Size 22  Postmortem Avian necropsy 1 

Medical supplier 
 

Scalpel Handles Postmortem Avian necropsy 3 Medical supplier  

Scissors, mayo Postmortem Avian necropsy 2 Medical supplier  

Scissors, sharp Postmortem Avian necropsy 2 Medical supplier  

Forceps, rat tooth Postmortem Avian necropsy 2 Medical supplier  

Specimen Pottles Pink Postmortem Sample collection 100 Medical supplier  

Bags, Biohazard  Postmortem Waste collection 4 or 5 Medical supplier  

Small sharps container Postmortem Used scapel collection 1 Medical supplier  

Lidded plastic specimen 
containers Postmortem 

Storing formalised tissues until 
fixed 20 

Medical supplier 
 

Whirlpak bags Postmortem Storing tissues once fixed 100 Medical supplier  

Waterproof labels 
(notebook) Postmortem To go in formalin with tissues 1 

Geosystems NZ 
 

Field guide to birds of NZ Stationary species ID 1 Stationery retailer  

'Danger' Tape (300 m 
roll) Stationary constructing areas of exclusion 1 

NZ Safety 
 

Zeolite, bucket of Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning up spills 1 Engineering supplier  

Syringes - 1ml (100/box) Veterinary Blood collection 1 Medical supplier  

Needles, 25g, 3/4 inch 
(100/box) Veterinary Blood collection 1 

Medical supplier 
 

Capillary Tubes (100/pkt) Veterinary Blood collection for PCV/TPP 2 Medical supplier  

Cristaseal (Capillary Tube 
Sealant) Veterinary Blood collection for PCV/TPP 2 

Medical supplier 
 

Refractometer Veterinary Reading TPP 1 Medical supplier  

PCV chart  Veterinary Assess PCV 1 Medical supplier  

Field centrifuge Veterinary Spin capillary tubes 1 Medical supplier  

Cotton Balls (pkt of) Veterinary Swab for venipuncture site 1 Supermarket / Pharmacy  
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 Micropore tape Veterinary For venipuncture site if necessary 1 Medical supplier  

Coverslips (pkt of) Veterinary Faecal wet prep for parasitology 1 Medical supplier  

Microscope Slides (pkt of) Veterinary Faecal wet prep for parasitology 1 Medical supplier  

Sharps Containers Veterinary Used needles etc 1 Medical supplier  

Stethoscope Veterinary Auscultation 1 Medical supplier  

Thermometer - digital Veterinary Cloacal temperature 1 Medical supplier  

Thermometer - glass Veterinary To back up digital one 1 Medical supplier  

Tyvex suits PPE All stages 
1/person/day 

for 3 days 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Nitrile gloves size S (box 
of 100) PPE All stages 

10 pairs / 
person / day for 

3 days 

NZ Safety 

Y 

Nitrile gloves size M (box 
of 100) PPE All stages 

10 pairs / 
person / day for 

3 days 

NZ Safety 

Y 

Nitrile gloves size L (box 
of 100) PPE All stages 

10 pairs / 
person / day for 

3 days 

NZ Safety 

Y 

Protective sunglasses PPE Field work 
1 per field 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Rubber gumboots PPE Wash, stabilisation 

1 per field 
personnel - 

sizes variable 

NZ Safety 

Y 

Sunblock PPE Field work 1 per field team Supermarket Y 

Sunhats PPE Field work 
1 per field 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

First aid kit - small PPE Field work 
one per field 

team 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Waterproof jackets + 
pants PPE Field work 

1 pair per field 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Ear plugs PPE Wash 
1 packet per 

wash personnel 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Safety goggles PPE Stabilisation, wash 
1 pair per wash 

personnel 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Overalls, cotton PPE All stages 
3 pairs per 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Long gloves PPE Wash 1 per wash NZ Safety Y 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 
 

 
personnel 

Face visors PPE Wash 
1 per wash 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Boot covers PPE Wash 
1 per wash 
personnel 

NZ Safety 
Y 

Whistles PPE Field work 
1 per field 
personnel 

Tramping store 
Y 

PVC gloves PPE Field work 
1 pair per field 

personnel 
NZ Safety 

Y 

Alcohol hand gel (small 
bottles) PPE Field work 

1 per field 
personnel 

Supermarket / Pharmacy 
Y 

Batteries for torches Tools general 2 Hardware store Y 

Toothbrushes Wash Cleaning head 10 Supermarket Y 

Funnels Wash Pouring bird wash 2 Supermarket Y 

Electrolytes (Animal 
brands e.g. “Revive” for 
calfs, are preferable. 
Human brands are ok) Stabilisation Rehydration 

to make 10 
litres 

 
Veterinarian / Rural Supplier / 

Pharmacy 
Y 

Cotton tips (pkt of 100) Stabilisation / wash 
Removal of oil from delicate 

tissues 15 
Supermarket / Pharmacy 

Y 

Saline (500 ml bottle) Stabilisation 
Removal of oil from eyes and 

nares 10 
Veterinarian / Pharmacy 

Y 

Formalin (small bottle) Postmortem Fixing tissues 1 Veterinarian / Rural supplier Y 

A4 Lined Pads Stationary general 25 Stationery retailer Y 

Clipboards Stationary general 25 Stationery retailer Y 

Pencil Stationary general 50 Stationery retailer Y 

Pencil Sharpener Stationary general 25 Stationery retailer Y 

Duct tape Stationary general 3 Hardware store Y 

Sharpie Permanent 
Marker Black Stationary general 25 

Stationery retailer 
Y 

Food blender Feeding Rehabilitation - food prep 1 Department store Y 

Electronic Scales Feeding Rehabilitation - food prep 1 Department store Y 

Batteries for electronic 
kitchen scales Feeding Rehabilitation - food prep as necessary 

Hardware store 
Y 

Set of kitchen knives Feeding Rehabilitation - food prep 2 Department store Y 

Broom Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 2 Supermarket Y 
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 Buckets Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 5 Supermarket Y 

Chux Regular Cloths Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 8 Supermarket Y 

Dustpan & Brush Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 2 Supermarket Y 

Garbage Bags (roll of 10) Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 3 Supermarket Y 

Paper Hand Towels (roll) Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 4 Supermarket Y 

Paper Kitchen Towels 
(roll) Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 4 

Supermarket 
Y 

Mop Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 1 Supermarket Y 

Dish cleaning brushes Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 2 Supermarket Y 

Scrubbing Brush Cleaning & hygiene Cleaning 3 Supermarket Y 

Hibiclens, 500ml  Cleaning & hygiene Bacteriocidal cleaning 2 Medical supplier Y 

Simple Green All Purpose 
Cleaner Cleaning & hygiene General surface cleaner 1 

Hardware store 
Y 

Diswashing liquid Cleaning & hygiene Rehabilitation 1 Supermarket Y 

Tube Simple Green Hand 
Cleaner Gel Cleaning & hygiene Hand cleaning 2 

Hardware store 
Y 

Trigene (Animal Trigene 
Advance, 1 Litre bottle) Cleaning & hygiene General purpose disinfectant 2 

Medical supplier 
Y 
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 Resources and Logistical Support 
 
Area A (add a separate table for each significant area within a region if appropriate) 

 
Products Company Name 

(some examples 
provided – omit 
as necessary) 

Address Phone Number 
(See Phone 
Book) 

Fax 
Number 

Email Web Address 

PPE Protector Safety     www.protectorsafety.co.nz 
 

 NZ Safety     www.nzsafety.co.nz 

Building 
Supplies 

Mitre 10     www.mitre10.co.nz 
 

 Placemakers     www.placemakers.co.nz 
 

 Carters     www.carters.co.nz 

Plumbing 
Supplies 

Plumbing World     www.plumbingworld.co.nz 
 

Gas supplies       

Hire Centres 
 
e.g. 
Marquees 
Portable buildings 
Fencing  
Toilets 
Refrigeration 
Tarpaulins 
Generators 

Hirequip     www.hirequip.co.nz 

Drainage and 
Earthworks 

      

Transportation Budget Car and 
Truck Rental 

    www.budget.co.nz 

Waste 
Management 

      

http://www.protectorsafety.co.nz/
http://www.nzsafety.co.nz/
http://www.mitre10.co.nz/
http://www.placemakers.co.nz/
http://www.carters.co.nz/
http://www.plumbingworld.co.nz/
http://www.hirequip.co.nz/
http://www.budget.co.nz/
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Products Company Name 

(some examples 
provided – omit 
as necessary) 

Address Phone Number 
(See Phone 
Book) 

Fax 
Number 

Email Web Address 

Veterinary 
supplies 

      

Electrolytes, 
PPE, feeds 

PGG Wrightsons     www.pggwrightson.co.nz 
 

 RD1     www.rd1.com 
 

 Farmlands     www.farmlands.co.nz 
 

Fish supplies* The New 
Zealand King 
Salmon Company 
Ltd (Tracy 
Dawson) 

11-18 Bullen St, P 
O Box 1180, 
Nelson 

03 346 4861 
029 622 4916 
(Tracy) 

03 546 4861 tracy.dawson@kingsalmon.co.nz www.kingsalmon.co.nz 

Live insects Biosupplies 201 Eskdale Road, 
Birkenhead 
Auckland 1310 

09 4182352 09 4182352 bugs@bio.pl.net www.ak.planet.gen.nz 
 

Security Firms       

Accommodation       

Hazing Supplies 
e.g. gas 
cannons, 
bird scare tape 

FruitFed     www.fruitfed.co.nz 

       

       

       

       

       

       

* Able to supply up to 2 tonne of salmon smoults within 2 days 
NB: Accommodation, catering and personnel transport is typically organised by ICC through MNZ controlled cost centres 
 

http://www.pggwrightson.co.nz/
http://www.rd1.com/
http://www.farmlands.co.nz/
mailto:tracy.dawson@kingsalmon.co.nz
http://www.kingsalmon.co.nz/
mailto:bugs@bio.pl.net
http://www.ak.planet.gen.nz/
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1.4.3a – Sampling Kits 
 
Two sampling kits containing jars, labels etc within bright red PVC carry bags, are stored at 
Environment Southland’s offices in the Skyline Garage at the back of the Councils 22 Price Street office. 
 
A special floating self-tipping device from sampling from ship’s bilges or points well above the sampling 
point is stored in the same garage as the sampling kit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annex 1.4.3 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Environment Southland Pollution Response Trailer 
Inventory    As at 6/6/2019 
 
Trailer Registration No:R5037 
 

River Boom 3x Yellow inflatable 

Anchors 4x 

Nitrogen Bottles 1x 

Absorbent material –general purpose 1x 20kg Bag 

Absorbent Boom 3x3m 3x5m 1x 10m others:small assorted 

Absorbent pads Two rolls (mounted in trailer)Chemical & Oil 

Absorbent pillows 8x 

Kitty litter 1x Bag 

First Aid Kit 1x 

Gravel 1x 

Axe 1x 

Rope Various for booms 

Rope Shackles Various for booms 

Dispersant-Gamlin Nil 

Warratahs Nil 

Wooden stakes 10 Large 

Gumboots 5 pairs various sizes 

Overalls 3x cotton 3x disposable 1x chemical suite 

Hardhats 3x 

Safety glasses 3x 

Claw hammer 1x 

Pliers 1x 

Crescents Nil 

Small hammer Nil 

Disposable gloves In Drum 

Hacksaw Nil 

Pinch Bar Nil 

Respirators 3x 

Screwdriver set Nil 

Spade Nil 

Square mouth shovel Nil 

Shovels 2x long handle  

Trailer stand 1x 

Drum 1x 100L 

Containers 2x 20L 

Life jackets Nil 

Broom Nil 

Road cones/markers nil 

  

  

Note  
The above trailer is stored in the Environment Southland grages in Invercargill-see a member of 
the compliance Division to gain access or the Pollution duty officer after hours 
 

Annex 1.4.4 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

 
 
 Written contents of this page has been removed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE: 
The above trailer is stored in the Environment Southland Garages in Invercargill – See a member 
of the Compliance Division to gain access or the Pollution Duty Officer after hours.
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                                                                                                                              Annex 1.4.5 
 

 
NOTE: 
The above vehicle is stored at Environment Southland in Invercargill – See a member of the 
Compliance Division to gain access or the Pollution Duty Officer after hours.  
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NOTE: 
The above vehicle is stored at Environment Southland in Invercargill – See a member of the 
Compliance Division to gain access or the Pollution Duty Officer after hours.  
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NOTE: 
The above vehicles are stored at Environment Southland in Invercargill – See a member of the 
Compliance Division to gain access or the Pollution Duty Officer after hours.  
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The above vehicles are stored at Environment Southland in Invercargill – See a member of the 
Compliance Division to gain access or the Pollution Duty Officer after hours.
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         Annex 1.4.6 

 
Contact Persons:  Murray Wood or Ray Winter  
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Annex 1.4.7 

 
 
Hi Dallas, 
 
I would like to re-affirm Meridian Energy’s commitment with respect to Oil Spill Response in the areas in and 
around West Arm Manapouri, and Deep Cove Doubtful Sound, Fiordland. 
 
Meridian is keen to support Environment Southland on a ‘Best Endeavours’ basis in the event of an emergency of 
this nature in order to enable the most timely and effective response.  Resources that Meridian may have access to 
include; 
 
Manpower 
Environment Southland facilitated the training and refreshing of two Meridian employees from this area, namely 
John Twidle and Brian Sinclair, to MSA ‘Tier 2’ standard.  Meridian also has access to other manpower in the area 
should the need arise. 
 
Land & Water Transport: 
Meridian has immediate and priority access to; 
 
Water: 

Personnel Craft                ‘MV Mararoa’    Surveyed to 48 pax + 750 Kg’s of deck freight operating on Lake 
Manapouri 
Heavy Freight                    Barge:                   Tug Boat ‘Hustler’ + Barge capable of carrying 250 Tonne on 
Lake Manapouri 
‘Fizz’ Boat                            ‘Lil Slick’                5.3 Mtr Aluminium, cuddy cabin with 115 4-Stroke 
Yamaha O/Bd 

 
Land: 
4WD Vehicles based at West Arm for access across Wilmot Pass to Deep Cove 
Van for personnel transport based at West Arm 
Other specialist equipment:        All-terrain forklift, Hiab truck, trailers, marquees, other plant that comes and goes 
randomly to/from West Arm 
 
Equipment: 
Oil Response Trailer:       A dedicated, hard-covered trailer equipped with absorbent booms, tools, lighting, signage 
and PPE.  Trailer is rigged with slings for helicopter lifting.  Weight is always kept at no more than 1.0 Tonne to 
enable lift by Squirrel Helicopter. 
Additional Booms:           A stock of additional booms is held in the West Arm Store. 
 
Process: 
Meridian personnel at Manapouri are trained to CIMS2 & CIMS4 standard for Incident Management. 
Manapouri Emergency Response capability is supported by Management and support personnel from the Waitaki 
Valley if needed. 
Meridian trains in its emergency response capability and has a site-specific emergency response manual for 
Manapouri that marries into the overall Meridian Emergency response manual. 
 
Regards, 
 
John Twidle 

Site Manager 
Meridian Energy Ltd 

Manapouri Power Station, PO Box 101 Manapouri 
DDI: (03) 249-8711 or (03) 435-9411  Fax: 03 249-8702  Cell: (021) 442-897  Sat: 0088 1641-447026 

john.twidle@meridianenergy.co.nz 

 
 

NOTE:  If John  Twidle is unavailable, contact Brian Sinclair.

6.9 

blocked::http://www.meridianenergy.co.nz/
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MERIDIAN ENERGY OIL SPILL RESPONSE EQUIPMENT HELD AT 
WEST ARM, LAKE MANAPOURI 
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MERIDIAN OIL SPILL RESPONSE TRAILER STORED AT WEST 
ARM, LAKE MANAPOURI 
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Annex 1.4.8 

 

Milford Development Association (MDA) Oil Spill Equipment and 
Arrangements 
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Oil Spill Equipment is located in the oil boom shed at Cemetry Point, the Harbour Controllers 
Office, and the Fire Station (See photos below). 
 

                    
Oil Boom Shed at Cemetry Point    Freshwater Basin Outlet Channel 

 

               
 
Harbour Controller’s office    Harbour Controller’s office 
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         Annex 1.4.9 
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      Annex 1.4.10 
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Annex 1.4.11 
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1.5 Temporary Storage Sites (Oily Waste) and 
Oiled Equipment Cleaning Sites 

 

1.5.1 Temporary Storage Sites 
 

Site Owner Location Comment 

Quarry Southland District 
Council 

Omaui Road.  Map Ref 
E47:488:964 

Need key.  Contact SDC 
0800 732 732 
Kevin McNaught 
Quarry is leased for for 
grazing. 
 

Gravel Pit Invercargill CityCouncil Tiwai Road.  Map ref: 
E47:596:957 

Disused, Open 

Gravel Pit Invercargill City Council West of Tiwai Road.  
Map ref: E47:582:956 

Need Key.  Contact 
ICC (03) 218 1959 
Russell Pearson 

 
Also consider skip bins and frame tanks.  See Chapter 11 of the National Plan and Annex 1.9.1 for Oily 
Waste Disposal Contractor contact details. 
 

1.5.2 Oiled Equipment Cleaning Sites 
 

 Two Southroads facilities have been identified for cleaning oiled equipment.  They are the Southroads 
Depot, in Hunt St, Waikiwi, Invercargill and the Southroads Workshop in Lower Spey St, Invercargill. 

 
 The facility at the Depot is a truckwash and the facility at the Workshop is a washdown facility.   The 

facilities consist of either a bunded area  or sloping pad/collection sump arrangement that leads to a 
sediment trap and a 3 stage oil interceptor that ultimately connects to a sewer. 

 
 The Depot facility includes two water blasters that are connected to a detergent solution 

(“Fleetwash”).  The facility also has a high volume high pressure hose. 
 
 The Workshop facility has a variable temperature waterblaster/steam cleaner that can do a cold or hot 

wash or steam clean 
 
 To use any of the facilities, contact Nick Riley of Southroads.  Personnel using the facilities are to wear 

hi viz clothing and complete the appropriate paperwork held at the reception area/office.  When using 
the facilities, sorbent materials or screens should be used to minimise the amount of oily waste 
entering the sediment traps and interceptor. 

  
 

1.6 Oiled Wildlife Response Equipment and 
 Generic Wildlife Response Options 

 
1.6.1  Regional Wildlife Kits and Regional Oiled Wildlife Response Trailers  
 

The Regional Wildlife Kit is stored at South Port, Bluff (see Annex 1.4.1 for its location and 
Annexes 1.4.2 for its contents).  The kit contains equipment required for the first 24 hours of a 
response.  A Regional Oiled Wildlife Response Trailer is also stored at Bluff 
 
Currently, there are three mobile trailers owned by the Maritime NZ but managed by 
Massey University.  To mobilise the trailers contact Maritime NZ, Oil Spill Duty Officer 
04 473 6369.  As mentioned above, one of the trailers is stored in the Oil Spill Equipment Store at 
Bluff (see 1.6.5 for details re keys and the contents of the trailer). 
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NB:   The regional kits are start-up units for small numbers of birds for the initial stage (first 

24 hours) of a response.  They are not substitutes for Temporary Holding Centres and 
Temporary Rehabilitation Centres. 

 
 
1.6.2 Limits on Southland Regional Response Expectations 
 

Taking into account the type and number of species likely to be impacted in the event of an oil spill, 
and the limitations with respect to the Temporary Holding Centres, Temporary Rehabilitation 
Centres, equipment and trained personnel in the regions, the regional response expectations are: 
 

 Up to 50 birds (mixed species) 
 

If there is a need to prioritise an oiled bird response, that response will be guided by the priority lists 
of birds contained in Annex 4.15. 
 
 

1.6.3  Generic Wildlife Response Options 
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Oiled Wildlife Recovery Site Survey 
  

Region:  Southland Region 

Date: 15 December 2008 

Site Address: Invercargill City Council 

 McIvor Road Nursery 

 112 McIvor Road, Invercargill 

  

Sewer connection: Septic Tank only 

 
Water main size: 100 mm town supply to holding tanks then pumped around the nursery 

 
Power supply: 3 phase, 50 amp supply at main building 

 
Water flow: Very good supply with two feeds both from town supply 

 
Hot water system: Limited and for domestic use only 

 
Amenities: Some showers and toilets on site – Also a kitchen area 

 
Who owns the site: Invercargill City Council – ph: 03 219 9070 

 
Who controls the site: Robin Pagan, Parks Manager – ph: 027 437 495 

 
Parking: Ample parking throughout the complex 

 
Truck access: Good access – limited truck parking on site 

 
Security: Easy to secure, well fenced with gates 

 
Difficulties: No obvious difficulties with this site 

 
Clean land for marquee: Good grassed areas throughout that could be used for marquees or pools 

 
Toilets: 5 x wc’s and 2 x showers in main building 

 
Area for managing site: Ideal in the class room at the rear of the section 

 
Induction process area: There are several suitable areas available 

 
Rest area for staff: The class room at the rear would work well 

1.6.4 
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Food suppliers: The nursery is close to the city 

 
Existing cleaning area: None available 

 
Outside lighting: On the main building, lighting up the metal driveway 

 
Distance to town: 5 km from city centre 

 
Nearest airport: Invercargill 

 
Comments: 

Fletcher Brown House is a 10m x 20m glass house that is heated and is 
ideal.   

  The staff are helpful and the site would work well if required. 

 
 

Establishment plan 
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Oiled Wildlife Recovery Site Survey 
  

Region:  

Date:  

Site Address:  

  

  

  

Sewer connection:  

 
Water main size:  

 
Power supply:  

 
Water flow:  

 
Hot water system:  

 
Amenities:  

 
Who owns the site:  

 
Who controls the site:  

 
Parking:  

 
Truck access:  

 
Security:  

 
Difficulties:  

 
Clean land for marquee:  

 
Toilets:  

 
Area for managing site:  

 
Induction process area:  

  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

Rest area for staff: 

 
Food suppliers:  

 
Existing cleaning area:  

 
Outside lighting:  

 
Distance to town:  

 
Nearest airport:  

 
Comments:  
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Oiled Wildlife Recovery Site Survey 
  
 
Region:  Southland Region 

 
Date: 16 December 2008 

 
Site Address: Department of Conservation – Te Anau Area Workshop 

 Caswell Road 

 Te Anau 

 
 
Sewer connection: The buildings are connected to the Te Anau sewerage system 

 
Water main size: 100 mm town supply 

 
Power supply: 3 phase, 45 amp supply at main building 

 
Water flow: Very good supply 

 
Hot water system: Suitable for domestic use only 

 
Amenities: 1 x wc, 1 x shower and small kitchen 

 
Who owns the site: Department of Conservation 

 
Who controls the site: Warren Simpson – Workshop Manager – 027 441 5963 

 
Parking: All of the yards are metal and there is ample parking 

 
Truck access: Very good and a turning area 

 
Security: The site is well fenced and easy to control 

 
Difficulties: No obvious problem found with this site 

 
Clean land for marquee: Large metal areas throughout the complex 

 
Toilets: 1 x wc only 

  

  

 A portable shed is available and ready to move on site 
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Area for managing site: 

 
Induction process area: There are many garages and buildings the could be used for induction 

 
Rest area for staff: One of the buildings or the site is in town so rest area could be off site 

 
Food suppliers: There are many cafes and food outlets nearby 

 
Existing cleaning area: None available 

 
Outside lighting: Outside lighting on some of the buildings 

 
Distance to town: The workshop is in town 

 
Nearest airport: Manapouri Airport (10km) 

 
Comments: 

There are many useful building and areas on this site and it would world 
well in a spill. 
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Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 
 
 
 
Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 
 
 

Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 
 
 

Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 
 
 

Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 
 
 

Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 
 
 

Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 
 
 

Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 
 
 

Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 
 
 

Oiled Wildlife 
Response Trailer 
 

 
 
  

 1.6.5 
 

Oiled Wildlife Response Trailer 

 
 

Key ring marker (contained inside a blue tab) 
 
One key held in Environment Southland strongroom in 
Finance, the other kept at Port Maintenance on the key 
board with other keys. 
 
Trailer delivered to Port Maintenance 13 January 2010. 
Kept in Oil Spill Equipment Store at South Port. 
 
Massey University to organise warrant of fitness etc, 
probably with Port Maintenance.  Massey personnel (will 
contact us nearer the time as they get reminders re 
WOFs and all their WOFs (all due at about the same 
time).  
 
See Annex 1.4.2 for the trailer’s contents and shopping 
list for items required to support the trailer. 
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1.7 Resources (Boats) 

 

 
Note: 
 
1. Charge out rates may now be higher. 
2. Boats come full of fuel ready to go. 
3. Skippers must be appropriately qualified. 
4. Ensure that the boats are not operated beyond the geographic operating limits for either the    

skipper or the vessel. 
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NOTE:  See Annex 2.8.2 for Ian Coard’s contact details 
 

  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

 1.7.3 

 
Department of Conservation Boats 

 
Stewart Island based 
 
Dinghies – 3.9 m stabis with 15 
or 25hp outboard (3 at Stewart Is.) - $50/day plus fuel 
 
 “Hananui” – 13.2 m - $400/hr incl skipper (8 pax open water, 12 pax Paterson    

Inlet.  Based at Stewart Island. 
 

“Southern Winds” - approx 70 ft long based at Deep Cove, Doubtful Sound.     
 - Sleeps 10 people plus two crew.  
 - $2,000/day plus food, $1,000/day for a day trip. 

 
Vehicles - at standard govt charge out rates – currently 62 c/km 
Staff - at standard departmental charge out rates including overtime 

as authorised by the On-Scene Commander and including 
allowances and approved expenses. 

Office and field equipment 
e.g. cell phone calls  - on a cost basis 
Subcontractors to DOC -  to be set 

 
Argo eight wheeler -  $200/day plus fuel and driver’s time 
 
Note:  Costs need to be confirmed at the time of acquisition. 

 
 
 
 

 1.7.4 

 
Environment Southland Boats 

 
1. Hoiho  - 3.9 m stabicraft with a 35 hp outboard jet unit.   
   Total Weight = 440 kgs excluding trailer. 
 
2. Toroa - 5.6 m stabicraft with a 135 hp outboard.  
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 1.7.4(a) 

Stewart Island Vessels 
  
[an extract from the Stewart Island SAR Plan (contact person Phred Dobbins, DoC Stewart 
Island] 
 
 

Vessels based at Stewart Island: Foveaux strait/sea going  
 

“Aurora Australis” 64' (19 Metre) Sea going Cray and Charter Boat 

 

 Fully equipped electronics, for night navigation   

 Hiab 

 Rubber Inflatable 

 huge deck space 

 Self Sufficient over nighting 
 
Owner/skipper Colin HOPKINS   Ph 03 2191 126 
      Cell 027 4328782 
Boat      Ph 027 4806559 
 
 
'FOVEAUX EXPRESS'  (See Annex 1.7.6 also) 
 
65' (20 Metre) Sea going Catamaran 
 

 Stewart Island Ferry 

 Full electronic equipment for night navigation 

 Hiab 

 Huge deck space 
 
 
'SOUTHERN EXPRESS' 
 
Slightly smaller version of Foveaux Express. 
 
Stewart Island Experience:   03 2191-134 or 03 2191-487  
 
Manager:  03 2128080 or 027 4912144 
Skipper: Jason WELLS (Bluff Office)  03 212-8080 or 027 228-6429   
Skipper: Tim DAWSON   03 2191-262 (hm) 
Skipper: Graham COWLEY   03 2191-505 (hm) 
Phone on board Foveaux Express:  0274483351 
Phone on board Southern Express:  0274481727 
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F.V 'MCLAUGHLAN' 
60' Cray boat. Fully equipped. Fishes as far south as Snares Island. 
Skipper: Stuart CAVE   Ph 03 2191-367. Cell 027 4336151 
 
 
'SOUTHERN ISLE'  (See Annex 1.7.7 also) 
Large Charter Boat. More capacity for passengers with less deck space. 
Skipper: Herbie HANSEN Ph 2191-133  Cell 027 4343420 
 
 
'WILDFIRE' 
Large charter boat. 
Skipper: Phillip SMITH Ph 03 2191-144  Cell 027 4309427 
 
 
F. V 'BAJONA' 
Large Cray boat. 
Skipper: Russell SQUIRES  Ph 03 2191-353 Cell 0274351396 
 
 
F.V 'ARUN' 
Large Cray/fishing boat. 
Skipper: Gary NEAVE Ph 03 2191-385. Cell 027 2191385 
 
 
HANANUI 
13.2m (44’) D.O.C boat. purpose built DOC boat.  8 Pax Open water 12 Pax paterson Inlet. 
Skipper:  Ph 03 2190-002 (wk)    Boat   
 
 

Local Rescues: Halfmoon Bay  and Paterson Inlet 
 
Water Taxis 
 

 There are three commercially operated water taxis in Stewart Island. All are based in Golden Bay 
on Paterson Inlet side. All operators know the inlet very well and take trips to Freshwater landing 
(high tide). 

 The taxis are all approx. 6.5+ metre (22') Stabi craft outboard powered vessels. They have fully 
covered hard tops and can operate in most weather conditions in the inlet and in more 
favourable conditions further along the coast (most as far as Christmas Village).  

 Each licensed to take up to 9 passengers. 
 
 
'ECO TAXI'  Stabi 
Skipper: Ian WILSON   Ph 03 2191-394 
I.D: Bright red in colour.  Passengers 9 
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'SEAVIEW' WATER TAXI  Stabi  (See Annex 1.7.5 also) 
Skipper: Ken GEESON   Ph 03 2191-014 
ID: Maroon/White   Passengers 9 
 
 
'KAIAN' WATER TAXI  Stabi 
Skipper: Peter COX  Ph 03 2191-284 or 2191-013 
ID: Bright Blue.  Passengers 9. 
 
 
Aihe  Stabi 
Blue and Green Stabi 759.  Passengers 12   
Owner Furhana AHMED Ph 03 219 1066 
 
 
DOC 
Deparment of Conservation has a range of small boats which can be called on at short notice to 
assist around Patterson Inlet: 
 

 5.5 metre (18') Kiwicraft Hardtop alloy pontoon boat, 115 hp outboard. (moored at Thule 
Bay)  5 POB 

 3 x 3.8 m Stabicraft, 25 hp o/board (4 pax). Tailored from D.O.C.   
 
 
TALISKER 
Large Steel Ketch fully equipped for charters all around island. Moored in Thule Bay, Patterson 
Inlet. Able to tow stricken vessels or as a base on the water. Peter TAIT, a very experienced 
skipper who can assist police, often at short notice. (Lives nearby). 
 
Peter also usually has a Zodiac rubber inflatable at Watercress (nr Golden/Thule Bay) for any 
small urgent jobs in the inlet. 
 
Peter TAIT Ph  (03) 2191-151 
 
 
SANFORDS SALMON FARM  Manager  Ph 03 2191181 
Have boats working daily around Big Glory Bay in Patterson Inlet. 'SAN BRAZ' is a large sea 
going vessel with a qualified skipper and they also have a runabout at the farm. 
SANFORD Boats  
San Hauraki   Contact Jason Eriksson, Sanford Ltd, Bluff 
Erin    027 200 5751 
San Mystic   027 200 5752 
 
'YAHOO' 
Based in Horseshoe Bay. 8 metre Catamaran, twin outboards. 
Zane Smith 03 219 1064 
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New owners – Descend Scubadive 
 

0800 337 2363 
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 1.7.10 
 
Southland Powerboat Club Rescue Boat  
 
 
The Powerboat Club rescuecraft and crew will be available for oil spill response in the estuary if 
needed.  It is also available for CD and SAR purposes. 
 
The craft is a 6 m Stabicraft with a 140hp motor.  It is trailerable.  
 
Contact: 
 

Brian Railton   Ph 03 206 4454 
Commodore  Contact Citizens Advice Bureau for contact details 
Southland Powerboat Club  Ph 03 213 0412 (not normally manned) 
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Contact: Deep Cove Hostel Trust (Paul Gay or manager) 
 (see Annex 2.8.2 for contact details) 
They have one other vessel that is larger than those listed above.  Harbourmaster is 
familiar with the vessels. 
 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

 1.7.12 
Port Maintenance – Bluff 

John Roderique – Owner/Manager 
Website: www.energyandmarineservices.com 

 
 
Resources 
 

Manpower - John Roderique, Hayden Roderique, Michael Roderique, Daniel Roderique, 
Lindsay Woodrow, Zak Campbell, Bernie White, Johnathan Dantith and Jung 
Yun Kim are all trained as Regional Response Team members. 

 
 Up to 15 untrained men who can assist the above. 
  
Trucks -   4 Hiab Trucks 
 [the largest Hiab has a 22 metre reach 
 at 1.5 tonnes (8 tonne in close)] 
 
 30 foot curtain sider truck 
 (six wheeler with a 1.5 tonne tail lift capability) 
 
 
Forklift - 5 tonne forklift 
 
Boats -   32’ Landing Barge 
 15’ dinghy (25 HP) x 2 
  52’ Motor Sailor “Patricia” ex Goughs 
  23’ Shark Cat (Twin 140 hp Out Boards) 
 
Contact Details 
 
Address: Island Harbour, P.O. Box 46,  Bluff 9842 
 
Telephone: 03 212 7674 
Cellphone 027 240 7820 
Fax 03 212 7675 
Email  portmaintenance@xtra.co.nz 
A/hrs phone 03 212 7076 
 
 
Comments 
Port Maintenance also maintains the oil spill equipment under contract to Maritme NZ. 
 
(T:Policy_Planning\DallasB\Tier 2 Plan 2007\Port Maintenance Bluff July 2009.doc) 

mailto:portmaintenance@xtra.co.nz
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This database is sourced from MFish and is not publicly available.  Other sources of boat owner  
and boat size information include: 

 “Mainstay”, a Maritime NZ database;  

 the Food Safety Authority register of NZ Fishing Vessels supplying the European 
Union Listed Processing premises www.foodsafety.govt.nz/registers-lists/eu-
registered-vessels/index.htm?set 

 www.shipspotting.com; 

 AIS. 
 

  

1.7.15 

http://www.foodsafety.govt.nz/registers-lists/eu-registered-vessels/index.htm?set
http://www.foodsafety.govt.nz/registers-lists/eu-registered-vessels/index.htm?set
http://www.shipspotting.com/


  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 1 

 
 

 

 
 
  

1.7.16 
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1.7.17 
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Meridian Boat, West Arm, Lake Manapouri 
 
Land & Water Transport: 
Meridian has immediate and priority access to; 
 
Water: 

Personnel Craft                ‘MV Mararoa’    Surveyed to 48 pax + 750 Kg’s of deck freight 
operating on Lake Manapouri 
 
Heavy Freight                    Barge:                   Tug Boat ‘Hustler’ + Barge capable of 
carrying 250 Tonne on Lake Manapouri 
 
‘Fizz’ Boat                            ‘Lil Slick’                5.3 Mtr Aluminium, cuddy cabin with 
115 4-Stroke Yamaha O/Bd (based at West Arm, Lake Manapouri and can be 
transported to and used on Doubtful Sound. 

 
 
 
  Refer to Annexes 1.4.7 and 6.9. 

1.7.18 
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          1.7.19 

 
Wai Marino 

 

 
 

This boat belongs to the Waihopai Runanga.  To use it, contact Michael Skerrett (See 2.8.2 for 
contact details). 
 
The boat is a 7.0 metre stabicraft powered by a 200hp motor. 
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          1.7.20 

 
Awesome (Awesome Charters Ltd) 

 
18.4 metres long, offshore survey for 12 pax plus crew, toilet & shower, 12 berths. 
Range of 1000 miles at 17 knots or 2500 miles at 10 knots. 
Two gensets, one 10 kva and one 37 kva. 
Deck Cargo 10 tonne.  On board Hi Ab can lift 2 tonne close in. 
 

 
 

To hire, contact Jack Topi on 027 529 3766 (0275 AWESOME) or Jack's personal mobile 
number is 027 227 6627 or email  awesomecharters@xtra.co.nz. 
 
While Jack is out, his partner, Kelly Johnson, looks after things at the first phone number and 
email address and is in radio contact with Jack. 
 
  

mailto:awesomecharters@xtra.co.nz
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1.8 Resources (Aircraft) 

 

  

1.8.1 
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1.8.4 
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1.8.5 
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Note: 
 
Companies, personnel and ES Contract arrangements vary from year to year.  Speak to 
Paul Pollard, ES staff member regarding the most current information. 
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1.8.7 

 
 
 

The Helicopter Line New Zealand (Fiordland) 
 

Operates out of Lill Burn Valley Road, Lake Hauroko 
 
Pilots:  
Gaven Burgess 027 235 9631 
 
Dale Green 027 568 8204 
 
Website - http://www.helicopter.co.nz/fiordland.asp 
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           1.8.8 
 
1.8.8  Covertex Inflatable Rescue Bridge 
 
One of these bridges is stored in the Fiordland SAR training rooms.  Contact the Te Anau Police 
or Southern Lakes Helicopters should it be required.  (See also Annex 1.9.2) 
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           1.8.9 
 

Yellow Pages 
 
 - Helicopter Companies are forever changing so it is worth checking the Yellow Pages 
 
 
 
 

           1.8.10 
 

 
 
After Hours – Phone should divert to the Duty Officer’s phone. 
 
In case it doesn’t their cell phone numbers are as follows: 
Raymond Hector, Chief Pilot: 027 543 1540 
Bill Moffat, Ops Mgr/pilot: 027 475 9355 
 
Alternatively, try South East Air, a subsidiary company – 03 2145522.  
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1.9 Resources (Specialist) 
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1.9.1 
 

    

 

 
 

 
From: Lindsay Divett [mailto:lindsay.divett@xtra.co.nz]  

Sent: Wednesday, 3 August 2011 7:43 p.m. 

To: 'dallas.bradley@govt.nz' 
Subject: contact details 
 
Hi Dallas,  
 
just to confirm we are still operating out of Dunedin, my contact details have changed these are set out 
below. The services we provide are, 
 
1, treatment and disposal of contaminated soil. We specialize in material which has be contaminated 
with hydro carbons but will look at other material as required 
 
2. Disposal of absorbent products 
 
3. The collection, transportation of all fuels including waste oil 
 
4. Dangerous Goods Spec fuel tankers with the capacity of 30,000 litres.  These are available in the 
case off emergency’s [24 hours] we also have a variety of pumping equipment available as well 
 
5. Disposal of all old underground fuel tanks 
 
If you require more information let me know and we will provide this 
 
Regards Lindsay 
 
 
 
Lindsay Divett 
  
m- 0274 338 731 
e- lindsay.divett@xtra.co.nz 
  
Southern Bulk Transport Limited 
Petroleum Waste Solutions Limited 
  

  

 
 
  

mailto:lindsay.divett@xtra.co.nz
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Note:  The NZ Fire Service in Invercargill has one of these. 
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See Annex 1.8.8 also.
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May 2015 – Sgt Simon Perkins, Cadre for Charlie Company is in charge.  Mobile 027 637 
7893. 
Alternate contact – Waka Parkinson, 027 637 7895. 
The ambulance is no longer based in Invercargill.
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Phone Number is now 03 548 2319 – See below for 12 May 2015 update from Cawthron. 
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1.9.5 Specialist Vehicles 
 

Vehicle Owner Contact Details 

 
“Argo” eight wheeler (See Annex 
1.7.3 also) 

 
Department of Conservation 
Invercargill – DoC lease on Argo 
for 8 months/annum 

 
Access through DoC Wildlife 
Advisor 

“Argo” six wheeler Te Anau Spray Contractors Selwyn Cranstoun 
03 249 7669 

2 Suzuki 4WD ATV with tow bars 
plus trailer and ramps 

Environment Southland 
(Winton Depot) 

Dave Burgess (03 211 5115) or 
(03) 236 6040 

2 Honda 200 motorbikes Environment Southland 
(Winton Depot) 

Dave Burgess (03 211 5115) or  
(03) 236 6040 

4WD ATVs Hire from motorbike retailers  

“Argos” Blairs Engines, Geraldine 
(importers) 

Bob Blair 
(03) 693 8126 

Argo (eight wheeler) Craig Smith Biosecurity Division, Environment 
Southland, 021 784 945 

 

 
1.9.6 Commercial Divers 
 

Name Phone No Comments  

NZ Diving and Salvage 0508 DIVERS (0508 
348 377) 

(has an office in 
Dunedin) 

www.nzds.co.nz 
 

 
Gray 

 
Russell 

 
(03) 212 8964 

 
Osborn Engineering 

Luke  Simeon 0272 757 015 simeon 
diving@gmail.com 

Stewart Island based diver who has dived on 
Bluff moorings for ES 

Lyndon Cleaver 03 2115115 & 021 
673043 

Environment Southland 

Doug Ridley (03) 249 7368 
(03) 249 7322 (bus) 

Te Anau  (Not sure that he still does it but he 
may know who does) 

Mike Haines (03) 212 7757 Operator of Kiri Waipai 

Paul  Young (03) 212 7355 Bluff Paua Diver (Does a lot of undaria 
monitoring for Biosecurity NZ) 

Tony Cree, Civil Marine 
Group Ltd – Construction 
Diving & Engineering 
Services 

dive.cds@xtra.co.nz 
027 325 7821 

03 384 3215 

Extensive professional diving experience. 
www.civilmarinegroup.com 

Craig Harpur 03 249 7984 Based in Te Anau - Not a diver himself but 
has links to commercial divers and has 
organised a few salvage jobs in Fiordland 

 

 

http://www.nzds.co.nz/
mailto:dive.cds@xtra.co.nz
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 1.9.7 
Port Maintenance – Bluff 

John Roderique – Owner/Manager 
Website: www.energyandmarineservices.com 

 
 
Resources 
 
Manpower - John Roderique, Hayden Roderique, Michael Roderique, 

Daniel Roderique, Lindsay Woodrow, Zak Campbell, Bernie White, 
Johnathan Dantith and Jung Yun Kim are all trained as Regional Response 
Team members. 

 
 Up to 15 untrained men who can assist the above. 
  
Trucks -   4 Hiab Trucks 
 [the largest Hiab has a 22 metre reach 
 at 1.5 tonnes (8 tonne in close)] 
 
 30 foot curtain sider truck 
 (six wheeler with a 1.5 tonne tail lift capability) 
 
 
Forklift - 5 tonne forklift 
 
Boats -   32’ Landing Barge 
 15’ dinghy (25 HP) x 2 
 50’ “Awarua” ex South Port Pilot Boat (surveyed for 12) 
  52’ Motor Sailor “Patricia” ex Goughs 
  23’ Shark Cat (Twin 140 hp Out Boards) 
 
Contact Details 
 
Address: Island Harbour, P.O. Box 46,  Bluff 9842 
 
Telephone: 03 212 7674 
Cellphone 027 240 7820 
Fax 03 212 7675 
Email  portmaintenance@xtra.co.nz 
A/hrs phone 03 212 7076 
 
 
Comments 
Port Maintenance also maintains the oil spill equipment under contract to Maritme NZ. 
 
(T:Policy_Planning\DallasB\Tier 2 Plan 2007\Port Maintenance Bluff July 2009.doc) 

 
 
 
 

mailto:portmaintenance@xtra.co.nz
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1.9.8 
Envirowaste 

 
Maritime NZ has a contract arrangement with Envirowaste to 
provide nationwide waste management services including 
disposal, temporary storage, decontamination, site establishment 
and equipmentcleaning during either a Tier 2 or Tier 3 oil spill 
response.  24 hour contact details for Envirowaste are: 
 
Des McCleary   0274 874 946;  or 
Wayne Plummer 021 966 488.  
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1.10 Resources (Accommodation in Remote Places) 

  

 
 
  

 

 

 

Alternatively, accommodation/meals may be available on vessels – contact Real Journeys 
or Southern Discoveries, the principal tourist boat operators.   The above & following 
information is somewhat dated but is indicative of what is available.  The ES 
Harbourmaster is also likely to know what may be available. 
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See Annex 1.10.3 below
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 See Annex 1.10.4 below for more details on “Preservation” or 

“Kisbee” Lodge.  
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See also Annex 2.8.2 
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Annex 2 

Personnel Lists and Mobilisation Instructions 
 
 

 
 
2.1 The Response Organisation 

2.1.1 Environment Southland 
 
2.2 Supporting Organisations 

2.2.1 Port Maintenance Company Ltd. 
2.2.2 Department of Conservation 

 2.2.3 Te Ao Marama 
 2.2.4 Marine Oil Spill Response Structure 
 
2.3 Co-ordinated Incident Management Systems (CIMS) Position Checklists 
 
2.4 Mobilisation Procedures 
 2.4.1 Authority 
 2.4.2 Mobilisation Requirements 
 2.4.3 Requirements of the Regional On Scene Commander 
 
2.5 Database of Trained Responders Resident in Southland 
 2.5.1 Maritime NZ trained responders in Southland 
 
2.6 Contact phone numbers  

2.6.1 Responders (Environment Southland) 
2.6.2 Southland Wildlife Response Personnel 

 
2.7 Contact phone numbers – Responders (other than Environment 
 Southland staff) 
 
2.8 Advisors/Liaison Personnel 
 2.8.1 Advisors 
 2.8.2 Contact phone numbers – Stakeholders 
 2.8.3 Marine Surveyors 
 
2.9 Ministry of Fisheries Communications Centre 
 
2.10 Marine Farmers/Water Abstractors 
 
1.11 National Oiled Wildlife Response Team (NOWRT) Members 
 
1.12 Ruapuke Islander Contact List 
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2.1 The Response Organisation 

 
2.1.1 Environment Southland 
 

The nucleus of the response team will consist of the Regional On Scene Commander and 
his/her Advisory Team and a Support Unit.  The Support Unit consists of Operations, Planning 
and Logistics personnel, a Media & Community Relations Co-ordinator, an OSH Advisor and 
other Advisors. The Response Team structure is outlined in Section 2.2.4 of this Annex.  
Contact numbers are given in Sections 2.6-2.8.   The various coloured vests to be worn for 
easy identification of Support Unit staff are kept in the back of the top drawer of the steel filing 
cabinet in the SE corner of the Incident Command Centre (see Section 1.0). 

 
The final composition of the Response Team will depend on the exact circumstances of the spill.  
The Regional On Scene Commander will decide which response personnel to call upon during a 
response operation. The available persons who have been trained to respond to marine oil spills 
and type of oil spill training are listed in Annex 2.5.1. 
 
While the Response Team Structure identifies many roles, the reality is that in all but the largest 
spills, responders will undertake more than one role and some roles will not be required.  
Coordinated Incident Management System Checklists are included in Section 2.3 of this annex 
as a guide to duties and tasks that key staff/divisions may be expected to undertake.  Further 
guidance is contained in Chapter 3 of this Plan. 
 
Emergency Management Southland staff who operate on a day-to-day basis from the building 
that houses the EOC are available to assist with logistics, communications and co-ordination 
tasks. 

 

2.2 Supporting Organisations 

 
2.2.1 Port Maintenance Company Ltd    
 
 Port Maintenance has agreed to supply the Regional Council with labour and or equipment 

(including barges, forklifts, tugs and workboats) to assist with the response to spills See Annex 
6.13 for a copy of the “Agreement to Supply Services” and see Annex 1.7.12 for a list of 
equipment that is available.  Several Port Maintenance staff are trained for this purpose (see 
Annex 2.5.1). 

 
2.2.2 Department of Conservation   
 
 Department of Conservation staff (Lindsay Wilson, Ros Cole & Jo Hiscock) have a formal 

wildlife advisory role. The use of DoC staff, in particular Stewart Island staff, is covered by a 
Memorandum of Understanding (see Annex 6.6). 

 
DoC staff have an important role to play in respect of oil spills at Stewart Island.  DoC staff and 
equipment at Stewart Island are a resource that can be called upon if available to provide 
information on the impacts of any spill on Stewart Island.  The use of DoC (Stewart Island) staff 
should be co-ordinated through one of the wildlife advisors referred to above.    
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2.2.3 Te Ao Marama & wider Iwi consultation 
 

Te Ao Marama either source or provide Iwi advisors and liaise with affected Runanga.  
Michael Skerrett, Dean Whaanga and Stewart Bull have both been trained as Oil Spill Managers.  
For spills in the Bluff area, Gail Thompson should also be consulted. 
For spills that may impact upon Mataitai areas, the appropriate Tangata Tiaki should be 
consulted (contact persons are named in Annex 4). 
For spills that could affect Ruapuke Island, see Annex 2.12 for persons who should be 
consulted. 
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2.2.4 Marine Oil Spill Response Structure 

 

NB: In practice, it is unlikely that all of the above roles will be required. In such cases, the people with those roles will support the 
response in another role. This is reflected to some extent by the repeat appearance of some names above. 

 

Marine 
Co-ordinator 

Kevin O’Sullivan 
Lyndon Cleaver 
Dave Yeowell 

 

On Shore 
Co-ordinator 
Noel Hinton 

Nathan 
Cruickshank 

Wildlife  
Co-ordinator 
Gary Morgan 

Teri McClelland 
 

Planning Manager 

Alternate ROSCs 
Warren Tuckey etc 
Graeme McKenzie 

Ken Swinney 
Rachael Millar 
Roger Hodson 
Lyndon Cleaver 

Craig Sinclair 
 

 

 

Air Operations 
Co-ordinator 

Emergency 
Management 

Southland 
Personnel 

Regional On Scene Commander 
(ROSC) 

Dallas Bradley 
Alternate ROSCs 
Kevin O’Sullivan 

Simon Moran 
 

Media and Public Relations 
Co-ordinator 

Adrienne Henderson 
Gail Jefferies 

Tania McCann 
Louise Pagan 
Louise Pagan 

Advisors 
Wildlife Ros Cole (DoC),
 Wynston Cooper (Awarua Bay) 

 Lindsay Wilson, DoC, Fiordland  
Iwi   Michael Skerrett 
 Stewart Bull 
 Dean Whaanga 
Ruapuke Islanders  See Annex 2.12 
Nautical Kevin O’Sullivan,  
 Lyndon Cleaver, Dave Yeowell 
 MSI, Maritime NZ Bluff. 
Fishermen  Meri Leask 
Shellfish    Public Health South 
Fisheries   MinFisheries, Dunedin 
Spillers Rep 
 

Occupational Safety 
and Health (OSH) 

Advisor 
Paul Pollard 

Logistics Manager 
Rachael Millar 
Dave Burgess 

 

Communications 
Supervisor 

Craig Sinclair 
 

Documentation 
Controller 

Bronwyn McConechy 
 

 
Admin  Manager 

Paula Burke 
Corporate Services 

 
Finance Manager 

Phil Culling 
Corporate Services 

 
IT Manager 

(website, electronic data 
management/distribution) 

Manager, IT 
Ingrid Darragh, GIS 

Diane Williams 
Jane Carroll 

Dean Petricivich 

Administration 
Personnel 

(food, typing, rosters 
etc) 

 
Jan Brown 

Paula Burke 

Logistics 
Officers 

Paul Pollard 
Robin Wilson 
Emergency 

Management 
Southland 
Personnel 

Wildlife Cleanup 
Personnel 

Gary Morgan 
Teri McClelland 

Katrina Eales 
Lloyd Esler 

Dennis Thompson 
Zane Moss 

Gretchen Ledington 
Keith Dudfield 

Russell & May Evans 
 

Lisa Stuart & her 
network 

On Shore Cleanup 
Personnel 

Karl Erikson 
Nathan Cruickshank 

Paul Pollard 
Robin Wilson 
Dave Burgess 
Gemma Scott 
Andrew Kirk 

Chris McMillan 
Warren McNamara 

Alister Swann 
Craig Sinclair 

  

Marine Cleanup 
Personnel 

John Roderique 
Hayden Roderique 
Lindsay Woodrow 
Port Maintenance 

staff 
Andrew Welsh 

  
 

 

(Sampling) 
Graeme McKenzie 

 
 

Operations Manager 
Noel Hinton/Karl Erikson 

Advisors 
Wildlife, Iwi 

Environment, Legal 



 

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 2  
 

 
 Staff Identification in the Incident Command Centre (Coloured Vests) 
 
 The Maritime NZ has supplied coloured vests for use at all oil pollution responses to help 

quickly identify key persons within groups working in the ICC. 
 
 The Maritime NZ’s letter dated 10 July 2000 accompanying the vests states: 
 

“The colour group identification is as follows: 
 
Black ........... Operations Purple ................ Logistics 
Blue ............. Planning Green ................. Finance 
Yellow ......... Administration Red ..................... OSH” 

 
The vests are kept in the south-west corner of Dallas Bradley’s office.  A laminated card 
describing, in bold print, the position each colour represents is kept with the vests.  This card 
should be displayed alongside the place where the ICC management team is described.  A copy 
of the card is on the following page. 
 
An alternative to the above arrangement is to use the Emergency Management Southland vests 
that are pre-printed with the role specified.  This is probably a better arrangement where the 
personnel are unfamiliar with the Maritime NZ colour codings. 
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Black .............. Operations 
 
Purple............. Logistics 
 
Blue ................ Planning 
 
Green .............. Finance 
 
Yellow ............ Administration 
 
Red ................. OSH 
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2.3 Co-ordinated Incident Management Systems (CIMS) Position Checklists 
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2.4 Mobilisation Procedures 

 
2.4.1 Authority 
 

These instructions set out the procedure to be followed when mobilising personnel in response to a 
marine oil spill.  The decision to mobilise personnel will generally be made by the Regional On 
Scene Commander but for spills inside the Bluff Harbour, this will be after consultation with the 
Manager of Port Maintenance Ltd. 

 
2.4.2 Mobilisation Requirements 
 
 Persons mobilising responders are to ensure that: 
 

 they have the authority to do so; 

 the OSC, or the OSC's Finance Manager, is informed of the responder’s name, hourly pay 
rate, commencement and finish times for pay; 

 responders are appropriately trained for the job they will carry out; 

 responders are adequately attired and have adequate safety equipment, including personal 
flotation devices, if appropriate; 

 transport to the appropriate site is arranged for the responders, and the responders are 
informed of these arrangements; 

 responders are briefed about where they will be working, for approximately how long they 
will be deployed in the field (hours, days or longer), and who they are to report to on arrival;  

 the Regional On Scene Commander is informed who the responders are and what their 
estimated time of arrival (ETA) will be; 

 adequate accommodation and meals are arranged for the responders (if required), with 
transport to and from the site at which they will be working; 

 adequate first aid and medical facilities are arranged; 

 sufficient and timely relief personnel are provided; 

 return transport and debriefing is arranged on their release by the OSC. 

 
2.4.3 Requirements of the Regional On Scene Commander  
 

The OSC or designated staff eg the Occupational Safety and Health Advisor are to ensure that: 

 responders are not employed in hazardous situations beyond their training and/or 
experience; 

 responders wear safety equipment appropriate to the conditions under which they are 
working; 

 responders are given adequate supervision, rest and refreshments; 

 the times worked by individual responders are noted for payment purposes; 

 responders receive adequate medical care as, and when, required; 

 responders are relieved before they come unduly fatigued (including the OSC). 
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2.5 Database of Trained Responders Resident in Southland 

 
 
1.5.1 Maritime NZ trained responders in Southland 

   
See Web EOC MPRS Database http://webeoc.maritimenz.govt.nz/eoc7/Default.aspx 
or alternatively see the Environment Southland Electronic Records System  A15214 for the 
latest version of the databaseof trained Southland Responders. 
 
Dallas Bradley, Kevin O’sullivan, Nathan Cruickshank and Karl Erikson and Simon Moran 
have logons and passwords.   
 
There is also a generic logon and password; 
Username: southland 
Password: Environment1 
 
Alternatively contact Eva Maxwell from Maritime NZ, Te Atatu, Auckland for access. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://webeoc.maritimenz.govt.nz/eoc7/Default.aspx
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2.6 Contact phone numbers  

 
2.6.1 Responders (Environment Southland) 

See the Environment Southland Intranet or the “Green Sheet”, a regularly updated hard copy staff telephone directory. 
 
2.6.2 Southland Wildlife Response Personnel 
 

The following personnel have the necessary skills to implement oiled wildlife deterrence, rescue and rehabilitation operations under the guidance of the 
Wildlife Co-ordinator.  These personnel have been trained in Oiled Wildlife response.  
 
Additional trained personnel can be sourced through the Otago Regional Council or MARITIME NZ.  See Annex 2.11 for a list of the National Oiled 
Wildlife Response team members and their contact details. 

 
Regional Personnel Organisation Contact 

Gary Morgan 
Wildlife Co-ordinator 

Environment Southland 
PO Box 90116, Invercargill 

211 5115 (wk) 
215 9840 (hm) 

Teri McClelland 
Alternate Wildlife Co-ordinator 

Southern Institute of Technology 
Private Bag 90114, Invercargill 

218 2599 (wk) 
230 4338 (hm) 
021 220 6654 

Robin Pagan Parks Manager, 
Invercargill City Council 
Private Bag 90104, Invercargill 

2199 070(wk) 

   

   

Lloyd Esler 15 Mahuri Rd, Otatara RD9 
Invercargill 

213 0404 (hm) 

Dennis Thompson Parks Department 
Invercargill City Council 
Private Bag 90104, Invercargill 

2199 070(wk)) 
217 7831 (hm) 
 

Zane Moss Southland Fish & Game Council 
P O Box 159, Invercargill 

215 9113 (wk) 
217 0715(hm) 

Keith Dudfield Parks Department 
Invercargill City Council 
Private Bag 90104, Invercargill 

217 7368 (wk) 
217 4616 (hm) 

Russell and May Evans 
Southland Aviculture Society 

Bryson Road, Otatara 213 0530 (hm) 
211 0413 (May Wk) 
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Lisa Stuart 642 Waituna Road, RD 3,Wyndham 
Also Edendale Vet Clinic 

03 213 0644 

Tracey Jennings (trained oiled wildlife 
responder formerly based in 
Canterbury) 

127 Paterson St, Ingill 027 814 2257 & 2159360 

National Personnel Organisation Contact 

See National Plan   
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The Department of Conservation's level of involvement will depend upon the stage of the response (i.e. early in the response or late in the response).  
There should always be an advisory capacity into the Incident Command Team through the Wildlife Advisor.  It is likely that DOC will be heavily involved 
in any wildlife search and pickup, through the provision of equipment such as boats and trained personnel.  However DOC's input to the actual cleaning of 
oiled wildlife will be restricted to triage.  Any contact with the Department with respect to an oil spill response should be through the Wildlife Advisor in 
the first instance.  They can be notified through the duty officer, Tel:  211 2400. A/h 0274 325 378. 

 

2.7 Contact phone numbers – Responders & Advisors (other than Environment Southland staff) 

 
Name  Business Phone Private Phone Other 

Simon Moran 0800 732 732 (03) 218 1984 027 221 8222 

Stewart Bull  (03) 234 8251 021 222 4643 

Gail Thompson, Iwi, Bluff & 
Motupohue Mataitai 

  021 409 463 

Michael Skerrett, Te Ao Marama Inc 931 1242 
 

 0274 479166 

Dean  Whaanga, Te Ao Marama Inc 931 1242 
 

 021 2479166 

Wynston Cooper  (03) 217 5281 021 180 6662 

Lloyd Esler (03) 213 0404   

Louise  Pagan 0800 732 732  027 426 2124 

Ros  Cole (03) 211 2400 (03) 205 3778  

Lindsay  Wilson, Conservation Services 
Manager (Biodiversity) 
Fiordland 

(03) 249 0234  021 667672 

Teri McClelland (03) 218 2599 (03) 230 4338 027 828 3913 

Andy Roberts (03) 211 2400 (03) 217 8960 027 280 9186 

John  Roderique (Port Maintenance) (03) 212 7674 (03) 212 7076 027 240 7820 

Michael  Skerrett (03) 931 1242 (03) 217 6390 0274 479 166 

Dean  Whaanga (03) 931 1242 03 212 8888 021 247 9166 

Dave  Yeowell (03) 215 8898 (03) 215 8898 021 076 9111 

John  Twidle (03) 249 8711 (03) 249 4248 021 442 897 

Brian Sinclair (03) 249 7916 021 221 0303 021 221 0303 

Andrew  Welsh (03) 249 9005  021 512 699 

 
 

2.8 Advisors/Liaison Personnel (by function) 
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2.8.1 Advisors  
 
Advisory Role Advisor Contact Details 

Incident Reports RCCNZ See 2.8.2 

Response Maritime NZ Duty Officer See 2.8.2 

Salvage Maritime Oil Spill Duty Officer See 2.8.2 

Wildlife Environment Southland Wildlife Co-ordinators 
DoC Wildlife Advisors 
 
 
Massey University 

Gary Morgan, Teri McClelland. 
Jo Hiscock, Ros Cole. Lindsay Wilson 

See 2.7 above) 
 

(See National Plan) 

Iwi & Ruapuke 
Islanders 

Michael Skerrett, Stewart Bull, Dean Whaanga 
(Iwi), Gail Thompson 
 

See 2.7 (Iwi) and See 2.12 for Ruapuke 
Islanders 

Legal Maritime NZ or Environment Southland solicitor  

Maritime/Nautical Maritime NZ Marine Safety Inspector (MSI) 
or Environment Southland Harbourmaster 

 
See 2.8.2 

Fishing/Fishermen Meri Leask or any other fishermen she suggests e.g. 
John Steffens (Fiordland) 

See 2.8.2 

Fisheries Ministry of Fisheries, Alan Frazer (03) 474 0333 

Fiordland Environment Fiordland Marine Guardians  
 

Contact Secretary, Alison O’Sullivan 
03 213 0248 or 021 250 4257. 

 
 
2.8.2 Contact phone numbers – Miscellaneous Stakeholders  
 
Name  Business Phone Private Phone Other 

Riverton 
Coastguard 

Chris Musgrave (Alternatively 
contact Ian Coard) 

027 4378 234 027 4378 234 027 330 2031 
(Travis Anderson) 

Headquarters 
(03) 234 8666 
(03) 234 8937 

Ian Coard (Riverton 
Harbourmaster) 

 (03) 234 8786 027 265 8504 

Department of Conservation  
(Stewart Island) 

(03) 219 0002   

Police  (Stewart Island Police) (03) 219 0020   

Maureen Jones (Stewart Island 
Fishermen’s Radio) 

03) 219 1242   
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Name  Business Phone Private Phone Other 

Meri Leask (03) 212 7281  0274 360 396 

Ministry of Fisheries (Dunedin) (03) 474 0333   

RCCNZ  (04) 577 8030   

Maritime NZ Oil Spill Duty Officer (04) 473 6369   

Maritime NZ Duty Manager (04) 499 3586   

Maritime 
NZ 
Maritime 
Officers 
(Invercargill) 

Steve Hainstock 
Matthew Owen-Eales 

(03) 748 1760 
(03) 748 1760 

 027 836 1105 
027 836 1632 

Carol Brown (Fiordland Fishermans 
Association &  Fiordland 
Fisherman’s Radio 

 03 249 9050 
Fax 03 249 9088 

0274 311 992 

Maritime Safety Inspector (03) 212 8958  0275 244 201 

Deep Cove 
Hostel Trust 

Chairman: Paul Gay  03 217 5266 
Fax 03 217 5261 

021 2044 698 
Bob Hughes 

(Alternate to Paul) 
03 218 7655 

Deep Cove 
Hostel 
Manager 

0087 077 675 1930 Best means of 
contact is by Skype to 
“Deep Cove Hostel” 

 Email: 
870776751930@msg.

iridium.com 

Marine 
Surveyor 

Thomas Milne (See 
attachment overleaf) 

03 454 4144 See 2.8.3  

Glen Hunter Marine Surveyor 09 235 7757 See 2.8.3 027 592 9125 
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2.8.3 
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2.9 Ministry of Fisheries Communications Centre 

 
The Ministry of Fisheries Communications Centre monitors the movement of all New Zealand fishing vessels over 28 metres and all foreign charter fishing vessels 
regardless of length in New Zealand coastal waters. 
 
The Centre can provide information on the location of vessels which can be useful for identifying vessels that may have been responsible for an oil spill. 
 
 
Contact information: 
 
  
Fax: (04) 801 5381  
Phone: (04) 801 5782 (24 hrs) 
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NOTE:  Contact the Consents/Compliance Administrator to obtain the most up to date  contact information. 
 
Alternatively Go to the “Consents” map under Beacon Maps on the Environment Southland website and use the “I” tool to bring up information about 
the consent and consent holder.  Note however that not all water abstractors are consented – some abstraction occurs as a permitted activity but the 
associated structures may have a consent. 
  

Annex 2.10 
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                Annex 2.11 
 
 
Deleted 
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           Annex 2.12  
 
 

Ruapuke Islanders Contact Details 
 
 
Kaitiaki 

Name Landline Mobile  Email 

Christine Young 03 230 4696 027 408 7349 christine.john@xtra.co.nz 
 

David Bragg 
(Crockett) 

 027 512 7002  
 
 

Ricky Topi 03 212 8556 
 

  

Liz Wright 03 212 7048 (Home) 
03 212 8663 (Work) 
 

 liz@bluffeng.co.nz 

Peter Topi 
 

 027 433 1971  

Landowners 

Colin Topi 03 212 7001 027 442 9189 topi.co@xtra.co.nz 
 

Russell Trow 
(West Point) 

03 212 8356   

 
 
In the first instance contact Liz Wright, Christine Young and Colin Topi, who will then advise other Ruapuke Islanders and advise who is the most 
appropriate contact person/persons for Environment Southland to liaise with for the remainder of the response.  
  
Christine Young and Ricky Topi are MPI appointed Tangata Tiaki for the area around Ruapuke Island.  Tangata Tiaki may authorise any individual to 
take fishereies resources that are managed under the Fisheries Act 1996 for customary food gathering purposes.

mailto:topi.co@xtra.co.nz
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Annex 3 

Communications 
 
 

 
 

3.1 Communications Resources 
 
3.2 Communications Restraints 
 
3.3 Marine Radio 
 
3.4 Designated Channel 
 
3.5 Remote Internet Connections 
 
 
Attachments 
 
1. Generic Emergency Response Email logons 
2. Telecom Cellphone Network Coverage Maps 
3. Vodafone Cellphone Network Coverage Map 
4. Environment Southland VHF Net Coverage Map 
5. Emergency Management  Southland  Civil Defence Network Coverage 
6. Department of Conservation VHF Repeaters  
7. Radio Frequencies Programmed into EMS Icom F3 Handheld Radios 
8. Maritime NZ Tier 3 Oil Spill Response Radio Communication System 
9. Ministry of Commerce Radio Spectrum Management – Marine Radio 
 Information Booklet (see attachment no. 14 also) 
10. Milford Sound Emergency Response Plan (Draft) Section 1, Annex 3  
 (Milford Sound Radio Telephone Communications and Frequencies) 
11. Code of Practice for Commercial Tourist Vessels operating within  
 Milford Sound Harbour Limits – Radio Channels and Radio Procedures 
12. Department of Conservation – Single Side Band (SSB) Radios 
13. Environment Southland Satellite Phone 
14. Communications in Fiordland (see attachment Nos. 6 and 11 also) 
15. Emergency Management Southland Radios 
16. SDC HF Radio – programmed frequencies 
17. Blank Page 
18. Communications Plan template 
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3.1 Communication Resources 

 
The Incident Command Centre is resourced with the following Communications: 
 

 Landline Telephones (numerous) 

 Facsimile 

 Email (see attachment 1 listing generic emergency response logons) 

 Cellphones (numerous) *See Telco websites for coverage maps NB: Fiordland & Stewart 
Island coverage is limited. 

 Civil Defence Car Radios (CD nets – Bluff and Mokoreta) 

 VHF Ground to Air radio (base set) 

 VHF Marine Radio[base set, 1 vehicle, 4 handhelds (see Harbourmaster) & ES Boats] *See 
Section 3.3 also 

 VHF Southland Civil Defence Net (base set) operated by Environment Southland (Mokoreta 
repeater) * See attached coverage map (attachment 5) 

 VHF Environment Southland Net (base set – Mid Dome Repeater) *See attached coverage map 
(attachment 4) 

 Two Motorola GP 300 portable handheld radios (multifrequency); 

 Southland CD Net 

 Environment Southland Net 

 Simplex 

 Invercargill City Council CD Net 

 Two Icom F3 portable handheld radios (multifrequency); 

 Southland CD Net 

 Southland CD Simplex 

 Environment Southland Net 

 Environment Southland Simplex 

 Marine VHF Ch 14, 16, 61, 65, 66, 68, 71, 74 

 Environment Southland Liaison 

 Dept of Conservation (Catlins, Longwoods, Rakehua and Te Anau repeaters * See attached 
coverage maps (attachment 6) 

 Ambulance (Bluff & Otautau repeaters) 

 Police Search & Rescue (portable repeater) 

 Police Search & Rescue simplex 

 Invercargill City Council CD Net 

 Fire Simplex (2 channels) 
 The exact frequencies of the above channels are attached (see attachment 7). 

 CD handhelds (numerous) ex ICC 

 Two satellite phones (attachment 13). 

 BGAN – phone and data capability anywhere 

 Mobile PABX (10 lines) 
 
The following communications maybe available to the ICC if required: 

 

 MARITIME NZ Tier 3 oil spill response radio communication system (see attachment) – This 
system consists 10 Marine VHF/ES 5W handheld radios, 4 marine VHF 25W base stations, 
4 marine ES 25W base stations and 3 portable repeaters.  The system may be available on request 
from MARITIME NZ (see attachment 8). 

 Ministry of Civil Defence & Emergency Management – Satellite Phones – The Ministry has a 
number of satellite phones that may be available on request.  Contact the Christchurch office 
initially (03 379 0294). 
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 Department of Conservation satellite phones (2), Single Side Band and VHF radios including base, 

vehicle and handheld sets and a portable VHF repeater (see attachment 12).  Contact Department 
of Conservation, Te Anau, phone (03) 249 0200 (Pania Dalley). 

 Rural Fire & AREC Portable VHF Repeaters. 
 
 

3.2 Communication Restraints 

 
The method of communication used is dependant on the constraints imposed at the site of the spill.  The 
preferred method is by cell phone.  Annex 4 outlines some constraints to communication or 
communication options at remote locations. 
 
The attached maps (attachments 4 and 5) give an indication of VHF radio coverage.  See the Vodafone 
and Telecom websites for the latest coverage maps for their cellular networks NB: There is no cellphone 
coverage along the western Fiordland coast.  Only the northern coast of Stewart Island has cellphone coverage.  In the 
remote parts of Fiordland and Stewart Island , satellite phone (see attachment 13), SSB and marine VHF 
may be the best option (see Section 3.3 below).  Also refer to attachments 10, 11 and 12 especially if 
operating in Milford Sound. 
 
Radio coverage is generally limited by the location of repeaters and the power of the radios.  In the 
absence of a direct link to a repeater, the possibility of using a “human repeater” i.e. a person on a high 
point with a simplex link to the spill ground and a link through a repeater or cellphone to the Incident 
Command Centre, should not be overlooked. 
 
 

3.3 Marine Radio 

 
There are various forms of Marine Radio communication in the region (see attachment 14 or the 
NZ Marine Radio Handbook, p 82-87 held in the “Oil Spill Plans and related material” box on 
Dallas Bradley’s shelves for VHF frequencies) 

 

 Additional VHF Channel – new channel established since above handbook published 
 
VHF  Channel 1 Used by Southland Commercial Fishermen’s radio operator, 

Meri Leask.  The transmitter is on Wednesday Peak (same as 
Ch 67). 

 

In addition to the above information see the attached Ministry of Commerce Radio Spectrum 
Management Information  booklet (attachment 9 although this is somewhat dated).   The local 
Radio Spectrum contact is Paul Robinson (0508 776 463) 

 

 Medium and High Frequency (M/HF) 
 
2182 kHz An international distress, safety and calling frequency for 

radiotelephony.  All ships licensed to operate in the marine 
frequency bands between 1605 kHz and 2850 kHz must be able 
to transmit and receive on 2182 kHz.  Distress, urgency and 
safety calls should be made on this frequency. 

 
2045/2444/4125/ Various frequencies used by Southland Coast Stations (see 
6215/6224 Ministry of Commerce booklet – attachment 9). 
 
8291  Alternative Taupo Maritime single side band frequencies, with 

extensive coverage of the coastal marine area.  However, 
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coverage does vary on the day depending on atmospheric 
conditions. 

 
4417 kHz Single side band radio frequency used by Bluff Fisherman’s 

Network.  This has extensive coverage of the coastal marine area, 
including the Sounds. 

 
3336 kHz DoC frequency (Ch 8) – See Attachment 12 for further details. 
  Doc Radio Experts are Pania Dalley, Te Anau  & Sue Larson, 

Invercargill. 
 

 

3.4 Designated Channel 

 
The channels of communication will be designated on the day as this will allow the Regional On Scene 
Commander to establish channels that fit the required response operation.  All supporting organisations 
will use their own radio networks. 
 
The chosen communications channels will be recorded on a Communications Plan. (See Attachment No 
18 for a template). 
 
Emergency Management Southland has staff trained in radio use that are available to man radios if 
required. 

 
 
 

3.5 Remote Internet Connections 

 
A number of options exist for connecting to the internet from a laptop at remote locations.   These 
options include the following: 
 

 Data capable cellphones (need cell phone reception) used as local WiFi hotspot; 

 Vodems (borrow from IT) 

 BGAN (Emergency Management Southland), satellite based. 
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Attachment No 1 
 
 

Generic Emergency Response email logons 
 
Refer to the instructions at each work station within the Incident Command Centre ( 4 pods 
each containing 4 workstations.) 
 
An alternative is to set up Gmail email accounts.  
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Attachment 2 

 
Spark Cellphone Network Coverage Maps – see Spark website for latest map 
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Attachment 3 
 
Vodafone Cellphone Network Coverage Map – see Vodafone website for latest map. 
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          Attachment 4 
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         Attachment 5 
 

 Emergency Management  Southland  Civil Defence Network Coverage 
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          Attachment 6 
 
Southland 
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Otago 
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          Attachment 7 
 
7. Radio Frequencies programmed into Emergency Management 

Southland  Icom F3 Handheld Radios 
 
Bank 1 

 

Channel Dial Shows RX Frequency TX Frequency CTSS Type 

1 CD18RE 149.825 148.4375  Duplex 
2 CDRE SX 148.900   Simplex 
3 SRC Net 151.775 155.9625  Duplex 
4 SRC Sim 151.775    
5 CD ICC 149.45 148.0625  Duplex 
6 CD GDC     
7 Mar 14    Duplex 
8 Mar 16    Duplex 
9 Mar 61    Duplex 
10 Mar 65    Duplex 
11 Mar 66    Duplex 
12 Mar 68    Duplex 
13 Mar 71    Duplex 
14 Mar 74    Duplex 

 

 
Bank 2 

 

Channel Dial Shows RX Frequency TX Frequency CTSS Type 

1 DOCSTE 142.450 139.450 151.4 Duplex 
2 DOCTEA 142.4625 139.4625 151.4 Duplex 
4 DOCCAT 142.4875 139.4875 151.4 Duplex 
6 DOCLWO 142.5125 139.5125 151.4 Duplex 
7 ESLIAS 140.9875   Simplex 
8 ESAMBO 141.325 138.325 173.8 Duplex 
9 ESAMBB 141.3375 138.3375 173.8 Duplex 
10 EXFIR1 143.825   Simplex 
11 EXFIR2 143.7875   Simplex 
12 EXPOL 143.6625   Simplex 
13 ESPOL 141.7125 138.7125  Duplex 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 3  

  
 

        Attachment No 8 
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https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/

 
 

https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/
https://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/
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Attachment No 11 

 
VHF Radio Channels used by various operators in Milford Sound 

 
 Radio channels are noted as: 
 

Channel 16: Emergency Channel 
 Milford Airport Tower 
 Diving Companies 
 
Channel 08: Real Journey’s Base 
 
Channel 09: Real Journey’s Inter-ship 
 
Channel 10: Milford Sound Sea Kayaks 
 Go Orange Kayaks 
 Local Commercial Fishermen 
 
Channel 11: Southern Discoveries Base 
 
Channel 12: General  
  
Channel 13: General 
 Cruising Milford Sound Ltd 
 
Channel 14: Harbour Control (Freshwater Basin) 
 
Channel 15: Go Orange 
 
Channel 17: Milford Discovery Centre 
 
Channel 67: Local Commercial Fishermen 
 Fiordland Lobster Company 
 
Channel 62: Mitre Peak Cruises 
 Local Commercial Fishermen 
 Pilot vessel working channel 
 
Channel 68: Jucy Cruise Milford Ltd 
 
Source: Environment Southland Port and Harbour Safety Management 
System Plan for Milford Sound, December 2014 
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Attachment 13 

 

 
 

 
 
Note:  Satellite Phone charges now differ to those listed above. 
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          Attachment 14 
  

    Communications in Fiordland 
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Channel 1    -     SW Fiordland               (Duplex) 
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Attachment 15 

 
Note:  See Attachment No 7 for frequencies programmed into the portable Icom radios. 
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Attachment 16 
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Attachment 17 
 

 
Removed. 
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Attachment 18  
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Annex 4 

Sensitive Areas and Coastal Information 
 
 
 

  
 

4.1 Introduction 
 
4.2 Waiparau Head - Porpoise Bay, Curio Bay and Waikawa Harbour 
 
4.3 Haldane Bay and Estuary to Slope Point 
 
4.4 Slope Point to Waipapa Point 
 
4.5 Waipapa Point to Tiwai Point 
 
4.6 Bluff Harbour and Awarua Bay 
 
4.7 Stirling Point to Steep Head 
 
4.8 Steep Head to North Beach including New River Estuary and Oreti Beach 
 
4.9 North Beach to Pahia Point including Jacobs River Estuary 
 
4.10 Pahia Point to Track Burn including Te Waewae Bay 
 
4.11 Track Burn to Big River including the Waitutu Coast and the Solander Islands 
 
4.12 Big River to Awarua Point including the Fiordland Coast and all the Fiords 
 and Sounds 
 
4.13 Stewart Island, Ruapuke Island, Codfish Island and Muttonbird (Titi) Islands 
 and associated islands 
 
4.14 Significant Habitats of NZ Fur Seal, Hookers Sea Lion, Bottle Nosed, 
 Dusky and Hector Dolphins, Fiordland Crested Penguins, Yellow Eyed 
 Penguins and Sea Bird Colonies (including Titi) 
 
4.15 Bird Species & Rehabilitation Priorities 
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4.1 Introduction 

 
In order to provide for effective response to a marine oil spill, it is important to supply the Regional On 
Scene Commander and the Advisory Team with as much information as possible about coastal areas.  
This Annex breaks the Southland Coastline into 14 areas and describes the values that require protection 
within each area, access to the areas, communications, preferred response options and restrictions on 
options.  A topographical map and aerial photograph of each area is included to complement the 
description.   
 
An overview map of the Southland coast showing many of the boundary points for each area is located on 
the following page to assist in locating the relevant coastal area sub annex and map.  These maps are 
starting points only.  More specific imagery and/or mapping at a relevant scale is available electronically 
via Environment Southland’s website, http://gis.es.govt.nz/coastline-habitat/index.aspx  Google Earth or 
Environment Southland’s Geographic Information System.  The website mapping contains habitat, 
ground photo, Mataitai, Marine Reserve, marine mammal sanctuary and coastline segmentation 
information.  It is very useful for getting an understanding of an area potentially affected by an oil spill. 
 
Most of the Southland coastal marine area has been determined by the Department of Conservation to be 
an Area of Significant Conservation Value.  This is reflected in the descriptions of each area in Annexes 
4.2 – 4.14.  A more particular description of the Areas of Significant Conservation Value can be found in 
Appendix 5 of the Regional Coastal Plan  (http://www.es.govt.nz/media/13635/coastal-plan-december-
10-appendix-5.pdf). 
 
The entire coastline is significant to the Tangata Whenua.  Te Tangi a Tauira, an Iwi Management Plan 
(http://www.es.govt.nz/publications/plans/iwi-management-plan/) recognised by Te Runanga o Ngai 
Tahu contains maps identifying areas of particular importance to Ngai  Tahu ki Murihiku.  While these 
maps are a starting point for identifying places that may be affected by oil spills they do not replace the 
need for direct communication and dialogue with Ngai Tahu ki Murihiku.  Initially at least, such 
communication should occur through the Iwi Advisor.  Many of the archaeological sites of particular  
importance are contained in an Environment Southland GIS layer 
(M:\GIS\Data\|Natural\SCHIP_Heritage_Sites.shp).  This layer is searchable (with scale limitations) on 
http://nzaa.eaglegis.co.nz/nzaapublic 
 
 The mainland Southland coastline from the western end of Te Waewae Bay to Waiparu Head in the east 
has been broken down into segments within which key threats, beach type and access has been identified.  
This information is maintained in Environment Southland’s computer system  
(M:\GIS\Data\Coastal\Marine Oil Spills) as a GIS layer. 
 
It is not practical to document each area within the fiords and sounds, north of Puysegur Point or each 
area in and around Stewart Island.  However, the significant habitats of NZ Fur Seal, Hookers Sealion, 
Bottle Nosed, Dusky and Hectors Dolphins, Fiordland Crested Penguin, Yellow Eyed Penguin and 
Seabird colonies (including Titi), many of which occur in Fiordland or Stewart Island, have been identified 
in Section 4.14 of this Annex by the use of a lettering system.  The smaller letters denote presence in the 
area rather than significant colonies.  Furthermore, for the areas most at risk, a special plan (The Fiordland 
Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan) has been jointly prepared by Maritime NZ and Environment 
Southland. 
 
Ideally, the entire foreshore in Southland should be protected in the event of a marine oil spill in the 
coastal marine area.  In reality, however, resources available to the Council to respond to a spill are limited 
and it is not always possible to protect all areas.  Hence, it is necessary to prioritise areas in terms of their 
sensitivity to marine oil spills and the likelihood that they will be exposed to a marine oil spill.  To that 
end, a habitat mapping and ecological risk assessment report entitled “Southland Coast – Te Waewae 
Bay to the Catlins” , should be consulted (http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12348/southland-coast-risk-
2008.pdf).  In addition various reports on the habitats of various estuaries can be found at 
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/.  These reports contain 

http://gis.es.govt.nz/coastline-habitat/index.aspx
http://www.es.govt.nz/media/13635/coastal-plan-december-10-appendix-5.pdf
http://www.es.govt.nz/media/13635/coastal-plan-december-10-appendix-5.pdf
http://www.es.govt.nz/publications/plans/iwi-management-plan/
http://nzaa.eaglegis.co.nz/nzaapublic
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/
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descriptions, photographs and habitat maps (including shoreline type) of the coastline as well as a 
description of the area’s human and ecological value. 
 
The Council has identified in this Annex several sites within the coastal marine area that require priority 
protection from marine oil spills.  These areas are based on discussion with Tangata whenua and the 
values within Areas Containing Significant Values as identified in the Regional Coastal Plan.  While the 
principal values are identified in this Annex and the Coastal Plan, the Wildlife and Iwi Advisors should 
also be consulted because the Annex and Coastal Plan are not exhaustive. 
 
Tangata whenua consider all areas in the coast should be protected from marine oil spills.  However, 
recognising that some areas are more highly valued areas than others, they believe spilled oil should be 
directed towards mobile gravel beaches wherever possible when beach fouling is inevitable.  Sandy 
beaches and rocky intertidal platforms should be afforded a higher degree of protection compared to 
gravel beaches as the former are an important source of kai moana. 
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Tier One Sites 

 
 

The Tier One Plans for Oil Transfer Sites record the type of oil transferred at the site.  Electronic 
copies of the Tier One Plans are held in  Environment Southland’s Electronic Records System 
(File qA1502).  They are also held on Web EOC (MPRS Database). 
 
See below for a map showing the general locations of the Tier One Sites and see Annex 4.6 for a 
map showing the Tier One Sites at Bluff.   
 
There are no specific Tier Two responses for the Tier One sites apart from the more particular 
arrangements for Bluff Harbour outlined in Section 2.1.2 of the Standard Operating Procedure 
and the Incident Action Plans contained in various parts of Annex 4.  

 
 

 
 

Tier One Sites in Southland (see map in Section 4.6 for Tier One sites in Bluff 

Harbour) 
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4.2 Waiparau Head – Porpoise Bay, Curio Bay and Waikawa Harbour 

 
Description 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
Most of the area is also within the Catlins Coast Marine Mammal Sanctuary.  A nationally significant 
population of Hectors Dolphins feed around the Waikawa  Harbour mouth and the Porpoise Bay area. 
The dolphins often swim in the breakers amongst swimmers during Summer.  NZ Sea Lions frequent 
Porpoise Bay. 
 
Waikawa Estuary is a wetland of national significance to fisheries.  Brian Smith runs dolphin/wildlife 
viewing tours from the Waikawa jetty. 
 
A Mataitai covers much of the area (see map overleaf).  The Tangata Tiaki of the Mataitai are Vincent 
Leith, Stephanie Blair and Gail Thompson.  Brothers Point (Turimokomoko), Te Ahi Mate Bay and Curio 
Bay (Tumu Toka) are also particularly important areas to Iwi. 
 
The Waikawa Estuary supports a number of waterfowl and waders which feed on the tidal mudflats.   
 
There are populations of Yellow Eyed Penguin located around Waiparu Head, Brothers Point and 
North Head and a smaller population is located in the vicinity of the Curio Bay Scenic Reserve (see also 
Section 4.14 of this Annex).  Smaller numbers of Little Blue Penguins are also present.  The Curio Bay 
shoreline consists of a nationally significant fossilised forest. 
 
The Waikawa, Porpoise Bay, Curio Bay area is a popular tourist destination.  The southern end of 
Porpoise Bay is relatively sheltered and popular for swimming.  A camping ground is located above the 
beach at this point..  The middle section of Porpoise Bay is a popular surfing area. 
 
The Curio Bay foreshore is the site of a nationally important Jurassic fossil forest.  It is contained within 
the Curio Bay Scientific Reserve. 
 
The coastline from the Waikawa Harbour entrance to Waiparau Head is generally steep and rocky with 
some sandy beaches.  Yellow eyed and little blue penguins frequent the area. 
 
The Waikawa River at the head of the Waikawa Estuary is an important whitebait and kanakana fishery. 
 
The intertidal habitat of the Waikawa Harbour has been mapped – see “Broad Scale Intertidal Habitat 
Mapping of Waikawa Estuary”, Cawthron Report 939 held by the Environment Southland Environmental 
Information Division (also available at http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-
reports).  Fine Scale monitoring of Waikawa Harbour has also been undertaken 
(http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12378/waikawa-estuary-fine-scale-monitoring-2007.pdf) 
 
Fine Scale monitoring of the Porpoise Bay Beach has also been undertaken ( 
http://www.es.govt.nz/media/15636/porpoise_bay_beach_2011_final.pdf) 
 
 
Tier One Sites 
There is a Tier One site (diesel only) at the Waikawa Jetty (B P & W A Stronach)  

 
Access 
Vehicle access is shown on the attached topographical maps with the main road into the area being 
Niagara - Waikawa highway.  The nearest boat launching slipway is located adjacent to the Waikawa Jetty.  
There are several farm airstrips on the eastern side of the estuary.  There is vehicular access to and along 

http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports
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Porpoise Bay.  If conditions are suitable, trailer boats can be launched from Porpoise Bay at or west of the 
Cook Creek mouth.  Vehicle Access on the beach is managed by Rule 14.2.16 of the Coastal Plan 
 
Boats up to approximately 10 metres in length can enter the estuary but channel conditions vary, the draft 
being less than 1.5metres on occasions.  Local knowledge is available from the Stronach family. 

 
Communications 
Very limited Cell Phone coverage on ground.  Cell phone reception may be available from the carpark at 
the end of the Point between Porpoise and Curio Bays.  Spark signal is strongest in the air (plane). 
 
Environment Southland R.T may be patchy, CD Controller’s Net, DoC (Catlins), Marine VHF and 
M/HF,  landline telephone from local residents, hand held simplex radios.   
   
Preferred response options 
The main threat for Porpoise Bay is a marine oil spill offshore drifting onto the beach.  Where possible, 
oil should be prevented from washing onto the beach.  Deflection booms are unlikely to be effective 
along the coastline close to shore unless the sea is calm, as the area is exposed and subject to rough seas.  
 
Prevention of oil reaching the beach or the estuary may best be achieved by the use of dispersants 
offshore.  However, unless the wind is onshore (it usually is not) oil is likely to bypass the beach. 
 
Dispersants should not be used in the Hectors and Bottle Nosed dolphin areas whilst dolphins are present 
(usually Summer) without the prior approval of the Wildlife Advisor (see below).  Beach clean up and 
wildlife response, including preventative capture, and rehabilitation if required.  See below for an Incident 
Action Plan prepared for an oiled wildlife response near Brothers Point.  Much of this Plan will be 
applicable to other spills within the Porpoise Bay area. 
 
If oil is likely to land on beaches, consideration should be given to precleaning to minimise the volume of 
oiled debris.  Oil that has washed ashore should, where possible, be contained to prevent it spreading on 
the next high tide. 
 
While it is possible for oil from an offshore spill to enter the Waikawa Harbour, the main threat for 
Waikawa Harbour is a diesel spill at the jetty.  The response to this type of spill should be limited to 
preventing further spillage, monitoring the spill, avoiding potential fire hazard and enforcement action..  
No dispersant should be sprayed in the estuary. 
 
Restrictions on options 
Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close to shore.  Shallow water 
close to shore restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation for larger vessels.  No dispersants 
are to be sprayed in the estuary. A nationally significant population of Hectors dolphins  resides 
along the coastline from Waikawa to Waituna Lagoon  Dispersants should not be used whilst 
dolphins are present in Porpoise Bay without the prior approval of the Wildlife Advisor. This is due 
to the dispersed oil being spread through the water column, whereas floating oil poses less of a hazard to 
dolphins. 
 
 
IAP - Oiled wildlife exercise - Telford 17 December 2010  
 
Aim:  Minimise impacts of oil spill on wildlife in the area. 
 
Objectives:  1 -   Ensure response meets health and safety. 
                     2 -  Assessment of wildlife species, numbers, locations, priorities. 
                     3 -  Protect wildlife from oil if possible (capture, hazing etc). 
                     4 -  Capture and treat oiled wildlife. 
                     5 -  Ensure appropriate media and community response. 
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Situation Report 
 
An imminent spill of marine diesel oil from Brothers Point north. Heavy loadings of diesel oil expected to 
reach shoreline between Brothers Point and Sisters within 2 hours, 6 hours Wallace Head and Chaslands 
Mistake, reach Tautuku and Long Point in 12-24 hours. At this stage diesel expected to dissipate in 
24 hours. 
 
The coastline consists of steep inaccessible cliffs, some sandy bays and beaches and small estuaries. Access 
is poor and limited both by sea and land. 
 
Wildlife species include YEP, Blue penguins, shags(several spp), NZ fur seal, sooty shearwaters, dolphins. 
The occasional NZ sea lion can be observed in the area. 
 
The priority threatened species are YEP, Blue penguin, sooty shearwater. The focus of the wildlife 
response is the YEP colonies because of good access, management of colonies, ability to respond to avoid 
oil on the birds. Other species will be picked up if oiled. 
 
Te Rere - 52 chicks, 52 adults, 13 juveniles. 
 
Rest of coastline to Chaslands - estimate 28 birds. Up to ? pt-24est chicks and adults(Tau?). 20 Mapa Pt, 
Long Pt-280 birds. Pot-350 birds.(worst case) Immediate concern Te Rere. 
 
Priority - protect Tautuku Estuary-ecosystem-species incl.Black stilts? 
 
We conclude that initially there are likely to be 26 YEP adults that could be oiled on their way home from 
sea to land at Te Rere during the course of the afternoon and evening. We cannot prevent these birds 
swimming through the oil (the partners of these penguins are likely to be on the nest with the chicks and 
can therefore be prevented from going to sea). 
 
The cost of rehabilitation of these birds is $?? (Massey to provide).   
 
Response Actions 
 
A 1. Initial response land based-Te Rere, Long beach, Shades Beach-people visiting 3 beach areas 

 2. Blue bin transported to Te Rere,. Cheryl Pullar in charge. Contact Fergus Sutherland, 
Te Rere Trust Paptowai. 

 3. Chicks - feed on nest. 
 4. Adults and juvenille taken off nest, banded, DOC to sort pen to hold. Held on-site until 

danger passed - a)- chick feeding team, b) A&J feeding team, c) Landing team-capture birds 
as land. Treat as oiled. 

 5. Put Ingill nursery on first standby. Lloyd Esler in charge. 
 6. Oiled birds boxed and transferred. 
 

Decision on people numbers depending on what find. 
 
B Water based. 

- Hananui-2 zodiacs (DOC boats) 
4 hrs away 
- purpose- look for oiled wildlife and report, publicity. 
- 6 people 
- DOC provided 
Daylight hours and sea conditions safe. 
- both report back to Field Supervisor 
- check local boat-Stronach 
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C  Waipati Beach 
- lock off access to beach 

 
D   Tautuku Estuary - Ask for protection by oil team.  

- 12 hours away 
- boom before dark today if risk likely 
- also consider protection for Long Beach Estuary 

 
E   Give Massey a heads up (early on) 

 
Personnel 

 
Wildlife Co-ordination-Gary 
Wildlife Advisor –Terri 
Field Operations Supervision- Pete 
Facility Supervision –Nicola 
- Go through responders list-ring 
 
Comms: 
- no cell phone coverage 
- DOC-VHF available-also set up temporary repeater closer to site. 
- Initial response-VHF 
 
Temp Oiled Wildlife Facilities: 
- Contact Invercargill nursery and put on standby.-small area make space 
- ES & ORC blue boxes and trailer mobilised with oil spill gear.  
- Response Trailer to OWF at Donovan Park, Invercargill. ES blue box to Te Rere. ORC blue box to 

Long Point. 
- Hananui gets key supplies from trailer before leaves Bluff.or maybe picks gear up at Waikawa. 

Work out best way to get gear on boat. 
Birds originally held at Te Rere-waratahs and chicken netting-purchase. 
 
Comms Plan: 
- Public to avoid area 
- Advise on bird response. 
 
Additional thoughts: 
- Wash facilities-get Massey on standby, get quote to send washing container south. 
- Let all key personnel on standby 
- Could send birds to Massey if only a few.(note logistics of transporting oiled birds) 
- Wash birds, but then rehab to local people (i.e. Penguin Place) 
- YEP add to list of responders. Cheryl to put together 
 
Issues to be followed up: 
1- I.D. Te Rere-location to be marked on Southland plan. 
2- Organise penguin boxes for blue boxes and trailer. 
3- Mallet for driving waratahs. 
4- How do we get gear onto Hananui? 
5- Cost of transporting Massey bird washing container to Invercargill.  Don’t we have this already? 
6- Cheryl to put together list of local YEP responders 
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4.3 Haldane Bay and Estuary to Slope Point 

 
Description 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
The area consists of long headlands with rocky seacliffs and an indented sandy bay.  The significant 
conservation values in the area are located in the estuary.  However, oil from a coastal spill (i.e. offshore 
and out of Haldane Bay) is very unlikely to reach the estuary and as such, these values are unlikely to be 
compromised.  There is a significant yellow eyed penguin colony at Slope Point and Bottlenose, Dusky 
and Hectors dolphins are present along the coastline (see also Section 4.14 of this Annex).   Most of the 
area is also within the Catlins Coast Marine Mammal Sanctuary. 
 
NZ Sea Lions may be present on the Haldane Beach. 
 
The intertidal habitat of the Haldane Estuary has been mapped – see “Broad Scale Intertidal Habitat 
Mapping of Haldane Estuary”, Cawthron Report 1036 held by the Environment Southland 
Environmental Information Division and available at 
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/.  There are also several fine scale 
monitoring reports for the Haldane Estuary.  These are available at 
http://www.es.govt.nz/media/15646/haldane_fs_2011_final.pdf. 
 
Access 
Vehicle access to Haldane Bay from the east is via Mair Road with foot access at the end of the track or 
4WD access around the edge of the estuary at low tide.  There is vehicle access to the domain on the west 
side of the estuary.  Helicopters and small boats may land on the beach.  All terrain vehicle access to 
Haldane Bay is available over farmland or via the eastern foreshore of the estuary - from the end of 
Watsons Road. 
 
Communications 
Communications limited.  No Cell Phone coverage. Satellite Phone, Environment Southland R.T and CD 
controllers Net are unknown, DoC (Catlins), Marine VHF and M/HF, telephone from local residents.   
 
Preferred response options 
The main threat for Haldane is a marine oil spill offshore drifting onto the beach. Oil should be prevented 
from washing onto the beach.  Deflection booms are unlikely to be effective along the coastline close to 
shore, unless the sea is calm, as the area is exposed and subject to rough seas.  
 
Prevention of oil reaching the beach may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore. However, 
unless the wind is onshore (it usually is not) oil is likely to bypass the beach. 
 
Dispersants should not be used in the Bottlenose, Dusky and Hectors dolphin areas whilst dolphins are 
present without the prior approval of the Wildlife Advisor (see below).  Beach clean up and wildlife 
response if required.  Oil that has washed ashore should, where possible, be contained to prevent it 
spreading on the next high tide.   
 
Oil from an offshore spill is very unlikely to enter the Haldane Estuary unless the spill is close to the shore 
and it coincides with an incoming tide. 
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Restrictions on options 
Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms on the open coast close to shore.  If oil could be 
contained recovery would be difficult.  Shallow water close to shore restricts the use of dispersants and 
may limit navigation for larger vessels.  Due to the presence of a significant yellow eyed penguin 
colony at Slope Point and Bottlenose and Dusky and Hectors dolphins along the coastline, 
dispersants should not be used whilst penguins and dolphins are present without the prior 
approval of the Wildlife Advisor. The use of dispersants is to be restricted.  Rocky headlands are a 
navigation hazard.  
  
An oiled wildlife response is likely to be a significant component of any overall spill response in the area.



 

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 4  
 

  

 
 



 

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 4  
 

  
 

 

4.4 Slope Point to Waipapa Point 

 
Description 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
The area consists mainly of a long sandy beach from Waipapa Point to Black Point which is backed by 
broad dunes and coastal ponds. Most of the area is also within the Catlins Coast Marine Mammal 
Sanctuary.  Lake Brunton, a small (25ha) coastal lake/estuary is located about 2km east of Waipapa Point. 
 
There is a NZ (Hooker’s) Sealion Haulout Site on the eastern side of Waipapa Point.  Sea Lions may also 
be present elsewhere on the beach.  Bottlenose, Dusky and Hectors dolphins are present along the 
coastline (see also Section 4.14 of this Annex).   
 
Macrophyte mapping and an ecological condition assessment of Lake Brunton was undertaken in 2009.  A 
report describing this work is available at http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12306/lake-brunton-synoptic-
survey-2009.pdf. 
 
Access 
Vehicle access to Waipapa Point is via Waipapa Lighthouse Road.  Limited access to the landward dune 
along the middle of the beach is available via Diggers Bridge Road, which is only partially formed.  
Limited access to the landward dune along the beach west of Lake Brunton is available via a track off the 
Lighthouse Road at the cattlestop.  Motor and quad bike only along the beach.  Access may also be 
available over farms.   Helicopters may land on the beach or adjoining farmland. 
 
Communications 
No cell phone coverage.  Satellite phone, Environment Southland R.T, DoC VHF, CD Controllers Net, 
Marine VHF and M/HF, telephone from local residents and maybe cellphone. 
 
Preferred response options 
The main spill threat for this area is a marine oil spill offshore drifting onto the beach.  Where possible, oil 
should be prevented from washing onto the beach.  Deflection booms are unlikely to be effective along 
the coastline close to shore, unless the sea is calm, as the area is exposed and subject to rough seas.   
 
Prevention of oil reaching the beach may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore.  However, 
unless the wind is onshore (it usually is not) oil is likely to bypass the beach.  Beach clean up and wildlife 
rehabilitation if required.  Oil that has washed ashore on sandy beaches should, where possible, be 
contained to prevent it spreading on the next high tide 
 
Restrictions on options 
Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close to shore.  If oil could be 
contained recovery would be difficult due to the exposed conditions.  Shallow water close to shore 
restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation for larger vessels.  Rocky shoreline and outcrop at 
Waipapa Point may be a navigation hazard.  Limited access points to the beach. 
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 4.5 Waipapa Point to Tiwai Point 

 
Description 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
This area consists of low headlands with offshore reefs, a series of gravelly and some sandy beaches and 
narrow strips of dunelands in sheltered bays (refer to topographical map).  Most of the area is also within 
the Catlins Coast Marine Mammal Sanctuary (western boundary is Bushy Point – See map on following 
page). 
 
Bottlenose, Dusky and Hectors dolphins are present around Waipapa Point and sometimes further west as 
far as Waituna Lagoon.  There is a NZ (Hooker’s) Sealion Haulout Site on the eastern side of Waipapa 
Point.  Sea Lions may also be present elsewhere on the beaches west of Waipapa Point.  Seals feed in the 
narrow surf zone from Toetoes Estuary to Tiwai Point. 
 
The area also contains the Toetoes (Fortrose) estuary including the outlet of the Mataura River.  The 
estuary is of moderate importance for wading birds, especially when Waituna Lagoon is closed to the sea. 
The estuary and the Mataura River constitute a very important eel, kanakana, whitebait and trout fishery. 
The estuary is an area of significant conservation value (Toetoes Estuary ASCV 14-07) – See Regional 
Coastal Plan.   The importance of the estuary is reflected by its inclusion in the wider Awarua Waituna 
Lagoon Ramsar site. 
 
Boating use of the estuary is limited to pleasure craft. 
 
The rocks east of Tiwai Point are a roosting/nesting area for Stewart Island Shags.  Spotted shags also 
nest and roost on the headland immediately east of the Toetoes (Fortrose) Estuary Mouth and the 
headland 2 km north west of Waipapa Point.  Between Waituna Lagoon and Tiwai Point, a stretch of 
beach rarely visited by humans, black backed gulls nest just above the high water mark..  Pied Stilts nest 
just above high water mark on the beach east of Awarua Point but west of the old house.  Oyster catchers 
and banded dotterel also nest  along much of this beach. Some penguins frequent the coast between 
Waipapa Point and Frasers Beach (see also Section 4.14 of this Annex).  Large mobs of moulting Canada 
Geese rest above the highwater mark between Bushy Point and Waituna Lagoon in January and February. 
 
Waituna Lagoon is a core part of the Awarua Wetland complex (a Ramsar site) – see map on following 
page.  However, the mouth of the lagoon is often closed to the sea for months at a time. 
 
An off shore spill on a shipping route is unlikely to enter either Toetoes (Fortrose) Estuary or Waituna 
Lagoon.  However, a spill closer in to the coast could enter on an incoming tide although the chances of a 
spill entering the latter are reduced by the periodic mouth closures. 
 
Fine Scale monitoring of the Toetoes (Fortrose) Estuary was undertaken in 2008/09 
(http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12268/fortrose-estuary-fine-scale-monitoring-2008-09.pdf).  Several 
macroalgal investigations have been undertaken in the estauary 
(http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/). 
 
There is a large amount of environmental information on Lake Waituna (see the ES Environmental 
Information division should it be required). 
 
Access 
Vehicle access points in this area include Frasers Beach Road, Boat Harbour Road, Waituna Lagoon Road 
and Tiwai Road at the western end.  Motor and quad bike access only along the gravel beaches.  
Helicopters and small boats may land on the beaches, however, small boat landings are not recommended 
west of the Mataura River.  There is a boat ramp at Fortrose within the estuary and another on the open 
coast in the first bay east of the Mataura River mouth.. 

http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12268/fortrose-estuary-fine-scale-monitoring-2008-09.pdf
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/
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Communications 
Environment Southland R.T, CD Controllers Net, DoC VHF, Marine VHF and M/HF, telephone from 
local residents, cell phone. 
 
Preferred response options 
The main spill threat for this area is a marine oil spill offshore drifting onto the beach.  Where possible, oil 
should be prevented from washing onto the beach.  However, unless the wind is onshore (it usually is not) 
and the oil has come from or just outside Bluff Harbour, oil is likely to bypass the beach. Deflection 
booms are unlikely to be effective along the coastline close to shore, unless the sea is calm, as the area is 
exposed and subject to rough seas.   
 
The gravel beach from the eastern entrance of Bluff Harbour to Waituna Lagoon has been identified by 
Tangata Whenua as a preferred spilled oil collection point over all other coastal areas. Tangata Whenua 
consider all of the coast should be protected from marine oil spills.  However, in recognition of the fact 
that some areas may need to be afforded a lower priority in order to save more highly valued areas spilled 
oil should where possible be directed towards the gravel beach south east of Bluff harbour (from Tiwai 
Point to Bushy Point).  Sandy beaches and rocky intertidal platforms should be afforded a higher degree 
of protection compared to gravel beaches as they are an important source of kai moana. 
 
Prevention of oil reaching the beach may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore.  Beach clean 
up and wildlife response if required.  Due to the difficulty in cleaning gravel beaches and having 
consideration for their high energy nature, doing nothing in terms of beach clean up may be an option. 

 
Oil from a spill offshore is unlikely to enter Toetoes Estuary.  However, if oil is entering on an incoming 
tide it may be possible to erect a deflection boom on the Harbour side of the entrance away from wave 
action.  Oil should be deflected towards the Fortrose side of the Harbour for collection and recovery.  As 
much of the collected oil as possible should be recovered before the outgoing tide removes the oil. 
 
Restrictions on options 
Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close to shore.  If oil could be 
contained recovery would be difficult due to the exposed conditions.  Shallow water close to shore 
restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation for larger vessels.  Rocky shoreline and outcrops 
from Fortrose to Waipapa Point may be a navigation hazard.  Limited access points to the beaches.  
Gravel beaches are difficult to recover oil from due to leaching. 
 
Nesting black backed gulls and resting moulting Canada geese may limit clean up activity because 
disturbance of these birds will cause the young black backed gulls and the moulting geese to run towards 
the sea and potentially oiled foreshores. 
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4.6 Bluff Harbour and Awarua Bay 

 
Introduction 
Bluff Harbour, Awarua Bay, the open coast east to Fortrose and the shorelines of Dog and Ruapuke 
Island are included in the only “high risk” oil spill area in Southland as mapped in Maritime NZ’s 2010 
marine oil spill risk assessment.  Realistically the bulk of that risk is within the harbour itself, hence the 
greater level of detail in this part of Annex 4 than in others. 
 
The contents of this Annex are as follows: 

1. Narrative including Description, Tier One Sites, Port Plan, Access, Communications, Priority 
Areas for Protection, Preferred Response Optionsand Restrictions; 

2. Site Sheets and Maps for Awarua Bay, the Upper Harbour, the Port Area and the Harbour 
Entrance; 

3. Site Operations Plan for operating at the Awarua Rowing Club site; 
4. Oil Spill Exercise Scenarios and Incident Action Plans (Bluff harbour based); 
5. Drogue Tracks; 
6. Water Abstraction Sites & Aquaculture facilities (map); 
7. Dispersant application boundary (plan); 
8. Potential Oil Landing Beachs (Plan); 
9. Ornithological Society Report on species found in Awarua Bay; 
10. Snapshot Bird Survey of Awarua Bay on 10 October 2002 (plan); 
11. Significant Wildlife Habitat Areas in Bluff Harbour (map); 
12. Gauging at Tiwai Bridge, Awarua Bay 
 

Description 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
Bluff Harbour is a high threat area for marine oil spills due firstly to the transfers of oil product that occur 
at Tiwai Wharf, the Town Wharf, the Ferry Wharf and the Island Harbour and secondly to the movement 
of large vessels in and out of the harbour.  South Port, the operator of the Bluff Port, has a website 
(http://www.southport.co.nz/facilities-and-services/marine-services/wind-and-tide-conditions) that 
displays the latest tide and weather state.  Access is also available to South Ports real time wind, sea level, 
water temperature and current  data network http://neon.niwa.co.nz/logon.aspx?logoff=1   (log on and 
password protected) via the Regional Harbourmaster or his deputy. 
 
The Bluff Harbour/Awarua Bay consists of three main areas, Awarua Bay, the upper Bluff Harbour and 
the Harbour Entrance and Port area.  
 
There is little river flow into Awarua Bay or the Harbour.  As such, the water quality is very good.  The 
narrow entrance to the Harbour is subject to strong tidal flows of up to 6 knots in spring tides (see the 
tidal stream charts for the Bluff Harbour in Annex 5.6).  Even in the upper harbour, the currents are 
often in excess of one knot, especially in the channels (see attached gauging at the Tiwai Bridge).  
Hence, a marine oil spill at the Oil Transfer sites entrance or even beyond the harbour entrance would 
have the capacity to spread throughout the area.  
 
The intertidal and subtidal habitats of Bluff Harbour have been mapped – see “Broad Scale Intertidal 
Habitat Mapping of Bluff Harbour”, Cawthron Report 940 and “Broad Scale Subtidal Habitat Mapping of 
Bluff Harbour”, Cawthron Report 916 held by the Environment Southland Environmental Information 
Division.  The intertidal habitats of Awarua Bay have been mapped – see “Broad Scale Intertidal Habitat 
Mapping of Awarua Bay”, Cawthron Report 941 held by the Environment Southland Environmental 
Information Division.  These reports are currently unavailable on the Environment Southland website 
(http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/) but that may change.   

http://www.southport.co.nz/facilities-and-services/marine-services/wind-and-tide-conditions
http://neon.niwa.co.nz/logon.aspx?logoff=1
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/
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 The rocky shore habitats of Stirling Point have surveyed – see “Stirling Point - Fine Scale Rocky Shore 
Monitoring”, Wriggle Report held by the Environment Southland Environmental Information Division 
(also available at http://www.es.govt.nz/media/15629/stirlingpointrockyshore2011final.pdf) 
  
Much of the land adjoining the harbour and Awarua Bay in particular, is land managed by DoC and is 
covered in indigenous vegetation.  Consequently the natural character of the area is highly rated.  Awarua 
Bay  (See Site Sheet 4.6.1 below) is one of the five most important wading bird habitats in New Zealand 
and is internationally (Ramsar) recognised through its partial inclusion in the wider Awarua Waituna 
Lagoon Ramsar site.  
 
Awarua Bay (See Site Sheet 4.6.1) is used by large numbers of migratory and resident waders and 
waterfowl.  Migratory Species are mainly present from late September to early April.  The Bay is also the 
January - August habitat of the several New Zealand dotterel (South side of Cow Island) and a moulting 
area for several hundred black swans (January/February).   A few Caspian Terns, White Fronted Terns 
and many Black backed bulls nest just above the high water mark on small islands and on gravel spits, 
especially in Awarua Bay (see attached October 2002 snapshot survey and the 1991 Ornithological 
Society submission for further information).  There are also Stewart Island shag colonies on several 
small islands in Bluff Harbour. 
 
Awarua Bay also has considerable recreation value - yachting, swimming, windsurfing, kitesurfing, fishing 
and whitebaiting. 
 
Awarua Bay is the top priority area for oil spill responses within Bluff Harbour (see “Priority Areas” 
heading later in this section. 
 
The upper part of Bluff Harbour (See Site Sheet 4.6.2) is increasingly being utilised for aquaculture (see 
map attached to this Annex).  Given its proximity to the main berthing areas in the lower harbour, the 
area is also used to store rock lobster in holding pots known as “coff pots”.   
 
Apart from the main channels, much of this area drains completely at low tide.  The area contains four 
significant islands and a number of smaller islets or rock outcrops.  The shoreline around Joeys Island is 
sometimes used by nesting birds, white fronted terns in particular. 
 
Three beaches that regularly accumulate seaweed or other debris, depending on the prevailing wind at the 
time, have been identified as “oil landing beaches” where oil should be diverted to if possible.  These 
beaches have relatively low ecological values. 
 
The Port area (See Site Sheet 4.6.3) contains numerous boats and wharf piles, fenders and solid wharf 
facings are at risk of fouling during an oil spill.  The Port area consists of five principal wharves – the 
Island Harbour, the Town (Fuel) Wharf, the Tiwai Wharf, the Ferry Wharf  and three arms of the Finger 
Wharves. 
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The Bluff Harbour Entrance Area (See Site Sheet 4.6.3) is used for recreational fishing, boating, sailing, 
rowing, diving and shellfish gathering.   Several onshore fish processing and aquaculture facilities extract 
water from the port area and fishermen hold live rock lobsters in “coff” pots in the lower harbour (see 
map attached to this Annex and Annex 2.10 for contact details).  
 
The south western shoreline between the Port area and Stirling Point is immediately adjacent to the last 
and southernmost 1.6 kilometres of State Highway One, and as such, has significant scenic and amenity 
values.  This stretch also contains two small beaches that are important locally for swimming and general 
recreation.  The rocky shore that predominates this stretch is also an important local source of paua. 
 
At Stirling Point itself, there is a well used public lookout at the end of the State Highway and a couple of 
restaurants overlook the area.  Several coastal walking tracks and the old pilot station in this vicinity 
enhance the amenity of this area. 
 
Stirling Point marks the eastern boundary ot the Moupohue Mataitai.  See Annex 4.7 for more details on 
this Mataitai. 
 
There is about 2 kilometres of coastline on the north side of the Harbour from Tiwai Point  to the Tiwai 
Wharf jetty.   Half is reasonably exposed south facing rocky shore and the rest is a west facing sandy 
beach.  Neither reach is well used but both offer fishing opportunities (flounder, blue cod and paua).  
 
 
Tier One Sites 
There are several Tier One sites in the harbour located at all of the major wharf facilities except for the 
Finger Wharves (see the map below).  In addition, several mobile fuel transfer operators bunker vessels 
in the port, especially in the vicinity of berths 4 & 5. 
 
The Tanker Wharf and Mobil Tank Farm (one site), NZAS Ltd (Tiwai) Wharf and Road Science Sites are 
regarded as “major” sites. Respectively, these sites transfer petrol and diesel, heavy fuel oil and bitumen 
from coastal tankers to shore tanks, some through long transfer pipes. 
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Access 
There is extensive road access adjacent to Bluff Harbour and Awarua Bay.  There are several boat 
launching ramps at Bluff and various jetties in the area as outlined on the NZ Topo50 map.  At low tide 
the area of navigation for small boats is significantly reduced.   
 
Access to the mudflats may be gained at several points around the harbour and Awarua Bay. 
 
Communications 
Cell phone,  Simplex Hand held Radios, CD Net, Marine VHF, DoC VHF. 
 
Priority Areas for Protection 
The priority areas for protection within the Bluff Harbour/Awarua Bay unit are as follows: 

1. Awarua Bay (See Site Sheet 4.6.1); 
2. Upper Bluff Harbour (See Site Sheet 4.6.2) 
3. Bluff Harbour Entrance and Port Area (See Site Sheet 4.6.3). 

Within the latter area, the reach between Morrisons Beach and Stirling Point is most probably the highest 
priority given its high aesthetic value and popularity for snorkelling and shellfish gathering. 
 
 
Preferred response options 
General guidance is set out below but more particular guidance is available from attached Site 
Operations and Incident Action Plans that have been developed for various scenarios in and 
around Bluff Harbour.  

 

 Gasoline, automotive diesel and marine gas oil (marine diesel) 
These spills are likely to occur in and around Town Wharf and Ferry Wharf.  These are volatile 
products.   
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 For small spills the recommended course of action is to do nothing except take enforcement action 
as may be appropriate and advise persons who could be affected by the diminished water quality. 
 
For large petrol spills, see the following June 2008 Incident Action Plan for guidance. 

 
For large diesel spills the recommended course of action is: 
 
High to outgoing tide - Contain as much of the spill as possible and allow it to evaporate or mop 
it up with sorbents.  If containment is not possible, assist the spill to enter the main channel and 
allow the tidal current to carry the spill out to sea. 
 
Low to incoming tide - Contain the spill as much as possible within the vicinity of Ferry Wharf, 
Town Wharf or Island Harbour basins and try to prevent it from reaching the upper harbour.  
Allow evaporation to occur or mop it up with sorbents, whilst providing for fire risk.  Agitation 
may be used to assist evaporation. 

 
For Gasoline, automotive diesel, marine gas oil, aviation fuel that has passed the Island Harbour, 
and is heading up the harbour and posing an environmental threat, the recommended course of 
action is to attempt to divert the oil towards one of the “oil landing beaches” shown on the “Oil 
landing beachs” map attached to this section otherwise allow it to evaporate.  Agitation may be 
used to assist evaporation.  Any oil contained at the oil landing beaches should either be mopped 
up with sorbents or allowed to evaporate. 
 
Containment booming is difficult downstream of the Tiwai Causeway due to the strength of the 
current. 

  
Where possible prevent birdlife entering the area affected, or likely to be affected, by the spill.  
Wildlife rehabilitation as required. 

 
Do not use dispersants as the adverse effects of these in the harbour may be worse than the light 
oil itself.   

 

 Light Fuel Oil (See attached Incident Action Plan & Oil Spill scenario dated June 2010) 
These spills are likely to occur in and around Town Wharf or Island Harbour.  Light Fuel Oil is 
more persistent than the very light oils referred to above and hence allowing evaporation to occur is 
not an effective response option. 
 
The recommended course of action is: 
 
High to outgoing tide: Contain and recover as much of the spill as possible with vacuum trucks, 
sorbents or skimmers.  If containment is not possible, apply dispersants if known or proven to be 
effective and the spill is within the permissible dispersant application area (see Area map 4 in this 
section), assist the spill to enter the main channel (eg with fire hoses) and allow the tidal current to 
carry the spill out to sea.  The main priority is to prevent the oil moving into the upper harbour in 
subsequent incoming tides. 
 
Low to incoming tide: Contain at source and recover as much of the spill as possible, apply 
dispersant to the remainder to assist dispersion where the dispersant is known or proven to be 
effective and the spill is within the permissible area (see Area map 4 in this section). 
 
If containment at source is not possible, attempt to divert the spill into one of the two berthing 
basins on Island Harbour and contain it there.  Recover as much of the oil as possible.  
 
If containment within the berthing basins is not possible, and the spill is moving up the harbour 
then spray dispersant where the dispersant is known or proven to be effective (do not use 
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 dispersant north of the line between Tiwai Wharf and the northern end of Island Harbour).  DOC 
have also recommended against dispersant use for beach clean up in this area,  (Regional On Scene 
Commander to discuss with DOC).   

 
If the light fuel oil has passed Island Harbour, the recommended course of action is to attempt to 
divert the oil towards one of the “oil landing beaches” shown on the “Oil landing beachs” map 
attached to this section.  The oil should be contained here (booms or earthworks) allowing recovery 
and beach clean up to occur.  Where possible prevent birdlife entering the area.  Wildlife 
rehabilitation as required. 
 
Tangata whenua consider all areas in the coast should be protected from marine oil spills.  
However, in recognition of the fact that some areas may need to be afforded a lower priority in 
order to save more highly valued areas spilled oil should where possible be directed towards the oil 
landing beaches.  Sandy beaches and rocky intertidal platforms should be afforded a higher degree 
of protection compared to gravel beaches as they are an important source of kai moana. 

 
If oil is unable to be diverted, mop up patches of spilled oil with sorbent booms troiled behind 
boats or deployed from shore.  If the oil has spread into sensitive areas, then contain as much of 
the oil in these areas as possible (booms, earthworks) to prevent further spreading with the 
changing tide.  Where possible prevent birdlife entering the area.  Wildlife rehabilitation and 
shoreline cleanup (see attached plans for shoreline types) as required. 

 

 Heavy Fuel Oil (HFO) (See attached Response Action Plan) 
These spills are likely to occur at Tiwai Wharf, along the causeway pipelines, or from leaks or 
discharges from vessels.  This is a highly persistent, relatively viscous oil.. The Data Sheet below 
outlines the characteristics of this oil. 
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The recommended course of action is: 
 
High to outgoing tide: Contain and recover as much of the spill as possible using the rapid 
deployment boom or harbour boom in the first instance.  Bear in mind that realistically the boom 
will take up to an hour to access and deploy by which time the spilled oil will have moved, perhaps 
a mile or two.  Sample the oil for dispersant testing and enforcement purposes.  If containment is 
not possible, apply dispersants where the dispersant is known or proven to be effective (do not use 
dispersant north of the line between Tiwai Wharf and the northern end of Island Harbour), assist 
the spill to enter the main channel (eg with fire hoses) and allow the tidal current to carry the spill 
out to sea.  The main priority is to prevent the oil impacting on the shore or remaining within the 
harbour. 
 
Low to incoming tide: See the following Response Action Plan for an HFO Spill from Tiwai 
Wharf/Jetty on an incoming tide.  For Spills that originate from the Bluff side of the harbour, the 
Incident Action Plan is similar but the chances of the oil heading into Awarua Bay are reduced and 
the chances of diverting the oil onto an “Oil landing beach” may be increased.  See also the 
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 attached vertical aerial photos showing the actual path of various drogues deployed from different 
places within Bluff Harbour on incoming tides. 
 

 Bitumen and liquified pitch 
These oil types are heated to pump them through the pipes.  On contact with sea water they 
solidify and sink.  The recommended course of action is to prevent further spillage.  If the product 
cannot be recovered off the seabed with a net or similar tool then the best response is to simply 
monitor.  Some beach clean up may be required if the product washes ashore. 

 

 Other oils 
Modify above response to take into account the oil characteristics. 

 

 Offshore Spills 
Where possible oil should be prevented entering the Harbour.  Deflection booms are unlikely to be 
effective along the coastline close to shore, unless the sea is calm, as the area is exposed and subject 
to rough seas.   
 
Prevention of oil reaching the beach or the harbour may best be achieved by the use of dispersants 
offshore.  Where possible oil should be diverted towards the gravel beach east of the harbour 
entrance between Tiwai Point and Bushy Point (Trig station AONC shown on NZ Topo50 map).  
Beach clean up and wildlife rehabilitation if required.  Oil that lands on the beach should be 
prevented from exiting the beach on the incoming tide. 

 
Restrictions on options 
The exposed coastline reduces the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close to shore.   
Strong currents will reduce the effectiveness of coastal and harbour booms and will spread spilled 
oil very quickly.  Hence, spills in the area require a rapid response to be effective.   
Shallow water within the harbour and Awarua Bay limits navigation for larger boats.   
Nesting birds are prone to disturbance by response activities, and as such,  it may be best to avoid 
such areas rather than trying to assess or clean them up immediately.  However, assessment from 
afar using telescopes may be possible. 
Dispersant application is restricted and most probably not permitted north of the line between 
Tiwai Wharf and the northern end of Island Harbour.   
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Site Sheet 4.6.1 – Awarua Bay, Bluff Harbour 

Site 4.6.1 Awarua Bay, Bluff Harbour  Risk Rating  Very High 

Description: 
Awarua Bay has about 25 kilometre of sandy, small cobble or fine gravel shoreline.   
 
The southern side of the bay contains Cow Island and several gravel spits on which a variety of birds 
including Caspian and White fronted terns and Black Backed Gulls nest.  NZ Dotterels can be found 
around Cow Island in Autumn and Winter but this area is less vulnerable to being affected by spilled 
oil than the open bay.  
 
The bay drains extensively at low tide and the resultant intertidal area is a nationally important 
wading bird feeding ground, especially for migratory birds in the September – March period.  
Significant wading bird roosting areas are located at the head of the bay just above high water mark.   
 
Water quality is excellent and the intertidal area supports extensive sea grass beds. 
 
The Bay and some adjoining land form part of a RAMSAR site. 

Foreshore Types Sand/silt 

  Gravel/shingle 

  Small cobble (stones) 

Chart Number NZ Topo 
Coastal Plan 
Map     

Not charted Topo50 9A 
 

  

          

Segments SOU-340 to SOU-3750  

At Risk Resources 
   

  

Commercial Nil 

Tourism Some bird watching 

Recreation 
 
Wildlife 

Dinghy sailing, windsurfing and kiteboarding, floundering and 
whitebaiting in Muddy Creek (Aug-Nov) 
Resident & migratory waders (late Sept – early April) 

 

NZ Dotterel south of Cow Island (Jan-Aug) 
Waterfowl, especially moulting black swans (100’s) (Jan/Feb) 
Wading Bird Roosts 
Nesting areas on gravel spits 
Shags feeding 

Cultural A few archaeological sites are present around the shoreline 
          

Notes 
   

  

Dispersant prohibited; 
Strong currents under the Tiwai Bridge; 
Nesting Birds (don’t disturb) – assess by telescope if necessary; 
Access restrictions – see below; 
Rafts of dead eel grass along shoreline at certain times of the year. 
 

Actions         
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 Key priority is to prevent birds from being affected by oil; 
Booming is an option – see below; 
The nature of the risk to birds is very “time of year” dependent; 
Bird “hazing”  may be an option; 
Pre-emptive capture of NZ Dotterel is a potential option should the 
southern side of Cow Island be threatened. 

 
  

  
   

  

Key Contacts         

NZ Aluminium Smelters Security 032185999 
 

  

Boom Considerations       

* Protection boom parallel to shore near wader roosts; 

* Containment boom from boat ramp on northern shore; 

* Containment  boom on northern shore; 

* Containment  boom on northern shore; 

* Booming not possible at causeway bridge; 

Access         

 Access to south shore  is through NZAS land and a key is required; 
Vehicular access on southern and northern shores is prohibited by the Coastal Plan; 
Good boat ramp at old Yacht Club on northern shore; 
Good boat ramp southwest of causeway but it is often partially covered in gravel (take a shovel). 
  

Preferred Response Options 
Matrix         

  Most Preferred Feasibility    

Containment and recovery Yes 

Yes 
(depends 
on wind)   

On Water recovery Yes Low   

Dispersant application No     

    

Bird hazing 
Yes (moulting black 
swans & wading birds) High  

    

Shoreline cleanup Yes High   

Natural recovery Yes 
Low -
Medium   
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Site Sheet 4.6.2 – Upper Bluff Harbour 

Site 4.6.2 Upper Bluff Harbour  Risk Rating  High 

Description: Upper Bluff Harbour has about 30 kilometres of sandy, small cobble or fine gravel 
shoreline.  Within this area there are three significant islands and four smaller ones.   Tikore and Joeys 
Islands are both Scenic Reserves.  Access to Tikore Is. Is prohibited without permission from 
Invercargill City Council Parks Dept .   
 
The bay drains extensively at low tide and while the resultant intertidal area is a wading bird feeding 
ground, it is not as significant as Awarua Bay.  
 
Water quality is very good and the intertidal area supports extensive sea grass beds.   
 
This part of the harbour contains seven aquaculture sites but most of the sites are not actively utilised.  
Their operational status needs to be checked at the time of a spill.   
The lower part of the upper harbour contains several coff pots used for storing rock lobster. 
 
In the Green Point area, several boats, mainly yachts, are permanently moored in the channel more or 
less due east of the Green Point Yacht Club’s slipway. 
 
The shoreline of Colyers Island contains many large ventifacts (wind shaped rocks) as well as some 
archaeological sites associated with stone tool making. 

Foreshore Types Sand/silt 

  Gravel/shingle 

  Small cobble (stones) 

Chart Number NZ Topo 
Coastal Plan 
Map     

NZ 6821 (partial coverage only) Topo50 9 & 9A 
 

  

          

Segments         

Commercial Aquaculture & Coff Pots 

Tourism Nil 

Recreation Sailing and some fishing.  Some boating/waterskiing near the  NE 
boat ramp 

Wildlife Nesting birds on gravel spits, Shags and terns feeding in water, 
Waders feeding on tidal flats 

Cultural  A few archaeological sites are present around the shoreline, 
especially Colyers Island & Tikore Island. 

      
 

  

Notes 
   

  

Dispersant application restricted – most probably prohibited unless close to the port & tide ebbing. 

Actions         
Key priority is to prevent sea birds from being affected by oil; 
Booming is an option – see below; 
The nature of the risk to birds is very “time of year” dependent; 
  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 4  

 Key Contacts         
Greenpoint Yacht Club – Commodore, Dave Taylor, 73 Russell St – 03 2143360Hm, 03 2112400Wk 
Merv Gunn, Invercargill City Council, 03 2111777 
  

Boom Considerations       

Booming difficult on south or south east shore due to current strength. 
Boom as close as possible to oil source, especially on southwest side. 
Unlikely to place booms on west side because prevailing wind/breeze is from a westerly quarter. 
 

Access         

Good access for quad bikes and Argos along foreshore from variable access points. 
Road access to western foreshore at Green Point and Ocean Beach.   
Road access to northern foreshore is limited to the western end in the vicinity of Colyers Island and an 
Invercargill City Council (ICC) gravel quarry at the eastern end (key to locked gate required – contact 
Merv Gunn, ICC  for a key). 
Access to south east is good from adjacent or nearby roads including a boat ramp (Note:  boat ramp is 
often partially covered in gravel – take a spade). 
Advise NZ Aluminium Smelters if working in the vicinity of its stormwater outlets. 
Access to Tikore Is. Is prohibited without permission from Invercargill City Council Parks Department. 

Preferred Response Options 
Matrix         

  Most Preferred Feasibility    

Containment and recovery Yes Low   

On Water recovery Yes Very Low   

Dispersant application No     

    

Bird hazing 
Yes (wading 
birds) High  

    

Shoreline cleanup Yes High   

Natural recovery No 
Low -
Medium   

 

     
SE of Colyers Is.    SW towards Colyers Is. 
 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 4  

 

    
South from north side of Tiwai causeway SE from north side of Tiwai causeway 
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 Site Sheet 4.6.3  - Port Area and Bluff Harbour Entrance 

Site 4.6.3 Port Area and Bluff Harbour Entrance Risk Rating  High 

Description: 
A busy but relatively short six kilometres of coastline containing the main port for the Southland 
region and adjoining the township of Bluff and 3 kilometres of road including the southernmost 
stretch of SH No.1. 
 
The port consists of several distinct wharves/berthing facilities -  the Island Harbour services a variety 
of bulk carriers and container ships, the Town (fuel) wharf services fuel tankers and the Tiwai Wharf 
services bulk carriers and fuel tankers that deliver raw materials and export aluminium products from 
the Aluminium Smelter and the Ferry wharf and Finger wharves service the Stewart Island Ferries and  
the inshore fishing fleet respectively.   
 
Fuel transfer facilities for small vessels are located at Berth 1&2 on the Island Harbour and at the Ferry 
Wharf. 
 
Water quality is generally very good but can be diminished by stormwater.  The Harbour Entrance 
area is an important for gathering mahinga kai. 
 

Foreshore Types Sand 

  Gravel/shingle 

  Rock 

Chart Number NZ Topo 
Coastal Plan 
Map     

Not charted Topo50 9A, 9C 
 

  

          

Segments         

At Risk Resources 
   

  

Commercial South Port wharves 
Tourism Ferry terminal for Stewart Island ferry. 

Stirling Point road end is a very popular visitor attraction (the Cape 
Reinga of the south) 

Recreation 
Wildlife 

Sailing and fishing, some rowing. 
Pelagic seabirds including mollymawks 
Stewart Island Shags roost on rocks off eastern end of Tiwai Point  

Cultural A few archaeological sites are present around the shoreline, 
especially on the Tiwai Point side.  Important Mahinga Kai area, 
especially the south western shore and the Motupohue Mataitai 
that commences at and extends south from Stirling Point by the old 
Pilot Station. 

          

Notes 
   

  

Strong currents especially in main channel; 
Eddies in harbour, especially on Island Harbour side – See Annex 5.2.4 for tidal flow information. 
Photo ID is required to access the Island Harbour; 
Health & Safety induction required before working on the Island Harbour (see 
http://www.southport.co.nz/access/health-and-safety); 
Several on shore industries abstract water from the harbour. 

http://www.southport.co.nz/access/health-and-safety
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Actions         
Key priority is to contain any spilled oil as close as possible to source; 
Booming is an option in and around berths in Island Harbour and close to shore away from main 
channels & current; 
Media and Community relations important, especially if spill affects areas accessible to the public. 
 
  

  
   

  

Key Contacts         
NZ Aluminium Smelters Security 
South Port 
Port Maintenance 
 

032185999 
03 2128159 
03 2127674 

 
  

Boom Considerations       

 Key priority is to contain any spilled oil as close as possible to source; 

 Booms are an option in and around berths in Island Harbour; 

 Booms are an option close to shore away from main channels and current. 
 

Access  

Good road access to southern side. 
Limited road access available to northern side via NZAS Security. 
Good boat ramp at Bluff Yacht Club; 
Very Good boat ramp northwest of Island Harbour bridge but access under bridge is not possible at 
high tide for many medium sized (6m) boats. 
 

  
   

  

Response Options Matrix         

  Most Preferred Feasibility    

Containment and recovery Yes 

Yes 
(depends on 
current)   

On Water recovery Yes Low   

Dispersant application No  Yes   

Shoreline cleanup Yes High   

Natural recovery No 
Low -
Medium   
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Site Operations Plan – Awarua Rowing Club, Bluff 
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 This plan covers operations in and around the Awarua Rowing Club, or operations based out of 
this area.   
 
Note:  An alternative location in this locality for deploying booms is the public boat ramp, 
located 150 metres east of the Rowing Club.  Use of this facility may necessitate exclusion of the 
public.  In such instances, the public can be redirected to the Bluff Yacht Club ramp, east of the 
Island Harbour bridge. 
 
Staging Areas 
 
Equipment should be transported by HiAb truck and/or forklift to the staging areas identified in 
the plan above.  The use of a forklift will speed up transport and unloading operations.  The 
layout of the staging area should take into account the possible need for “hot” and “cold” zones 
to separate dirty and clean activities.  To this end, the grassy areas to the west and east of the 
beach can be used. 
 
Boom Preparation 
 
Prepare boom on the sandy/gravelly beach immediately north of the boom staging area. 
 
Fit bridles, or towing plates at ends and bridles at any joins for the subsequent attachment of 
intermediate anchors to hold boom shape. 
 
Fit ropes, support buoys, anchors, anchor buoys, etc. 
 
If using land sea boom, inflate with leaf blower, transfer boom to water and ballast with spate 
pump, using the adaptor. 
 
Boom Deployment 
 
Tow boom into position using an appropriate work boat.  Attachment point of towing line may 
need to be adjusted to enhance boat manoeuvrability. 
 
Boom deployment operations in shallow water will be greatly enhanced if people with waders are 
available. 
 
Time to deploy a boom configuration using a length of land sea boom is approximately one hour 
from time of transport from the store.  Use of rapid deployment boom would speed things up 
considerably. 
 
Skimmer Deployment 
 
Deploy skimmers on grassy area above the landward end of the boom.  At low tide the length of 
the suction pipe may be a limiting factor, so skimmer may need to be deployed on level platform 
on the rock rip rap. 
 
Storage Vessel 
 
Use  an IBC or one of the two 10 tonne flexidams initially, because they are easy and fast to 
deploy.  Locate it with the outlet facing the sea. 
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Resources 
 
Personnel 
 two on boat 

 one supervisor 

 six on booms 

 three on skimmers and storage vessel 
 
Plant 
 HiAb truck 

 forklift 

 work boat (25 hp dinghy) 
 
Oil Spill Equipment 
 booms (40-100 m) 

 skimmers and power plants (x 3) 

 storage vessel (flexidam) 

 accessories (leaf blower, ballasting adaptor, foot pump) 
 
Hazards and Health and Safety 
 
The following hazards have been identified: 
Water; 
Sunburn; 
Slippery rocks; 
Ropes; 
Forklift operations; 
Dog poo; 
Broken glass; 
Hi Ab operations. 
 
The following measures should be undertaken to eliminate or minimise these hazards: 
Personnel on the boat must wear lifejackets; 
Personnel should wear robust footwear; 
At least one person should wear waders when working in shallow water; 
Personnel should keep clear of ropes used to secure or tow booms; 
The forklift operator should be mindful of personnel working in the area and their likely 
movements; 
Where possible, personnel should be excluded from the area of Forklift operations; 
Personnel should keep clear of the area covered by the arc of the Hi Ab Boom. 
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 Response Action Plan 
for an HFO Spill from Tiwai Wharf/Jetty 

on an incoming tide 
 
1. Dispatch aerial surveillance (aircraft) direct observation from the top of the ship unloader at the 

north end of the Tiwai wharf may also be an option. 
 
2. Liaise with NZAS Ltd (Superintendent-Plant Services) regarding preventing further spillage and 

gaining further information.  Deploy NZAS spill kit and utilise NZAS sucker truck if possible. 
 
3. Deploy booms: 
 

 Port Maintenance to deploy slick bar, rapid deployment and fence boom to spill site and 
attempt to contain before it gets into Awarua Bay. 

 Environment Southland staff to take land/sea boom to top end of Awarua Bay by 4WD ute 
and deploy parallel to shore at north or south side, depending on wind direction.  (Intention 
is to keep oil out of vegetation and bird roosts). 

 If spill volume is large, fly more land sea boom and perhaps other from Otago direct to 
relevant part of Awarua Bay. 

 
4. Dispatch evidence gathering/sampling team with sampling kit and dispersant testing kit. 
 
5. Dispersant application unlikely to be an option (plan restricts area of application and dispersants 

unlikely to be effective). 
 
6. Contact advisors, especially wildlife and Iwi. 
 
7. Mobilise SCAT team. 
 
8. Mobilise oiled wildlife reconnaissance people and get them to liaise with SCAT team. 
 
9. Contact MSA and run ADIOS. 
 
10. Contact media relations personnel. 
 
11. Advise marine farmers and water abstractors. 
 
12. Check Tier 2 plan for anything that has been overlooked. 
 
13. Monitor and review. 
 
 

Note:  the above plan assumes that a core Incident Management team has been established. 
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 Incident Action Plan 
Developed in response to a tabletop exercise  

based on the attached scenario (June 2008) – Large Petrol Spill at Town Wharf 
 

1 Fire Service lead agency until threat of fire gone. 
 
2 Secure the area (Bluff police, with backup from Invercargill). 
 
3 Evacuate at least 250 m from spill site (initial NZFS action) – back to main road. 
 
4 Set up cordons (Police). 
 
5 Recce area with a gas detector – monitor risk (NZFS). 
 
6 Adaptively manage residual vapours. 
 
7 Evacuate a wider area, beyond the initial evacuation zone (next phase – rest of Foreshore Road). 
 
8 Divert the ferry (H/M or Bluff Harbour Radio – Meri Leask). 
 
9 Electrically isolate power to town wharf at transformer at wharf approach (South Port, via Bluff 

Electrical), if site is vapour free. 
 
10 Contact PowerNet re electrically isolating an area/areas.  Note however, that cutting the power 

could cause problems in itself. 
 
11 Contact Water Abstractors (Environment Southland). 
 
12 No fly zones, if necessary. 
 
13 Key message to public: “keep away”. 
 
14 Prepare press release. 
 
15 Potential ICPs – fire station (preferred – includes a hall and appliance bays), Mobil. 
 
16 Environment Southland to lead the media response.  Prepare a media release. 
 
17 Involve St John. 
 
Notes:   

 Water Abstractors’ electric pumps are above surface; 

 NZFS hi-tech communications unit coming in six months (has arrived); 

 Potential shield between ship and wharf to deflect spilled product onto wharf, rather than into 
water. 
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 Marine Oil Spill Tabletop Exercise 
10 June 2008 

 
Scenario 
 
Date: 10 June 2008 
Time: 1545 hours 
Location: Tanker wharf, Bluff 
Tide: Low at 1330 hrs, 0.8 metres 
Weather: Fine and sunny, but chilly (8˚C) 
Wind: Less than 5 km/h of drift from the NW. 
 
 
The Kakariki is discharging regular motor spirit (petrol) from the fuel berth to the tank farm operated by 
Mobil when one of the flexible hoses connecting the ship to permanent pipework on the shore fails at the 
lowest point of the hose between the ship at the wharf. 
 
Petrol sprays everywhere, but most of it ends up on the water between the ship and the wharf.  A 
considerably lesser amount ends up on the wharf in the shallow bund.  The pumping rate at the time was 
8,000 litres/minute (500 kilolitres/hr). 
 
About 30 seconds lapsed between the time the spill was first noticed and the time the pumps were shut 
down.  After shutdown, some petrol continues to leak from the pipe as it depressurises and drains the 
contents of the flexible hoses that are above the split in the hose (each pipe length – 6 m – contains 750 
litres). 
 
It is estimated that about 2,000 litres spilled prior to shutdown, about 500 of which is on the wharf and 
1,500 is in the water. 
 
Another 500 litres spill into the water over a period of five minutes following pump shut down. 
 
Wharf staff notify the Plant Manager (Alan Eastlake) of what has happened, who in turn notifies 
Emergency Services, followed by Environment Southland, South Port and Mobil Emergency Response. 
 
He then proceeds to the tanker berth to oversee the response to the spill, pursuant to Mobil’s Tier 1 Oil 
Spill Response Plan, and to liaise with Emergency Services, Environment Southland, South Port, etc. 
 
The Stewart Island ferry is due to arrive at 1600 hrs and depart again at 1630 hrs.  A couple of Oyster 
Boats are also due in at about 1630hrs. 
 
Task 
The challenge now is to prepare an Incident Action Plant (IAP) for the multi agency response to the spill.  
Part of the process will be determining who shall be the lead agency.  There may be a need for agency 
specific IAPs as well. 
 
There is no rush to come up with a solution.  Unlike a real event, we have the luxury of time to develop 
the best practicable response.  Ideally, the IAP should be one that all agencies would feel comfortable 
implementing if the scenario became a real event in the future. 

 
 
 
 

Incident Action Plan 
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Oil Spill Exercise, 10 June 2010: Gonwong grounding, Daveys Shoal, 
Bluff Harbour 

 
1. Aerial surveillance 
 
2. Establish communication with the ship (master/pilot, insurer) – VHF 
 
3. Samples 
 - evidential samples 
 - dispersant testing – from boat via pilot 
 - deploy dispersant kit 
 - refer dispersant guidelines 
 
4. Activate EOC and place equipment & personnel on standby.  Contact Advisors.  Helicopter on 

standby (in Bluff?).  Oiled Wildlife Centre on standby. 
 
5. Minimise oil that gets into Awarua Bay 
 - disperse at vessel (landing barge) 
 - booms at rowing club 
 - booms at head of Awarua Bay 
 
 Prevent further spillage (potential salvage issues) 
 
 Minimise impact on wildlife 
 
 Keep Stakeholders and Community informed 
 

Gather evidence linking ship, spillage and effects 
 
6. Bird hazing 
 - black swans 
 - monitor titi 
 - Stewart Is. Shags near Tiwai Rocks 
 
7. What ifs?  Consider potential spill from ship 
 
8. Extra equipment 
 - mako barge 
 - ORC equipment 
 - oil transfer pumps 
 
9. Issue “notices to mariners” if required for safety. 
 
10. Inform stakeholders 
 - ID them (incl water abstractors, port company, Real Journeys, Bluff Fishermens Radio, ICC and 

Bluff Community Board) 
 - Sanford and Urwins 
 - recreational users 
 - email trees 
 - stakeholder briefing 
 
11. Liaise with Police re traffic management. 
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Oil Spill Scenario – Tabletop Exercise 

June 2010 
 
Date: Wednesday, 9 February 2011 
 
Weather: 0900 hrs, WNW wind, 20 knots.  Forecast to clear by lunchtime and winds to reduce to 

5-10 knot SW sea breeze.  Similar weather for the next 2-3 days. 
 
Tide: High 0632 hrs 2.4 m, 1754 hrs 2.4 m NZDST 
 Low 1247 hrs 1.0 m NZDST 
 
The joint venture fishing vessel Gonwrong (length 68m, 379 grt, draft 7.2m) departs the town wharf at 0900 
hours for another fortnights fishing, after having bunkered with light fuel oil.  The pilot boat Takitimu is in 
close attendance. 
 
The Gonwrong, under the pilot’s direction, proceeds in a north easterly direction to intersect number 3 
reach and proceeds down the main channel at about 5 knots.  Soon after passing number 4 beacon to 
starboard, the pilot orders a “port 20” course correction to keep the vessel on the line of the inner and 
outer Davey lead lights.  Just as the steering correction is taking effect the main engine fails.  The 
momentum of the vessel and wind combine to push the vessel across to the north side of the channel, 
where the vessel scrapes along the channel edge, just west of beacon number 2.  The crew attempt to 
restart the engine, but to no avail.   
 
By this time, the vessel has drifted past number 2 beacon, narrowly missing it, and is on collision course 
for number 1 beacon.  The master calls for the anchors to be deployed but, alas and alack, they are both 
jammed in the hawse pipe.  The wind & current take the vessel south of number 1 beacon as the crew 
franticly work to free the anchors.  They manage to do so, just as the vessel grounds on Davey Shoal at 
46o 36’.5 S 168o21’.9 E. 
 
The vessel rests on the seabed with a 10 degree list.  After doing a damage assessment it is established that 
the number 3 and number 4 port fuel tanks have been holed and are slowly leaking.  Each tank holds 
about 40,000 litres of fuel. 
 
The master alerts the Rescue Co-ordination Centre of his predicament.  They, in turn, advise the Maritime 
NZ Oil Spill Duty Officer who, recognising the seriousness of the situation, has a quick word to the 
National On Scene Commander (NOSC), who in turn rings the Regional On Scene Commander (ROSC).  
Both soon realise that it is a Tier 3 situation. 
 
The NOSC requests that, until such time that he and the National Response Team arrive (eta Invercargill 
1630 hrs), the ROSC responds as he would for a Tier 2, bearing in mind that ultimate authority lies with 
the NOSC.  He asks the ROSC to arrange for a NRT briefing at 1730 hrs on the situation, actions taken 
to date and the interim Incident Action Plan.  The NOSC follows up with a quick email asking that the 
briefing covers the following: 
 

 spill details – movement, amount, (Volume); 

 weather and tides (Movement); 

 Effects (what’s in the path of the oil?); 

 Fate – What will happen to the oil as it moves  and weathers? 

 actions to date and underway – where and what; 

 resources on scene – personnel and equipment; 

 current personnel – key positions, numbers, distribution; 

 additional resources requested/required; 

 planning – spill assessment and plan development, SCAT; 
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  telecommunications – means, facilities, additional requirements; 

 communications – media releases, public information; 

 health and safety. 
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Spill Contingency Plan 2007 as updated May 2010 
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Water Abstractors and Aquaculture Facilities ( See Annex 2.10 for contact details).  This map is a guide to permitted activity abstractors. 
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Do not use dispersant 
 north of this line 
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Oil Landing Beaches 
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Significant Wildlife Habitat Areas in Bluff Harbour 
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Gauging at Tiwai Bridge, Awarua Bay 



  

 



  

 



  

 

  



  

 

4.7 Stirling Point to Steep Head 

 
Description 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
The Stirling Point to Steep Head coastline consists of small rocky bays with offshore reefs and stacks, 
rocky outcrops and a series of small sandy beaches.  The area is not an area of significant conservation 
value.  However, fur seals occasionally haul out at Barracouta Point and around the back of Bluff Hill (see 
Area Maps 4 and 5).  Omaui Island, off Steep Head, is a nesting area for Royal Spoonbills. 
 
The coastline from Stirling Point to Cable Bay immediately south of Ocean Beach and the waters and 
seabed one kilometre offshore are covered by the Moupohue MataitaiSee Sections 4.5 & 4.6 for masp.  
The chairperson of the Mataitai Committee is Hana Morgan and the other Tangata Tiaki are  Gail 
Thompson and Graham Metzger.  

The rocky shore habitats of Stirling Point have been surveyed – see “Stirling Point - Fine Scale Rocky 
Shore Monitoring”, Wriggle Report held by the Environment Southland Environmental Information 
Division (also available at http://www.es.govt.nz/media/15629/stirlingpointrockyshore2011final.pdf) 
 
Access 
There is limited vehicle access to this area with a few vehicles tracks only (refer to NZ Topo50 map).  
Vehicle access to just above the sandy beaches is possible through Graham Laidlaw’s place (Ph 03 212 
7704).  Vehicle access is restricted along the coastline also.  However, limited access may be possible by 
quadbike.  Helicopters may land on the small beaches or adjoining farmland.  Generally small boat 
landings are not recommended (rocks are a navigation hazard).  There is a popular walking track around 
the coastline westwards from the end of State Highway One to Ocean Beach and another walking track 
exists around the open coast in the Greenhills area.  Despite the access difficulties, the area is popular for 
recreational activity, especially paua gathering. 
 
Communications 
Cellphone, Environment Southland R.T, CD Controllers Net, DoC VHF, Marine VHF and M/HF, 
telephone from local residents,. 
 
Preferred response options 
The main spill threats for this area are a marine oil spill offshore drifting onto the shoreline or a vessel 
grounding.  Where possible, oil should be prevented from washing onto the beach.  Deflection booms are 
unlikely to be effective along the coastline close to shore, unless the sea is calm, as the area is exposed and 
subject to rough seas.   

 
Prevention of oil reaching the shoreline may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore. 
 
Beach and foreshore clean up and wildlife response if required.  Oil that has washed ashore should, where 
possible, be contained to prevent it spreading on the next high tide. 
 
Due to the remote location, high energy environment and lack of conservation values the “monitoring” 
option may be warranted if oil has already washed ashore, especially on high energy rocky shorelines. 
 
Restrictions on options 
Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close to shore.  If oil could be 
contained recovery would be difficult due to the exposed conditions.  Shallow water close to shore 
restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation for larger vessels.  Rocky shoreline and reefs are a 
navigation hazard.  Limited access points to the beaches. 
 
  



  

 

4.8 Steep Head to North Beach including New River Estuary and Oreti Beach 

 
Description 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
The area consists of New River Estuary and the long sandy shore of Oreti Beach (including the 
Waimatuku Estuary) which culminates at North Beach on the east entrance to Riverton Harbour (see 
Area Maps 5 and 6 and maps of New River Estuary).   
 
The Department of Conservation has identified the area within the New River Estuary (including the tidal 
reaches of the lower Oreti), the lagoon adjacent to the former Invercargill rubbish dump (the lagoon has 
high birdlife and recreational value), Waihopai and Waimatua Rivers, Mokotua Creek, Mokomoko Inlet, 
the area of Oreti Beach that backs onto Sandy Point Domain, and all that sea area enclosed in an arc that 
runs from Oreti Beach around to Steep Head as having significant conservation values.  This is principally 
because the area contains internationally recognised wader bird feeding grounds and is a nationally 
important nursery area for numerous fish and invertebrate species, including galaxiids and Toheroa (on 
Oreti Beach south of the Taunamau Creek mouth).   
 
The conservation value of the New River Estuary is recognised by its inclusion in the wider Awarua 
Waituna Lagoon Ramsar Site – see Section 4.5 for map. 
 
A Mataitai covers that part of Oreti Beach extending from approximately four kilometres north of Ferry 
Road  to the south end of the beach and extending half a nautical mile offshore(see map in Section 4.5).  
The Tangata Tiaki of the Oreti Beach Mataitai are Michael Skerrett and Cyril Gilroy.  The Mataitai 
contains a nationally significant toheroa bed – the healthiest and most populous toheroa bed in NZ.  The 
Mataitai is also popular for recreational flounder fishing. 
 
Below the intertidal zone on Oreti Beach there are significant surf clam beds.  The offshore area from 
Steep Head to Riverton is generally less than 20 metres deep.  
 
See the Regional Coastal Plan for Southland for a more detailed description of the values of the New 
River Estuary (http://www.es.govt.nz/media/13565/coastal-plan-september-08-3-values-of-the-costal-
marine-area.pdf). 

The intertidal habitats of the New River Estuary have been mapped – see “Broad Scale Intertidal Habitat 
Mapping of the New River Estuary”, Wriggle Report held by the Environment Southland Environmental 
Information Division (also available at http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12325/new-river-estuary-broad-
scale-mapping-2007.pdf).  There are also several Fine Scale and Macroalgal monitoring reports on the 
New River Estuary http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/. 

The intertidal habitats of the Waimatuku Estuary have been mapped – see “Waimatuku Estuary - Fine 
Scale Monitoring and Macrophyte Mapping of the Waimatuku Estuary”, Wriggle Report held by the 
Environment Southland Environmental Information Division (also available at 
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/. 
 
Oreti Beach is a very popular recreational beach.  The lower Oreti River is important for recreational 
activity, especially rowing.  It is also a popular whitebait fishery as is the Waihioai River between the 
railway bridge and Queens Drive. 

 
Access 
There is unlimited vehicle access to and along most of Oreti Beachfor vehicles less than 3.5 tonnes.  
Vehicular access onto North Beach and southwards to the Waimatuku River mouth  is available for 4WD 
vehicles. Beach crossings of the Waimatuku mouth are not recommended. There are several vehicle access 
points to New River Estuary as shown on the topographical map.  Access around the Estuary by vehicle is 

http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12325/new-river-estuary-broad-scale-mapping-2007.pdf
http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12325/new-river-estuary-broad-scale-mapping-2007.pdf
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/


  

 

limited.  Small boat (e.g. rigid hull inflatable) access is available to most areas within the estuary. Access via 
a Argo (six wheeler) to most of the estuary is also available.  Access along Oreti Beach and around the 
New River Estuary is managed by Rules 14.2.13, 14.2.14 and 14.2.18 of the Coastal Plan. 
 
Communications 
Cell phone, Environment Southland R.T, CD Controllers Net, DoC VHF, Marine VHF and M/HF. 
 
Preferred response options 
The main spill threats for Oreti Beach is a marine oil spill offshore drifting onto Oreti Beach or a vessel 
grounding.  Where possible, oil should be prevented from washing onto the beach.  Practically though, 
that will be difficult, firstly because of the length of beach involved and secondly, the area is exposed and 
subject to rough seas. 
 
Prevention of oil reaching the beach may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore although 
there may be issues with that as well given the shallowness of offshore waters, and off shore shellfish beds 
including surf clams and oysters.  If oil is likely to land on beaches, consideration should be given to 
precleaning to minimise the volume of oiled debris.   
 
Beach and foreshore clean up and wildlife response if required.  Oil that has washed ashore should, where 
possible, be contained to prevent it spreading on the next high tide. Vehicle use and clean up techniques 
along the beach and foreshore must be tightly controlled to limit damage to toheroa beds, particularly 
juvenile toheroa that live near the high tide mark.. 
 
It is unlikely that an offshore marine oil spill will enter very far into New River Estuary.  However, if oil is 
entering or threatening to enter the Estuary then it should be diverted if possible towards Sandy Point or 
sandy beaches either west of Mokomoko Inlet or at Stanley Town, depending on the prevailing wind, for 
collection and recovery.  Dispersants should not be sprayed in the Estuary. 
 
The main spill threat for the New River Estuary is oil that enters the estuary via tributary streams or 
stormwater drains subsequent to a land based spillage or accident.  However, this is unlikely to be a large 
threat.  If such a spill does occur, the priority areas for protection are the wader bird feeding grounds on 
the east side of the upper estuary followed by whitebait fishingspawning areas on the Waihopai Arm and 
the Oreti River. 
 
Restrictions on options 
Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close to shore.   
 
If oil could be contained with a coastal boom, recovery would be difficult due to the exposed conditions.  
Shallow water close to shore and in the Estuary restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation 
for larger vessels.  Currents in excess of one knot in the entrance to the Estuary prevent perpendicular 
booming. 
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4.9 North Beach to Pahia Point including Jacobs River Estuary 

 
Description 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
This area extends from North Beach to Pahia Hill and includes Jacobs River Estuary (see Area Maps 6 
and 6A).  This section of the coast is characterised by rocky shores and small bays with sandy/gravel 
beaches, including the two notable beaches of Colac Bay and Wakapatu (Kawakaputa Bay).  
Howells Point and the beaches which adjoin the Riverton Township between the Point and mouth of the 
Jacobs River Estuary are particularly popular places for both active and passive recreation. 
 
The area also includes two offshore islands, Rarotoka (Centre Island) and the smaller Pig Island (Tihaka).  
Rarotoka is owned by the Oraka Runanga. 
 
There are no significant conservation values identified for the entire area, including the estuary.  The tidal 
reaches of the lower Aparima and Pourakino Rivers are very popular for whitebaiting.  Whitebait also 
spawn on the margins of this reach.  The Ourawera River Mouth in  Kawakaputa Bay (Wakapatu) is also a 
popular whitebaiting area.. 
 
The estuary is well used for recreational activities and the lower end of the estuary is the base for 
approximately 30 commercial fishing boats.   
 
New Zealand Fur Seals haulout at Pahia Point and Centre Island (Rarotoka).  The offshore area, including 
that around Rarotoka, is a significant local fishery for paua, mussels, rock lobster and blue cod.  Yellow 
eyed and Fiordland crested penguins live on Rarotoka and there is a Stewart Island Shag colony on Pig 
Island.  
 
Bottlenosed dolphins occasionally enter the Jacobs River Estuary and Hectors Dolphins are often seen in 
the surf zone or nearshore along the coast. 
 
The intertidal habitats of the Jacobs River Estuary Bay have been mapped – see “Broad Scale Mapping of 
Jacobs River Estuary Intertidal Habitats”, Cawthron Report 856 held by the Environment Southland 
Environmental Information Division (also available at http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12299/jacobs-river-
broad-scale-mapping-2007-08.pdf).  There are also several Fine Scale and Macroalgal monitoring reports 
on the Jacobs River Estuary http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/. 
 
Tier One Sites 
There are no fixed facilities for fule transfers at Riverton.  Fuel transfers currently occur from tanker 
trucks. 
 
Access 
Vehicle access is shown on the attached topographical map.  There are slipways at Cosy Nook, Garden 
Road, Oraka Point off Colac Foreshore road and in the Riverton Harbour.  There are several jetties in the 
Riverton Harbour.  Fishing boats up to approximately 15 m may enter the estuary at high tide.  The road 
bridge effectively confines the fishing fleet to the extreme lower reaches of the estuary. 
 
Communications 
Cell phone, Marine VHF and M/HF, DoC VFH, CD Controllers Net, hand held simplex radios.  
Cellphone and Environment Southland R.T. may be patchy around Pahia Hill, Colac Bay and Wakapatu. 
 
Preferred response options 
The primary spill threats for the open coast in this area is a marine oil spill offshore drifting onto the 
shore or a vessel sinking or grounding.  Where possible, oil should be prevented from washing ashore.  

http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12299/jacobs-river-broad-scale-mapping-2007-08.pdf
http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12299/jacobs-river-broad-scale-mapping-2007-08.pdf
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/
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Practically though, that will be difficult, firstly because of the length of coast  involved and secondly, the 
area is exposed and subject to rough seas.  
 
Prevention of oil reaching the foreshore may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore.  Beach 
clean up and wildlife rehabilitation if required.  Oil that has washed ashore should, where possible, be 
contained to prevent it spreading on the next high tide. 
 
Oil from an offshore spill is unlikely to enter the Riverton Harbour. However, a spill closer to the coast 
could enter the harbour on an incoming tide.  The main threat for Riverton Harbour and the lower end of 
Jacobs Estuary is a diesel spill from either refuelling activities, vessel sinking or a land based incident.  
These spills are likely to be small and to have largely spread before any response could be made. 
 
The response to this type of spill should be limited to preventing further spillage, taking enforcement 
action, monitoring the spill, enhancing evaporation and avoiding potential fire hazard.  No dispersant 
should be sprayed in the estuary.  Some consideration should be given to the use of sorbent booms to 
mop up spilled diesel from near shore areas with little current flow. 
 
Contact should be made with Ian Coard, Harbourmaster Riverton (See Annex 2.8.2 for contact details)
  
  
 
 Restrictions on options: 
Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close to shore.  If oil could be 
contained recovery would be difficult due to the exposed conditions.  Shallow water close to shore 
restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation for larger vessels.  Rocky shoreline and reefs are a 
navigation hazard.  Limited access points to and along the rocky shorelines.  Strong currents in the lower 
Jacobs Estuary. 
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4.10 Pahia Point to Track Burn including Te Waewae Bay 

 
Description (See Area Map 7) 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
Te Waewae Bay is a shallow bay with a variable shoreline ranging from fine grained sand to gravel, 
cobbles and boulders.  The foreshore is very mobile and much of the coast is subject to erosion.  The 
Waiau River flows into the centre of the Bay.  Te Waewae Bay is subject to diatom blooms giving the 
water a chocolate brown appearance which has sometimes been mistaken for oil spills. 
 
That part of Te Waewae Bay landward of a line between Paihia Point and Port Craig forms the Te 
Waewae Bay Marine Mammal Sanctuary.  A nationally significant population of Hectors Dolphins are 
regularly seen in the western inshore area of the Bay and to a lesser extent in other parts of the Bay (refer 
marine mammal and seabird colony maps contained in Section 4.14 of this Annex).  Southern Right 
Whales are often present in Winter, predominantly at the western end. 
 
The coast from Track Burn to Waiau Lagoon is included in an area of significant conservation value.  The 
western portion of this reach forms part of the Hump Track.  The track managers are a potential source 
of local knowledge regarding access to and conditions in that part of te Waewae Bay west of the Rowallan 
Burn (see http://www.humpridgetrack.co.nz/ for contact information). 
 
There are toheroa beds on the Bluecliffs beach either side of the Rowallan Burn and near Orepuki 
between Orepuki and Monkey Island. 
 
The Waiau River mouth and lagoon area  is a very popular and important whitebait fishery.  Large 
numbers of spotted shags and gulls congregate at the Waiau River mouth.  Terns nest in the vicinity. 
 
The generally gravel shoreline from the Waimeamea Stream to the Waikoau Stream is very active and 
contains a lot of driftwood. 

The intertidal habitats of the Waiau Lagoon have been mapped – see “Broad Scale Intertidal Habitat 
Mapping of the Waiau Lagoon”, Wriggle Report held by the Environment Southland Environmental 
Information Division (also available at http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12371/waiau-lagoon-broad-scale-
mapping-2007-08.pdf.  There are also several Fine Scale and Macroalgal monitoring reports on the Waiau 
Lagoon http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/. 
 
 
Access 
Vehicle access is shown on the attached topographical map.  Public vehicle access from Rowallan Burn to 
Track Burn is restricted to beach access at half to low tide.  Permission to use the private access to the 
Waikouau River can be obtained on an as required basis from the owners of the Rarakau block..  There is 
a slipway on the eastern side of the Te Waewae Lagoon at the Waiau River mouth but access to the river 
itself is limited by the tide. Smaller boats may be launched from the beach.  The shallow nearshore waters 
may restrict navigation by larger vessels. 
 
Communications 
Cell Phone, Marine VHF, DoC VHF and M/HF, Environment Southland RT (partial), CD Controllers 
Net?, telephone from local residents, hand held simplex radios. 
 
Preferred response options 

http://www.humpridgetrack.co.nz/
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports/
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The main threats for this area are a marine oil spill offshore or a grounded vessel.  Where possible, oil 
should be prevented from washing onto the foreshore.  Practically though, that will be difficult, firstly 
because of the length of coast involved and secondly, the area is exposed and subject to rough seas. 
 
Prevention of oil reaching the foreshore may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore.  
However dispersants should not be used in the Hectors dolphin areas whilst dolphins are present without 
the prior approval of the Wildlife Advisor (see below).  Beach clean up and wildlife rehabilitation if 
required.  Pre cleaning of beaches and removal or repositioning of driftwood may be an option.  Oil that 
has washed ashore should, where possible, be contained to prevent it spreading on the next high tide. 
Vehicle use and clean up techniques along the sandy beaches must be tightly controlled to limit damage to 
toheroa beds. 
 
Oil from an offshore spill is unlikely to enter the coastal estuaries and lagoons around the Waiau River due 
to the net outflow of water. 
 
Restrictions on options 
Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close to shore.  If oil could be 
contained recovery would be difficult due to the exposed conditions.  Shallow water close to shore 
restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation for larger vessels.  In addition to this, a nationally 
significant population of Hectors dolphins is present in this area (refer marine mammal and 
seabird colony maps contained in Section 4.14 of this Annex) and consequently dispersants 
should not be used whilst dolphins are present without the prior approval of the Wildlife Advisor.  
Rocky shoreline and reefs are a navigation hazard.  Limited access points to and along the rocky 
shorelines. 
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4.11 Track Burn to Puysegur Point including the Waitutu Coast and the Solander 
Islands 

 
Description (see Area Maps 7 & 8) 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
The coastline from the Track Burn south to almost Sandhill Point  and from The Waitutu River Mouth to 
Puysegur Point adjoins the Fiordland National Park.  The stretch between the two from Sandhill Point to 
the Waitutu River  Mouth is in private ownership.  
 
This coast consists of mostly inter-tidal platforms and rocky reefs, backed by small sandy bays, sandy 
beaches and river mouths.  In many places there is no beach at high tide, the sea running right up to the 
base of the cliffs. 
 
The broad intertidal platforms can extend hundreds of metres offshore.  These platforms are enclosed 
within an area of significant conservation value that extends from Big River to five kilometres west of 
Sand Hill point.  There is a significant paua and rock lobster fishery along the Waitutu Coast. 
 
The Waitutu Mataitai extends for approximately three kilometres west of the Wairauhuri River mouth and 
about 750 metres seaward.  The Tangata Tiaki are Graham (Tiny) Metzger, John Simon, Larraine White, 
Jane Davis and Dene Cole.  Tiny Metzger is the chairperson of the Mataitai Committee. 
 
Fiordland Crested Penguins occur at Big River.  The Solander Islands contain NZ’s largest Fur Seal 
Colony outside the subantarctic islands.   It is also a major breeding area for Fiordland Crested Penguins 
and also contains nearly half the known population of Southern Bullers Mollymawk (see also Section 4.14 
of this Annex).  Little Solander Island contains NZ’s southernmost gannet colony.  
 
The biggest oil spill risk is from shipping accidents, principally local fishing boats. 
 
Access 
There is no vehicle access to these areas.  Boat access and helicopter access only.  Boat access may be 
hazardous in places due to the rocky platforms.  Small “harbours” or anchorages exist at Gates Harbour 
and “Knife and Steel” Harbour on the south coast. 
 
Communications 
Cellphone (partial), Marine VHF, DoC VHF (Longwood), Marine M/HF (Single Side Band). 
 
Preferred response options 
The main threats for this area are a marine oil spill offshore or a grounded vessel.  Where possible oil 
should be prevented from washing onto the foreshore areas.  Practically though, that will be difficult, 
firstly because of the length of coast  involved and secondly, the area is exposed and subject to rough seas.  
Prevention of oil reaching the foreshore may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore.  Beach 
clean up and wildlife rehabilitation if required.  Oil that has washed ashore should, where possible, be 
contained to prevent it spreading on the next high tide. However, due to the remote and rugged nature of 
the foreshore this is unlikely to be practicable. If oil is onshore, resources will probably be fully committed 
to an oiled wildlife response. 
 
Once the oil has washed ashore, clean up could be confined to the principal haulout areas.  The 
“monitoring” option may be warranted in remote locations where wildlife is not at risk. 
 
Restrictions on options 
No vehicular access.  Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close to 
shore.  If oil could be contained recovery would be difficult due to the exposed conditions.  Shallow water 
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close to shore restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation for larger vessels.  Rocky shoreline 
and reefs are a navigation hazard.  Access to the Solander Islands by boat is difficult. 
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4.12 Puysegur Point to Awarua Point including the Fiordland Coast and all the Fiords and 
Sounds 

 
Description   
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
This stretch of coast consists of long narrow sounds, rugged outer coast with stacks and reefs, U-shaped 
fiords with steep sea cliffs, hanging valleys and sheltered coves at the end of the sounds (see Area Maps 
8, 9, 9A and 9B).   
 
The entire area is an area of significant conservation value and borders the Fiordland National Park, which 
is part of a World Heritage Area.  Many of the fiords/Sounds contain marine reserves (see attached map). 
 
Many of the fiords contain pest free islands which are now being used for endangered species 
management.    The threat of reinvasion  of these islands by rats or mustelids from either sunken  or 
grounded vessels, or vessels operating in support of an oil spill response is a significant issue for the 
Department of Conservation.  A map showing pest free islands is on page 37 of  “Beneathe The 
Reflections” http://fmg.org.nz/sites/default/files/fiordland_user_guide.pdf 
 
The Fiordland Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan (see Morf qA5799) has been prepared by Maritime NZ 
to cover spill responses in Milford, Doubtful, Breaksea and Dusky Sounds, the areas used by cruise ships.  
It is to be used in conjunction with this Plan and the National Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan. 
 
The fiords are the habitat of several endangered, rare and threatened bird species, including some that use 
tidal areas at fiord heads and at river mouths.  For example, the blue duck at river mouths, reef heron, 
white heron and the mottled petrel.  The fiords are a significant habitat for the protected black and red 
corals.  For wildlife information contact Lindsay Wilson, the DoC Biodersity Manager at Te Anau. 
 
Due to the extensive nature of this coastline it is not possible to fully describe all the wildlife in the area.  
However, Section 4.14 of this Annex outlines the significant NZ Fur Seal, Hookers Sealion, Bottle 
Nosed, Dusky and Hectors Dolphins, Fiordland Crested Penguin and Seabird colonies.  The smaller 
letters denote presence in the area rather than significant colonies.  Section 4.14 also contains specific 
information on the numbers and location of bottlenosed dolphins in Doubtful, Milford and Dusky 
Sounds.   Doubtful Sound and the Arms thereof contain three extensive “Dolphin Protection Zones” that 
extend 200 metres from the shoreline – see page 40 of “Beneathe The Reflections” 
http://fmg.org.nz/sites/default/files/fiordland_user_guide.pdf 
 
Mottled petrel and sooty shearwaters nest on some headlands. 
 
The whole of Fiordland is important to Iwi.  It should be noted that for consultation purposes, the area 
between Long Reef at the north end of Martins Bay to Awarua Point, the northern boundary of the 
Southland region, is beyond the Murihiku Runanga Rohe.  As such the Makaawhio Runanga from the 
West Coast need to be consulted regarding any oil spills in this area. 
 
A vulnerability assessment for Doubtful Sound was prepared by Wriggle Consultants for Environment 
Southland in September 2008.  It is entitled “Doubtful Sound – Vulnerability Assessment & Monitoring 
Recommendations”.  An electronic copy is available on Environment Southland’s electronic record 
system (A99958).  
 
All of the Fiords have to a greater or lesser degree a surface layer of freshwater (low salinity layer), in 
particular Doubtful Sound that is affected by the discharge of freshwater from Lake Manapouri via an 

http://fmg.org.nz/sites/default/files/fiordland_user_guide.pdf
http://fmg.org.nz/sites/default/files/fiordland_user_guide.pdf
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underground tailrace that is part of the Manapouri hydroelectric power scheme.  See Annex 5.5.1 for a 
report on the effects of this layer. 
 
A report entitled “Marine Ecology of Inner Milford Sound” (A184360) prepared by Ken Grange in March 
1986 describes the environmental values of inner Milford Sound. 
 
Reports entitled “Assessment of Effects on the Marine Environment Associated with the Proposed 
Relocation of the Breakwater in Freshwater Basin, Milford Sound” (A184350) by Ryder Consulting in 
Nov. 2005 and “Intertidal ecology of Freshwater Basin, Milford Sound” (A 184351) by Ken Grange in 
Oct. 1985 describe the environmental values of  Freshwater Basin.  Copies of the above reports are held 
in the Evironment Southland electronic records system. 
 
Tier One Sites 
There are Tier One sites located at each of the major “ports”, Milford Sound (2) and Deep Cove.  
 
Access 
Vehicle access to these areas is limited to Milford Sound and, to a much lesser extent, Doubtful Sound.  
The road to Milford Sound is often closed in winter due to snow or avalanche danger. Vehicles using the 
Milford Road from 1 May to 30 November must carry chains. Chains can be hired in Te Anau (see 
attached emails) Access to Doubtful Sound is really only available to about half a dozen buses and up to 
twenty 4WD’s or service vehicles permanently located in the Deep Cove or West Arm (Lake Manapouri) 
localities.  However, other vehicles or equipment can be brought in by barge via Lake Manapouri when 
needed.   
 
Elsewhere there is only boat, helicopter or float plane access.  Boat access may be hazardous on the open 
coast due to the rocky platforms and reef systems.  Boat access within the fiords is virtually unlimited, 
although anchoring can be difficult due to the sheer depth of water. 
 
Except for areas that are easily accessed by vehicle the quickest, most effective and preferred means of 
responding is by helicopter.  Access via float plane from Te Anau is also an option in some cases. 
 
Communications 
Marine VHF in Fiordland, Marine M/HF (Single Side Band) & Satellite phone. (For communications 
expertise, contact Pania Dalley,  DoC, Te Anau, 03 2490002 or pdalley@doc.govt.nz) 
 
Preferred response options 
For spills in Milford Sound, Doubtful Sound/Thompson Sound, Bradshaw Sound, The Archeron Passage 
and Dusky Sound, the response should in the first instance be guided by the Fiordland Marine Oil Spill 
Contingency Plan.  Aspects of this Plan will also be relevant to spills in other parts of Fiordland.  (See 
also the scenarios and associated Incident Action Plans developed for spills at Freshwater Basin at Milford 
Sound, Dusky Sound, Grono Bay and Blanket Bay, Secretary Island at Doubtful Sound at the end of this 
section. 
 
In planning a response in Fiordland, an advisor from the Fiordland Marine Guardians, an advisory group 
established under the Fiordland (Te Moana o Atawhenua) Marine Management Act 2005 should be 
consulted (see Annex 2.8.1).  In planning a response in Milford Sound, Andrew Welsh from The Milford 
Sound Development Authority should be consulted.  Andrew has attended a Maritime NZ Regional 
Responders Course and is also leader of the Milford Sound Emergency Response Team. 
 
The most significant marine oil spill threat for this area is from a shipping accident either offshore or in 
the sounds.  Other sources include bunkering operations and fuel storage/transfer facilities associated 
with the fishing and tourism industries. There are refuelling jetties in Milford and Doubtful.  The 
permanent facilities have Tier 1 plans.  Where possible, oil should be prevented from going onto the 
foreshore areas or entering into the sounds.  Practically though, that will be difficult, firstly because of the 
length of coast involved and secondly, the open coast is exposed and subject to rough seas.  Secondly, 
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most of it is remote and it will take several hours to get oil spill response equipment and personnel into 
the area.  
 
It may be possible to use booms to contain and recover a spill in the calmer waters of the sounds (see 
Annexes 6.5.1 & 6.2.5 respectively for particular current information for Doubtful Sound and Deep Water 
Basin, Milford Sound).  However, the response time required to set the booms in place and in some cases, 
water depth, are significant constraints to containing a spill.  Sorbents may assist the recovery of oil 
trapped in small coves etc along rocky shorelines. 
 
Prevention of oil reaching the foreshore may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore where 
dispersant is known or proven to be effective.  In the Fiords or Sounds themselves, the use of dispersants 
may be limited by the presence of a freshwater surface layer.  For more information on dispersant 
effectiveness in freshwater, see Chapter 9 (Dispersant Selection) of the National Plan.  Dispersants 
should not be sprayed in Marine Reserves (refer attached maps) or in areas where Bottlenosed, Dusky and 
Hectors dolphins are present, such as Doubtful Sound (refer marine mammal and seabird colony maps at 
the back of this Annex and see Restrictions on Options, below). Beach and foreshore clean up and 
wildlife response if required.  Oil that has washed ashore should, where possible, be contained to prevent 
it spreading on the next high tide. 
 
Once the oil has washed ashore, the “monitoring” option may be warranted in remote locations where 
wildlife is not at risk. 
 
The response to diesel spills should be limited to preventing further spillage, containment to prevent 
spread where practicable (eg. Freshwater Basin, Milford Sound), monitoring the spill, allowing evaporation 
and avoiding potential fire hazard.  No dispersant should be sprayed but sorbents should be considered as 
a means of cleaning up spilled fuel, especially where the fuel is trapped in sheltered embayments, basins, 
along shorelines or high use easy access areas. 
 
Restrictions on options 
Remoteness and very limited vehicular access.  Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in 
the open coast close to shore.  If oil could be contained recovery would be difficult due to the exposed 
conditions.  Shallow water close to shore restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation for 
larger vessels.  Rocky shoreline and reefs are a navigation hazard.  Remoteness and lack of support 
facilities for prolonged response.  Dispersants should not be sprayed in Marine Reserves (refer to 
maps) or in areas where dolphins are present, such as Doubtful Sound (refer marine mammal and 
seabird colony maps contained in Section 4.14 of this Annex) without the prior approval of the 
Wildlife Advisor.  Furthermore, some dispersants are ineffective in freshwater. A freshwater surface layer 
of varying depth exists to a greater or lesser degree in several fiords, especially Doubtful Sound 
(see Annex 5.5.1). 
 
Proximity to pest free islands may present a limitation on response activities, especiaaly the location of 
staging areas, forward command posts etc.  In a similar vein, concern about the potential  to introduce 
foreign organisms, in particular undaria, may limit the choice of vessels used in  the response. 
 
Deep water in the fiords (up to 400 m) makes it difficult to anchor booms. 
 
 
 
  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 4  

 
Scenario No 1 for Discussion 

 

 
Location: Freshwater Basin 
Date: 0930 hours Sunday 17 January 2010 
Weather: Calm, overcast with filtered sun, temperature 14o 

Weather Forecast:  overcast, light sea breeze, 19 o maximum, no rain 
Tide: High tide at 1330 hours, approximately 1.5 m tidal range,  
 Water temp 14o 

 

At about 0930 hours the crew of the Milford Wonder were making a greater than normal effort to get 
their vessel shipshape and spic and span knowing that later in the day they would be hosting the Minister 
of Tourism, the Mayor or Southland and Senior DoC personnel. It is thought that Bill English and a few 
other MPs holidaying in the Queenstown/Te Anau area, and representatives from Destination Fiordland, 
may be joining them as well. 
 
After having changed the fuel filter and bleed the injectors, the engineer was returning to shore with a 20 
litre bucket containing the old filters and about 15 litres of diesel when he tripped on a hose that was 
running along the wharf. He fell to the wharf and the contents of the bucket spilled into the water and 
started to spread around the harbour. 
 
By 1000 hours the boom had been placed across the entrance to the harbour as a precaution but as it 
turned out it wasn’t really needed as the rising tide was keeping the diesel in the harbour. 
 
ES was advised and had stated that if the fuel could not be physically removed with sorbents the preferred 
response was to allow the diesel to disperse naturally. 
 
Staff from the tourism companies did what they could with sorbents from the oil spill shed but it wasn’t 
easy. It was a busy day and most staff were involved with the boats that wanted to keep on operating, 
taking passengers that were arriving by bus on their planned cruises. 
 
By 1100 hours the situation had not improved markedly. 
 
There was a strong rainbow sheen on the water and a heck of smell of diesel. The boom had been moved 
to enclose the least used part of the harbour. 
 
The manager of the tourism company rang ES to see if they could put detergent on the diesel, ES said “no 
way”. 
 
The manager expressed concern about the state of the place would be in when the Prime Minister arrived 
– tourists were already screwing up  their noses and taking photos of the mess. All ES could do was advise 
the manager to start working on his explanations. 
 
The manager pleaded with ES to be more helpful saying that the aesthetics of the harbour/visitor centre 
were more important than the critters in the water (and there weren’t many anyway– “we dredge it every 
year you know”). 
 
Feeling the pressure the ES Regional On Scene Commander said he would look at it further and see what 
could be done. The ROSC then turns to his trained oil spill response managers and says “Let’s explore the 
options again, including the dispersant option, assuming that we can get some to them in time.  
Remember the concept of “Net Environmental Benefit”. 
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Incident Action Plan – Scenario No 1 (June 2009)  

 
 
1. Be upfront and frank about the situation as early as possible.  Explain clean up underway. 
 
2. Divert dignitaries to an alternative destination if possible. 

 
3. Prefer to contain or herd/concentrate and clean up with sorbents.  
 
4. Dispersant an option for “polishing”. 
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Scenario No. 2 

 

 
Location: Doubtful Sound 
Date: 1500 hours, Friday 30 July 2010 
Tide: High tide at 1350 hours 

 

 

While on an overnight cruise of the sounds, the New Zealand owned passenger vessel – Doubtful Lady, 
(40m length overall) was transitting from Bradshaw Sound in a fresh breeze from an easterly quarter 
towards First Arm where it intended to moor overnight after circling Bauza Island. 
 
As it passes Omapere Rock on its starboard side the wind suddenly strengthens to the point where the 
vessel is struck by immense south east winds estimated to be 80-90 knots. 
 
The vessel is unable to maintain its course and is blown onto the south shore of Secretary Island just east 
of Renown Rock.  In the process the vessel is disabled and holed.  The fuel tank on its starboard side is 
holed resulting in the almost immediate loss of 8000 litres of diesel into the sea.  It is understood that the 
vessel had approximately 28,000 litres of fuel on board in two tanks, one on each side of the vessel. 
 
The vessel puts out a Mayday call which is picked up by RCCNZ who in conjunction with the Police 
organise for the passengers to be rescued. 
 
ES is notified of the incident at 1550 hours. An Incident Management Team is assembled, including you, 
and the ROSC has asked you to prepare an Incident Action Plan.  He has also asked that consideration 
initially be given to what can be done today.  
 
Reports are filtering through that the wind has abated somewhat and that no more than light easterlies are 
expected after 1700 hours.  
 
An update on the situation with the vessel can be expected at 0800 hours tomorrow morning. 
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Incident Action Plan – Scenario No 2 (June 2009)  

 
 
1. Discuss potential Tier 3 response with Maritime New Zealand (refer Fiordland Marine Oil Spill 

Plan). 
 
2. Aerial surveillance (photos etc).  Helicopter preferred. 
 
3. Alert response team (heads up and standby): 
 

 oiled wildlife co-ordinators; 

 wildlife advisor; 

 Department of Conservation; 

 Meridian people at Manapouri.  
 
4. Liaise with Police and RCCNZ. 
 
5. Run scenarios (ADIOS). 
 
6. Prevent further spillage – liaise with ship’s owner/insurer. 
 
7. Ascertain people and plant requirements – West Arm equipment (boat). 
 
8. Identify most at risk areas (see Tier 2 and Fiordland plans). 
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From DoC website http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-
visit/fiordland/western-fiordland/fiordlands-marine-reserves/plan-and-prepare/maps-and-
boundaries/ 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-visit/fiordland/western-fiordland/fiordlands-marine-reserves/plan-and-prepare/maps-and-boundaries/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-visit/fiordland/western-fiordland/fiordlands-marine-reserves/plan-and-prepare/maps-and-boundaries/
http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/places-to-visit/fiordland/western-fiordland/fiordlands-marine-reserves/plan-and-prepare/maps-and-boundaries/
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Head of Milford Sound – Note wind patterns 
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Head of Milford Sound – note wind patterns 
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Arthur River Mouth, Milford Sound – note wind patterns. 
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Head of Milford Sound -  note wind patterns 
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4.13 Stewart Island, Ruapuke Island, Codfish  Island and Muttonbird (Titi) Islands and  
 associated islands 

 
Description 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
Stewart Island’s 800 kilometres of coastline offers a diverse range of coastal landscapes and the waters that 
adjoin it are an important fishery for rock lobster, paua, dredge oysters (see attached map for the location 
of the principal beds) and blue cod.  Salmon and mussels are also farmed in Big Glory Bay in Paterson 
Inlet.  The coast includes Paterson Inlet, Port Pegasus, Port Adventure and Lords River, large bodies of 
relatively sheltered water in what is otherwise an exposed and dynamic coastline. 
 
Paterson Inlet includes a marine reserve and a Mataitai (see map below - The Mataitai Committee Chair is 
Phillip Smith and the other Tangata Tiaki are Maureen Jones, Peter Goomes and Richard Squires).   
 
Other Mataitai are located adjacent to Owens Island (Horomamae), Kaihuka and Womens Island (Piko 
Mamaku) - See maps below.  The Horomamae Tangata Tiaki are Phillip and James Ryan, the Kaihuka 
Tangata Tiaki is Gail Thompson and the Piko Mamaku Tangata Tiaki are Graham Metxger and Michael 
Stevens.  
 
Ulva Island within Paterson Inlet is a rat free bird sanctuary. 
 
Broadscale Habitat Monitoring of the Freshwater River Estuary (Freshwater Estuary) at the head of 
Paterson Inlet was undertaken in 2007 (http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12279/freshwater-estuary-broad-
scale-mapping-2007-08.pdf).  Since then several Fine Scale monitoring reports have been prepared (see 
http://www.es.govt.nz/environment/coast/estuaries/estuarine-reports). 
 
All the coast of Stewart Island, its offshore islands and all the waters within five kilometres of the mean 
high water spring is an area of significant conservation value.  Within these areas many values of national 
or regional significance have been identified.  Whenua Hou (Codfish Island) is rat free and it is an 
important sanctuary for endangered species including Kakapo and Campbell Island Teal.  The Titi or 
Muttonbird Islands on the south west, eastern and northern coasts of Stewart Island are very important to 
the Tangata Whenua as well as having high conservation values. As such Tangata whenua are particularly 
concerned about protecting Titi or Mutton Bird (sooty shearwater, a species of petrel) from the effects of 
spilled oil.  Large numbers of Titi feed on the entire open coastal water from the months of October 
through to May.  
 
Ruapuke Island is a privately owned island with various parcels being owned by various maori owners.  
See Annex 2.12 for the appropriate Kaitiaki and landowners to contact in the first instance if a spill 
threatens the island. 
 
Due to the extensive nature of this coastline it is not possible to fully describe all the wildlife in the area.  
However, Section 4.14 of this Annex outlines the significant NZ Fur Seal, Hookers Sealion, Bottle 
Nosed, Dusky and Hectors Dolphins, Fiordland Crested Penguin, Yellow Eyed Penguin and Seabird 
colonies (including Titi).  The smaller letters denote presence in the area rather than significant colonies. 
 
Around Halfmoon Bay at Oban there are many small colonies of Little Blue penguins, especially on the 
south side and around Bathing and Butterfields Beaches.  By the wharf itself, up to 6 pairs inhabitat the 
area amongst the rocks adjacen to the fuel tank.  There are also Fiordland Crested penguin colonies at 
Dead Mans Beach and Horseshoe Point. 
 
Tier One Sites 
There is a Tier One site at Halfmoon Bay (Allied Petroleum Ltd)  

http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12279/freshwater-estuary-broad-scale-mapping-2007-08.pdf
http://www.es.govt.nz/media/12279/freshwater-estuary-broad-scale-mapping-2007-08.pdf
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Access 
Apart from approximately 6 km of coast near Oban, Stewart Island, there is no vehicle access to these 
areas.  Boat access, helicopter, plane and floatplane access only.  Boat access may be hazardous in places 
due to the rocky platforms, surf and reef systems.  Planes land on Doughboy and Mason Bays, Little 
Hellfire, West Ruggedy and Smoky Beaches (all on the west coast of Stewart Island).  Planes also land on 
the beach on the north side of Codfish Island subject to DoC approval.  Landing is restricted to within an 
hour or two of low tide, depending on the weather and the size of the tide.   
 
Accommodation 
Apart from Oban, there is no commercial accommodation on Stewart Island.  There are however, various 
tramping and hunting huts that may be available for oil spill responders (see DoC).  The location of the 
hunters’ huts at Port Pegasus are noted on an attachment to this section.  DoC staff will be able to advise 
on the whereabouts and availability of other huts. 
 
Charter vessels may be an alternate potential source of accommodation for spills in or near to sheltered 
waters. 
 
Communications 
Marine VHF, DoC VHF, Environment Southland Net (from air) CD Controllers Net (from air), Marine 
M/HF (Single Side Band), satellite phones, cellphones also work oalong the northern coast (see cell phone 
provider’s maps on their websites) 
 
Preferred response options 
The attached outcome of a 2007 tabletop exercise sets out an Incident Action Plan (IAP) for a particular 
scenario in Port Pegasus.  This IAP is, to a large extent, generic to any response in Port Pegasus and other 
remote areas of Stewart Island as well. 
 
Also attached is an Incident Action Plan (IAP) for a 2011tabletop exercise scenario in Paterson Inlet.  
This IAP is, to a large extent, generic to any response in Paterson Inlet. 
 
With almost any spill in and around Stewart Island, contact the DoC Southern islands area manager for 
advice and assistance with boats (see also Annex 1.7).  Contact the Wildlife Advisor based in Invercargill 
on the procurement of other DoC resources.   
 
The most significant threat for this area is an oil spill resulting from a shipping accident or a marine oil 
spill offshore.  Where possible, oil should be prevented from drifting onto foreshore areas.  Deflection 
booms are unlikely to be effective along the coastline close to shore, unless the sea is calm. Even if it is 
deflected it will wash up somewhere else but it may be possible to deflect the oil away from a particular 
sensitive area.    
 
Prevention of oil reaching the foreshore may best be achieved by the use of dispersants offshore.  
Dispersants should not be sprayed in Paterson Inlet, Big Glory Bay or Port Pegasus without reference to 
the Wildlife, Fisheries, Iwi and Mataitai Advisors. Beach and foreshore clean up and wildlife rehabilitation 
if required.  Oil that has washed ashore should, where possible, be contained to prevent it spreading on 
the next high tide. 
 
Once the oil has washed ashore, the “monitoring” option may be warranted in remote locations where 
wildlife is not at risk. 
 
Another spill threat is a diesel spill at the refuelling jetty at Halfmoon Bay.  The response to this type of 
spill should be limited to preventing further spillage, containment of spread where practicable, monitoring 
the spill, allow evaporation and avoiding potential fire hazard.  No dispersant should be sprayed.  The use 
of sorbents should be considered to mop up oil from sheltered covers or areas of high use.  There is a 
small little blue penguin colony in the rocks immediately to the north west of the wharf. 
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Restrictions on options 
Limited vehicular access.  Exposed coastline reducing the effectiveness of booms in the open coast close 
to shore.  If oil could be contained recovery would be difficult due to the exposed conditions.  Shallow 
water close to shore restricts the use of dispersants and may limit navigation for larger vessels.  Rocky 
shoreline and reefs are a navigation hazard.  Lack of facilities for a prolonged response.  Dispersant use in 
Paterson Inlet, Big Glory Bay or Port Pegasus will be limited. 
 
The presence of naturally significant oyster beds in Foveaux Strait may also limit dispersant use. 

 
Site Description Sheets, Oil Spill Response Option and consideration tables, and Maps for the 
coastline from Stirling Head at the entrance to Port Adventure to Gull Rock Point, Bungaree 
Beach including Paterson Inlet and the Eastern Muttonbird Islands. 
 
Detailed Site Description Sheets, Oil Spill Response Option and consideration tables, and Maps for the 
coastline from Stirling Head at the entrance to Port Adventure to Gull Rock Point, Bungaree Beach 
including Paterson Inlet and the Eastern Muttonbird Islands follow.  These documents were prepared by 
ERM Ltd on behalf of Maritime NZ.  The full document, especially the maps is best viewed on Web 
EOC.  It can be located under “working documents” in the Southland Tier Two Plan section. 
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These maps are best viewed on Web EOC.  The source document “MNZ Sensitive Sites Report” can be 
located under “working documents” in the Southland Tier Two Plan section. 
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located under “working documents” in the Southland Tier Two Plan section. 
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Pikomamaku (Womens Island ) Maitaitai  See http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/E96A91A8-5013-
4C9C-A964-9D252941FB15/0/PikomamakuMataitai2010.pdf for a more detailed map. 
 
 

 
Horomamae (Owens Island) and Kaihuka Mataitai (See 
http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/76DD0D23-6379-4A9C-A506-
20212F95CF72/0/HoromamaeMataitai2010.pdf & http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/9710F388-
5342-413E-A5DF-FDF9C1D22AE5/0/KaihukaMataitai2010.pdf for more detailed maps. 
 
 
 

http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/E96A91A8-5013-4C9C-A964-9D252941FB15/0/PikomamakuMataitai2010.pdf
http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/E96A91A8-5013-4C9C-A964-9D252941FB15/0/PikomamakuMataitai2010.pdf
http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/76DD0D23-6379-4A9C-A506-20212F95CF72/0/HoromamaeMataitai2010.pdf
http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/76DD0D23-6379-4A9C-A506-20212F95CF72/0/HoromamaeMataitai2010.pdf
http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/9710F388-5342-413E-A5DF-FDF9C1D22AE5/0/KaihukaMataitai2010.pdf
http://www.fish.govt.nz/NR/rdonlyres/9710F388-5342-413E-A5DF-FDF9C1D22AE5/0/KaihukaMataitai2010.pdf
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DoC Huts at Port Pegasus (See DoC website for more info - 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/parks-and-recreation/hunting/where-to-hunt/southland/stewart-
island-rakiura-hunting/places-to-stay/) 
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Incident Action Plan 
 

Oil Spill Exercise, 17 June 2011: BOM666 spill, Ulva Island, Paterson Inlet  
 
Incident 
 
BOM666 – hit rocks, drifted to Sydney Cove, Ulva – 1,000  LFO lost initially. 
 
Assessment 
 

 NE wind, approx 20 kts 

 oil could drift to entrance BGB – tide dependent – and also south side Ulva 

 oil sources/places: 

 Bullers to Sydney Cove incl. NE shore of Ulva Is 

 Sydney Cove – spill could end up moving west up inlet 

 in vessel and on shore along Ulva (NW shore) 
 
Impact 
 

 marine reserve – in water (surface mainly) 

 wildlife risks including NZ Dotterel toward head of inlet (Freshwater Flats)  

 yellow eyed penguin (Neck/Bravo) 

 potential feeding area/s for titi 

 Mataitai area (kaimoana) Neck, Bravo – Phil Smith 

 onshore valued for iwi 

 effects on surface water –  water taxis, BGB traffic 

 seals on Bench Island ???  & Shags on Whero Rock 

 BGB marine farms? 

 Tourist Operators to Ulva Island 
 
IAP 
 

 activate response team 

 put plane observer up 

 predict oil movement by hand and get Maritime NZ to run the trajectory model. 

 store (gear) on standby – move/stage to HM/Bay wharf or Golden Bay or leave on ferry 

 involve Phil Smith (Mataitai committee Chairman) 

 involve Rakiura Maori Land Inc 

 involve the Stewart Island Community Board 

 involve charter boat operators, especially those travelling to Ulva Island. 

 comms requirement on Stewart  Island – Ch. 65/cell phone 

 Note: Local vessels used for Search & Rescue purposes are listed in the Stewart 
Island LandSar Plan  

 
Treat Spill as three separate spills, those being as follows: 
 
1. Bullers Pt – Sydney Cove options? 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 4  

 
 dispersant use? (use guidelines and Tier 2 Plan guidance) Consult DOC & Iwi – Dispersant 

use unlikely. 

 await plane report for oil that has bypassed Ulva. 

 Shoreline clean up for NE coast of Ulva. 

 Oiled Wildlife recconaisance on affected coast within the Inlet (Plane will advise) 
 
2. Sydney Cove (ongoing spillage)? & west thereof 
 Prevent spreading – use booms (Ops personnel to determine the most effective 

deployment location).  Options include placing booms around or on leaking side of the 
vessel or capture oil down tide of the vessel.   Alongshore current is strongest between 
Flagstaff Point and Small Island 100 metres to the east. 

 use DoC stabis/local dinghies/JR’s landing craft 

 Sydney Cove (northwest coast)– shoreline cleanup 
 
3. Vessel (potential spill) 
 prevent further spill from vessel – transfer fuel internally – could be up to two hours for 

9,000 L 

 anchors dragging – could go ashore.  Secure/stabilise vessel to prevent it from going ashore 
– use Real Journeys, Sandfords or Rakiura Shipping vessels 

 to to be deployed to secure vessel. 

 responder to be put on board to liaise (Harbourmaster – via DOC boat/pilot ladder) 

 interpreter needed on board 

 expected current 2-3 kts/tide turn may beat boom installation 
 
4. Freshwater flats protection required (Most sensitive area from a wildlife perspective) 
 

 Monitor with aircraft 

 Oiled wildlife reponse if required. 
 
 
5. Available vessels (See Annex 1.7.4(a) of this Plan) 
 Real Journeys + Rakiura Shipping + Sanfords – to stabilise/avoid grounding until tug on 

station 

 tug to be deployed asap to secure vessel 
 
6. Dive inspection for damage 
 salvage assessment 
 
7. Oiled wildlife 
 Invercargill City Council facility at Donovan Park on standby. 
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See the ES Coastal Scientist for a full copy of the above paper. 
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4.14 Significant Habitats of NZ Fur Seal, Hookers Sea Lion, Bottle Nosed, Dusky and 
Hectors Dolphins, Fiordland Crested Penguins, Yellow Eyed Penguins and Sea Bird 
Colonies (including Titi) 

 
Firstly, refer to Annex 4.1 for region wide information sources that may contain quite particular 
information on the area covered by this part of Annex 4. 
 
Te Tangi a Tauira, an Iwi Management Plan recognised by Te Runanga o Ngai Tahu contains maps 
identifying areas of particular importance to Ngai  Tahu ki Murihiku.  While these maps are a starting 
point for identifying places that may be affected by oil spills but they do not replace the need for direct 
communication and dialogue with Ngai Tahu ki Murihiku.  Initially at least, such communication should 
occur through the Iwi Advisor.  Section 3.7 of Te Tangi a Tauira specifically addresses offshore Islands.  
 
Ros Cole from DoC in Invercargill is the Department’s local expert in marine mammals. 
 
The following maps contain information on the general location of the above wildlife in Fiordland and 
more specific information on the location of bottle nosed dolphins.  See also the reference to the  
Doubtful Sound  Dolphin Protection Zones in Section 4.12. 
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Fur seals, YP & CP around 
 Southern Titi Islands 
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4.15 Bird Species and Rehabilitation Priorities 

 
4.15.1 Southland Wildlife Rehabilitation Priority Rankings 

 
In some circumstances (e.g. where there are a large number of species impacted by an oil spill) it 
may be necessary for the Wildlife Co-ordinator to establish priorities for deterrence, rescue and 
rehabilitation of wildlife.  The following  web link http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/science-

and-technical/nztcs4entire.pdf and the following categories2 will provide some assistance with 

assigning priority rankings.  The web link is to a 2012 DoC publication that describes the 
conservation status of NZ birds 

 
Category 1:  First priority for deterrence, rescue and rehabilitation 

 
Genus Species Name (Heather&Robertson) Maori name SRC Category 

Morus serrator Australasian gannet Takapu 1 

Limosa lapponica Bar-tailed godwit Kuaka 1 

Diomedea melanophrys Black-browed mollymawk 1 

Sterna albostriata Black-fronted tern Tarapiroe 1 

Eudyptula minor Blue penguin Korora 1 

Diomedea bulleri Buller's mollymawk  1 

Puffinus bulleri Buller's shearwater  1 

  Campbell Island Teal  1 

Pterodroma cookii Cook's petrel Titi 1 

Eudyptes sclateri Erect-crested penguin  1 

Eudyptes pachyrhynchus Fiordland crested penguin Tawaki 1 

Puffinus carneipes Flesh-footed shearwater 1 

Diomedea chrysostoma Grey-headed mollymawk 1 

Halcyon sancta Kingfisher Kotare 1 

Phoebetria palpebrata Light-mantled sooty albatross 1 

Pterodroma inexpectata Mottled petrel Korure 1 

Charadrius obscurus New Zealand dotterel Tuturiwhatu 1 

Eudyptes chrysocome Rockhopper penguin  1 

Diomedea epomophora Royal albatross Toroa 1 

Puffinus  Short-tailed shearwater 1 

Diomedea cauta Shy mollymawk  1 

Puffinus griseus Sooty shearwater Titi 1 

Leucocarbo chalconotus Stewart Island Shag  1 

Diomedea exulans Wandering albatross  1 

Puffinus pacificus Wedge-tailed shearwater 1 

Egretta Alba White heron Kotuku 1 

Megadyptes antipodes Yellow-eyed penguin Hoiho 1 

 
  

                                                 
2 The list is based upon Malloy and Davis categories A,B,C and O.  However, the list has been varied in order to take into account 
regional characteristics, and regional species variations, according to the results of a meeting between Southland Regional Council, 
Department of Conservation and Te Ao Marama Incorporated. 

http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/science-and-technical/nztcs4entire.pdf
http://www.doc.govt.nz/Documents/science-and-technical/nztcs4entire.pdf
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Category 2:  Second priority for deterrence, rescue and rehabilitation 

 
Pachyptila desolata Antarctic prion  2 

Sterna vittata Antarctic tern  2 

Procellaria parkinsoni Black petrel Taiko 2 

Cygnus atratus Black swan  2 

Larus bulleri Black-billed gull  2 

Pachyptila vittata Broad-billed prion Parara 2 

Catharacta Skua Brown skua Hakoakoa 2 

Sterna caspia Caspian tern Taranui 2 

Pelecanoides urinatrix Common diving petrel Kuaka 2 

Numenius madagascariensis Eastern curlew  2 

Pachyptila turtur Fairy prion Titi Wainui 2 

Tringa nebularia Greenshank  2 

Anas gracilis Grey teal Tete 2 

Tringa incana Wandering tattler  2 

Procellaria westlandica Westland petrel  2 

Numenius phaeopus Whimbrel  2 

Pelagodroma marina White-faced storm petrel Takahikare-moana 2 

Sterna striata White-fronted tern Tara 2 

 
Category 3:  Third priority for deterrence, rescue and rehabilitation 

 
Fulmarus glacialoides Antarctic fulmar  3 

Stercorarius parasiticus Arctic skua  3 

Anas rhynchotis Australasian shoveler Kuruwhengi 3 

Charadrius bicinctus Banded dotterel Tuturiwhatu 3 

Phalacrocorax carbo Black shag Kawau 3 

Larus dominicanus Black-backed gull Karoro 3 

  Canada Goose  3 

Daption capense Cape pigeon  3 

Calidris ferruginea Curlew sandpiper  3 

Pachyptila crassirostris Fulmar prion  3 

Procellaria cinerea Grey petrel  3 

Calidris canutus Lesser knot Huahou 2 

Phalacrocorax melanoleucos Little shag Kawaupaka 3 

Macronectes Halli Northern giant petrel  3 

Pluvialis Fulva Pacific golden plover  3 

  Paradise Shelduck  3 

Calidris melanotos Pectoral sandpiper  3 

Haematopus ostralegus Pied oystercatcher Torea 3 

Phalacrocorax varius Pied shag Karuhiruhi 3 

Himantopus himantopus Pied stilt Poaka 3 

Stercorarius pomarinus Pomarine skua  3 

Larus novaehollandiae Red-billed gull Tarapunga 3 

Calidris ruficollis Red-necked stint  3 

Egretta Sacra Reef heron  3 

Platalea Regia Royal spoonbill  3 

Pachyptila salvini Salvin's prion  3 

Calidris Alba Sanderling  3 

Calidris acuminata Sharp-tailed sandpiper  3 

Tringa brevipes Siberian tattler  3 

Pelecanoides georgicus South Georgian diving petrel 3 

Macronectes giganteus Southern giant petrel  3 

Stictocarbo punctatus Spotted shag Parekareka 3 

Pachyptila belcheri Thin-billed prion  3 
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Arenaria interpres Turnstone  3 

Haematopus unicolor Variable oystercatcher Torea; Toreapango 3 

Procellaria aequinoctialis White-chinned petrel  3 

Ardea novaehollandiae White-faced heron  3 

Chlidonias leucopterus White-winged black tern 3 

 
 

Category 4:  Fourth priority for deterrence, rescue and rehabilitation 

 
Anser anser Feral goose  4 

Anas superciliosa Grey duck Parera 4 

Anas platyrhynchos Mallard  4 

Vanellus Miles Spur-winged plover  4 

     
Reptiles - littoral and marine   
Dermochelys Coriacea Leathery turtle  1 

Chelonia Mydas Green turtle  1 

Hoplodactylus Maculates Common gecko  3 

Oligosoma Acrinasum Fiordland skink  3 
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Annex 5 

Prediction of Oil Movement and Behaviour (Background 
Information) 

 
Note:  Use in conjunction with the Marine Oil Spill Assessment, in particular the real 
time Oilmap oil spill trajectory model prediction that is available on request from the Oil 
Spill Duty Officer (04 473 6369).  This modelling is more suited to open waters rather 
than internal waters and harbours. 

 
 

5.1 Tide 
 5.1.1 Tidetables – LINZ Website 
 5.1.2 NZ Nautical Almanac 
 5.1.3 Secondary Ports Table for Stead Street, Ferry Road, Masons Bay and  
  Milford Sound in relation to Bluff 
 5.1.4 Secondary Ports Table for Bluff and Westport (covers Stewart Island, Southland 
  and Fiordland coasts) 
 5.1.5 Tide at South Port, Bluff (real time web page) 

 
5.2 Currents 
 5.2.1 Surface Circulation and Water Masses 
 5.2.2 Tidal Stream Atlas – Southland Coast 
 5.2.3 Tidal Stream Model (NIWA) for Foveaux Strait and Stewart Island 
 5.2.4 Tidal Currents in Bluff Harbour 
 5.2.5 Tidal Streams out of Deep Water Basin, Milford Sound. 
 

5.3 Water Temperature 
 5.3.1 Mean Sea Surface Temperature for August (1993-1997) 
 5.3.2 Mean Sea Surface Temperature for February (1993-1997) 
 5.3.3 Sea Surface temperature & Significant Wave height Forecasts 
 

5.4 Weather 
 5.4.1 450 South Weather Services Contact Information (Invercargill-based forecaster) 
 5.4.2 Met Connect 
 5.4.3 Victoria University Weather Web Page 
 5.4.4 Real time marine weather (Coastguard NowCasting Service, Mar VHF Channel 23) 
 5.4.5 Wind at South Port, Bluff (see 5.1.5 above) 
 5.4.6 Regional Wind 
  

5.5 Water Composition 
 5.5.1 Low Salinity Layer in Doubtful Sound 

5.5.2 Elements of Seawater 
5.5.3 Phytoplankton Bloom at Oreti Beach 

 

5.6 Viscosities of various oils in Southland 
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5.1 Tide 

 

        Annex 5.1.1 

 
 
http://www.linz.govt.nz/hydro/tidal-info/tide-tables 
 
 
 

http://www.linz.govt.nz/hydro/tidal-info/tide-tables
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         Annex 5.1.2

 
 

        Annex 5.1.3 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 5 

 

 
 
Dunns Road bridge, Oreti River – High Tide = Bluff -9 minutes but varies with river flow and size of 
tide.  
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Annex 5.1.4 
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Annex 5.1.5 

 

 
 
http://www.southport.co.nz/facilities-and-services/marine-services/wind-and-tide-conditions 
 
Access is also available to South Ports real time wind, sea level, water temperature and current   
data network http://neon.niwa.co.nz/logon.aspx?logoff=1   (log on and password protected) via 
the Regional Harbourmaster or his deputy.  

http://www.southport.co.nz/facilities-and-services/marine-services/wind-and-tide-conditions
http://neon.niwa.co.nz/logon.aspx?logoff=1
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5.2 Currents 

 

NB:  
1 knot is approximately equal to 0.5 metres/sec 
1 metre/sec is approximately equal to 2 knots 
1 knot = 1 nautical mile/hr 
 = 6080 ft/hr 
 
1 km/hr = 0.28 m/sec = 0.91 ft/sec = 32808 ft/hr = 0.54 knots 
km/hr  divided by 1.853 = Knots 
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Annex 5.2.1 
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Annex 5.2.2 
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        Annex 5.2.3 

 

 
Foveaux Strait M2 Tidal Component 
 
 

 

This animation shows the chief tidal current in Foveaux Strait. Tidal currents on the west coast of Stewart Island 
are small, but around the northern and southern coasts of the island and in Bluff Harbour and Oreti Estuary there 
are strong tidal currents. Overall currents (not shown here) in Foveaux Strait however, are strongly wind-driven 
with the prevailing wind being from the west. The Southland current, which carries water from the subtropical 
convergence west of New Zealand, flows through Foveaux Strait. 

http://www.niwa.co.nz/our-science/coasts/research-projects/all/physical-hazards-affecting-coastal-margins-and-
the-continental-shelf/news/fovmov 

On the website this is a dynamic model for all stages of the tide. 

 

 

http://www.niwa.co.nz/our-science/coasts/research-projects/all/physical-hazards-affecting-coastal-margins-and-the-continental-shelf/news/fovmov
http://www.niwa.co.nz/our-science/coasts/research-projects/all/physical-hazards-affecting-coastal-margins-and-the-continental-shelf/news/fovmov
http://www.niwa.co.nz/node/91961
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        Annex 5.2.4 
 
 

  

For currents at the 
Tiwai Bridge, Awarua 
Bay, see Annex 4.6 
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        Annex 5.2.5 
 
 Tidal Stream observation for Deepwater Basin, Milford Sound. 
 (Source: Report of Survey – Deep Water Basin, Milford Sound by HSA) 
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5.3 Water Temperature 
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         Annex 5.3.1 
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        Annex 5.3.2 
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         Annex 5.3.3 
 
Sea Surface temperature & Significant Wave height Forecasts 
 
http://www.metservice.com/maps-radar/marine-forecast-maps/sea-surface-temperature 
 
 

 
 
http://www.metservice.com/marine/maps/significant-wave-height 
 

  

http://www.metservice.com/maps-radar/marine-forecast-maps/sea-surface-temperature
http://www.metservice.com/marine/maps/significant-wave-height
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5.4 Weather 

 
NB:  
1 km/hr = 0.54 knots (say 0.5 knots) 
1 knot = 1.85 km/hr (say 2 km/hr) 
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Annex 5.4.1 

Removed 
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Annex 5.4.2 

 
Met Connect 

 
Use MetConnect in the first instance for forecast and actual weather.  MetConnect 
is subscription based Met Service meteorological product that is available to all 
Environment Southland staff.  Other meteorological websites are listed in the 
following annexes. 
 
http://www.metconnect.co.nz/metconnect/index.php 
 

 
 

https://council.metconnect.co.nz/mango/overview/local/93845 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.metconnect.co.nz/metconnect/index.php
https://council.metconnect.co.nz/mango/overview/local/93845
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Annex 5.4.3 
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       Annex 5.4.4 
 

Real time local marine weather. 
 

Refer to Marine VHF Channel 23 
 

Wind information for Puysegur, Ruapuke Island, Centre Island (Rarotoka) 
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Annex 5.4.5 
 

Wind at South Port, Bluff 
 

http://www.southport.co.nz/facilities-and-services/marine-services/wind-and-tide-conditions 
 

Access is also available to South Ports real time wind, sea level, water temperature and current   
data network http://neon.niwa.co.nz/logon.aspx?logoff=1   (log on and password protected) via 

the Regional Harbourmaster or his deputy. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.southport.co.nz/facilities-and-services/marine-services/wind-and-tide-conditions
http://neon.niwa.co.nz/logon.aspx?logoff=1
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Annex 5.4.6 
 
 

Regional Wind 
 

http://earth.nullschool.net/#current/wind/surface/level/orthographic=-186.12,-
48.97,3000 

 
 
https://council.metconnect.co.nz/mango/overlay-player/national/57 
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5.5 Water Composition 
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Annex 5.5.1 
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         Annex 5.5.2 
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         Annex 5.5.3 
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         Annex 5.6 
Annex 5.6 – Viscosities of various oils in Southland 
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Annex 6 

Memoranda of Understanding, Agreements and 
Delegation Documents 

 
 

 
 

6.1 Marine Pollution Investigation – Document of Authorisation  
 (Delegation of Directors Powers to Regional Council staff) 
 
6.2 Maritime NZ/Southland Regional Council Equipment Loan Agreement 
 
6.3 Maritime NZ/Environment Southland MOU for Utilisation of Council 

Resources and Staff or Tier 3 Marine Oil Spill Preparedness and Response 
(National Response Team Members in particular)  

 
6.4 Otago Regional Council/Environment Southland MOU 
 
6.5 West Coast Regional Council/Environment Southland MOU 
 
6.6 Department of Conservation/Environment Southland MOU 
 
6.7 Council appointments of Regional On Scene Commanders and Financial   

Delegations 
 
6.8 Meridian/Environment Southland Agreement for use of Meridian’s 5.4 m 

boat at Deep Cove or West Arm 
 
6.9 Maritime NZ letter of approval for this plan 
 
6.10 Port Maintenance/ES Agreement for Supply of Services in Preparing for and 

responding to Marine Oil Spills 
 
1.11 ES/South Port Oil Pollution Equipment Storage Agreement 

 
1.12 Sub-Delegation from ES CEO to Dallas Bradley and Kevin O’Sullivan -  

various powers under the Maritime Transport Act & Marine Protection Rule 
130B 
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         Annex 6.1 
 

Directors delegations (Investigation and Entry) 

These have all expired – emailed Eva 3 Feb 2015 to see what is happening. 
Director’s delegations have been made to the following Environment Southland employees to 
exercise the powers under sections 235 (Authority to investigate), 235A (Additional Aauthority 
for purposes of investigation under Section 235) and 453 (Authorisation for general powers of 
entry) of the Maritime Transport Act 1994: 
 
Dallas Bradley, 
Graeme McKenzie, 
Mark Hunter, 
Ken Swinney, 
Warren Tuckey, 
Noel Hinton, 
Kevin O’Sullivan, 
Neil Cruickshank, 
 
Each staff member has a laminated copy of the warrant. An electronic copy is located in 
T:\policy_planning\dallasb\Tier2 Plan 2011\Warrants-Director’s Delegations and a certified 
hard copy is located on File 202/03/01 (June 2009) 
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          Annex 6.2 
 
MaritimeNZ/Environment Southland Equipment Loan Agreement 
 
See below for a copy of the agreement signed in 2006. 
 
See File 202/03/01 (May 2010) for a revised Schedule A (Equipment List and Sept 2009 for 
correspondence pertaining to the updated Schedule. 
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Annex 6.3 

National response team 
members in particular. 
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Annex 6.4 
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Annex 6.5 
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Annex 6.6 

 
 

See Morf A205032 for an electronic copy of the original. 
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          Annex 6.7 
 
 Council appointments of Regional On Scene Commanders and Financial Delegations. 
 
 
From the Minutes of the 28 September 2011 Council Meeting: 
 
Item 10 – 202/03/01 – Marine Oil Spill Response – Appointment of Regional On-Scene 
Commanders  
 
This item reported that under Section 318 of the Maritime Transport Act 1994 every regional council 
shall from time to time appoint a Regional On-Scene Commander and a person or persons who shall 
perform that role as alternates. The report recommends the appointment of Dallas Bradley as 
Regional On-Scene Commander to replace Warren Tuckey, and to appoint Kevin O’Sullivan, 
Warren Tuckey and Simon Moran (SDC) as first, second and third alternate Regional On-Scene 
Commanders respectively.  
 

Resolved:  
 

Moved Cr Cook, seconded Cr Mason that Council:-  
 

1. appoint Dallas Bradley as Regional On-Scene Commander to perform the 
functions and duties and exercise the powers of a Regional On-Scene 
Commander;  

 
2.  appoint Kevin O’Sullivan, Warren Tuckey and Simon Moran as first, 

second and third alternate Regional On-Scene Commanders respectively, 
to perform the functions and duties and exercise the powers of a 
Regional On-Scene Commander if the office of the Regional On-Scene 
Commander is vacant or the Regional On-Scene Commander is absent.  

 
 Carried  
 
 

Item 11 – 102/05/07 – Staff Delegations  
 

Mrs Brown’s report provided the Councillors with information on the updates of the Financial 
Delegations Manual, relating to the Biosecurity Division and Regional On-Scene Commanders.  
 
 Resolved:  
 

Moved Cr Cook, seconded Cr Horrell that Council approve an update to the 
Financial Delegations Manual as follows:- …. 

 
2. replace the present wording of clause 1.9 Regional On-Scene Commander 

(Financial Delegation) with the following:  
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  (a)  the Regional On-Scene Commander is authorised to expend up to 
$100,000 (including GST) of the Council’s funds in relation to Marine 
Oil Spill Response operations; 

(b) the expenditure of $100,000 may be exceeded up to a limit of $250,000 
(including GST) with prior consultation with the Chief Executive or 
Director of Environmental Management; 

(c)  any person authorised by the Council when acting as Regional On-
Scene Commander, who for the time being is the Acting Regional 
On-Scene Commander, is authorised to spend up to $30,000 
(including GST) in relation to Marine Oil Spill Response operations; 

(d)  the expenditure of $30,000 may be exceeded, up to the limit of 
$100,000 with prior consultation with the Chief Executive or Director 
of Environmental Management; 

(e)  Regional On-Scene Commanders are required as a condition of the 
delegation, to:  

 comply with Maritime New Zealand Operational Policy;  

 comply with Council procedures and subsequently report to the 
next meeting of Council.  

 Carried 
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Annex 6.8 
Meridian/Environment Southland Agreement for use of Meridian 
equipment and personnel based at West Arm or Manapouri. 
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Annex 6.9 
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Annex 6.10 

 
 

Port Maintenance Ltd/Environment Southland – Agreement for supply of 
marine oil spill services at Bluff. 
 
The following Agreement was entered into in 2005.  While it may be a little dated 
in some respects, it still holds today.  The Port Maintenance Ltd/Environment 
Southland relationship has matured over time and collectively represents significant 
operational experience and capability. 
 
Over the years, many Port Maintenance staff have attended Maritime NZ training 
courses and/or local exercises, and while some of those staff have come and gone, 
there is a core of about six staff that are enduring.  Additionally, Port Maintenance 
staff have attended and cleaned up many oil spills, mainly in Bluff but further afar 
(Rena & Milford Sound as well).   
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Note: This schedule is dated in respect of hourly rates and equipment.  See Annexes 
1.7.12 and 1.9.7 for updated details in respect of Boats and HiAbs. 
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Annex 6.11 
 
Environment Southland/South Port Oil Pollution Equipment Storage Agreement  (See 
Morf A140206 for an original copy of the agreement)  
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Annex 6.12 
 
See Morf A287410 
 
MTA Sub Delegation for Lyndon Cleaver 
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Annex 7 

Plan Administration 
 
 

 
 

7.1 Controlled Copies 
 
7.2 Plan Preparation, Exercising and Updates 
 
1.3 Maritime New Zealand Approval 

 
1.4 Amendments subsequent to Maritime New Zealand Approval (7 August 2015) 
 
  



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 7 

  
7.1 Controlled Copies 

 
There are five controlled copies of the Plan held by the following parties: 
 
No Location 
1 ES1  D Bradley, Regional On-Scene Commander, Environment 

Southland 
2 ES2 K O’Sullivan, Harbourmaster & Alternate Regional On-Scene 

Commander, Environment Southland 
3 ES3 W Tuckey, Alternate Regional On-Scene Commander, 

Environment Southland 
4 & 5 Maritime New Zealand  
6 ES electronic copy held in Morf fA20735 
7 S Moran, Alternate Regional On-Scene Commander, Southland District 

Council also has an electronic copy. 
 
 

7.2 Plan Preparation, Exercising & Updates 

 
This Plan is prepared pursuant to Rule 130C, Marine Protection Rule prepared under the 
Maritime Transport Act. 
 
Rule 130C sets out the minimum exercising requirements (at least two field exercises involving 
the deployment of equipment, at least one of which shall involve the production of an incident 
action plan and/or a site operations plan).   
 
This Plan will be updated on an “as required” or “as requested” basis. The Plan was approved on 
28 September 2018.  
 
Rule 130C requires that the Plan be completely reviewed on a three-yearly basis. 
 
 

7.3 Maritime New Zealand Approval 

 
The Maritime New Zealand letter of approval for this Plan is attached (see Annex 6.9).  
 
 

7.4 Amendments subsequent to Maritime 

New Zealand Approval (28 September 
2018) 
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Annex 8 

Response Forms 
 
 

 
 

8.1 Pollution Incident Evaluation Form 
 
8.2 Record of Oil Samples 
 
8.3 Debrief - Model Agenda including Rules 
 
8.4 Chain of Custody Form 
 
8.5 Maritime NZ Site Safety Plan Form 
 
8.6 Maritime NZ Logistics Request Form 
 
8.7 Marine Oil Spill Response – Aerial Surveillance Log 
 
8.8 Blank 

 
8.9 Criteria for the Establishment of Temporary Restricted Airspace 
 
8.10 Briefing Format I-SPEAC-Q 
 
8.11 Shift Change-overs 
 
8.12 Communications Plan 
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8.1 Pollution Incident Evaluation Form 

 

Pollution Incident Evaluation Form 
 
To be completed by person investigating the initial report and during clean up operation.  
Immediately forward the completed report to Environment Southland (see section 2.1 of the 
Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan for contact details) 

 

 
 Time: ....................................  Date: ....................................  
 

 
1. Name of person completing form: .......................................................................................................  
 
2. Contact Details of person completing the form: ...............................................................................  
 
  ....................................................................................................................................................................  
 
3. Type of pollutant: ....................................................................................................................................  
 
4. Estimated 
 
 Quantity: ........................................................................................................................... Litres/tonnes 
 
5. Estimated Area Affected: .................................................................................................................. m2 
 
6. Apparent Source of Pollution. ...............................................................................................................  
  
  If vessel then state name: ......................................................................................................................  
 
 Owner/Agent: ..........................................................................................................................................  
  
7. Description of the oil slick: 
 

 i) Barley visible   ii) Silvery sheen  iii) Traces of color  

 iv) Bright bands of color  v) Dull  vi) Dark  
 
8. Weather: 
 Wind direction: .............................................  Speed (knots): .....................................................  
 
 Sea Conditions: ..................................................................................................................................  
 
9. Tide: Ingoing/Outgoing 
 
10: Have samples been taken:   Yes/No, If yes, by whom? .................................................  
 
11. Have photogIAPhs been taken: Yes/No, If yes, by whom? .................................................  
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8.2 Record of Oil Samples 

 

 Sample 1 Sample 2 Sample 3 Sample 4 

1. Identification mark of 
sample 

    

2. Date and time of taking 
sample 

    

3. Place where sample 
obtained 

    

4.  How sample obtained     

5.  Appearance of pollution  in 
vicinity 

    

6.  Question: Dispersant used 
prior to sample? 

    

7.  Other remarks     

8. Name and signatures of 
persons taking samples 
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8.3 Debrief – Model Agenda including Rules 

 
Welcome  
 
 
Chairperson/Facilitator Introduction 
 
The Chairperson/Facilitator should introduce him/herself and explain why he/she is running the debrief.  
In the interests of openness and fairness, it simply not appropriate for the ROSC to run the debrief, no 
matter who he/she is or how objective he/she may be. 

 
 
Apologies 
 
 
Round the Room Introductions  
 
 
Reason for Debrief 
 

 Environment Southland is committed to continuous improvement 

 Debrief is an important means to that end. 
 
 
Objective 
 
To review the response and to identify: 
 

 areas that went well [need to be repeated in future responses (pluses) +] 

 areas that could be improved in the future (deltas)  
 

 
Timeframe considered (Start time/date – End time/date) 

 
 
Rules 
 

 Open discussion – all view equally important. 

 All comments made on a “without prejudice” basis. 

 Brief and to the point comments. 

 Not an opportunity to debate the merits of the comments, but we need to understand the point 
being made. 

 Not here to apportion blame. 

 Not here to establish cause of incident. 
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8.4 Chain of Custody Form 

 

Chain of Custody 
Record.docx
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8.5 Maritime NZ Site Safety Plan Form 

 
 

V5 MNZ site safety 
plan.docx
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8.6 Maritime NZ Logistics Request Form 

 

 
Logistics Request Form 

Date Time 

Logistics request form must be authorised by the section leader 

Request from  ............................................................................................................. 
 Person’s name 

 OPS      PLANNING 
 ADMIN  LOGS 

Date required by Status of request:    immediate     or within  hrs 

Delivery location 

Request    ........................................................................................................................................................................................................  

   .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

   .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

   .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

     

Supplier (if known) Authorised by 

To be completed by Logistics 

Action taken    ...............................................................................................................................................................................................  

   .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

   .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

   .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

   

Ordered from    .............................................................................................................................................................................................  

   .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

Contact name .........................................................................................    Contact phone number    ......................................................  

Purchase Order Number Quote  

Delivery details    ..........................................................................................................................................................................................  

     .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................  

Replied to requester  ....................................................................  
 Please sign 

Transferred to Status Board   ......................................................  
 Please sign 
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8.7 Marine Oil Spill Response – Aerial Surveillance Log 

 
Name:____________________________________ Date:________ Inc No_________ Log No:_____ 
 
Takeoff________  Time________  Onsite________  Depart__________ Landed________ Time________ 
 
Location______________________________      Flight Crew____________________________________ 
 
Tide:  Next High Tide Bluff:_____________________________     Site:____________________________ 
 
 Next Low Tide Bluff:______________________________   Site:____________________________ 
 
Slick Obs : Name_________________________  Time (Start)____________   Time (Finish)___________  
 
Map Ref:: Name:____________________________ Lat:______________ Long:_______________ 
 
Map Ref:: Name:______________________________ Lat:______________ Long:_______________ 
 
Map Ref:: Name:______________________________ Lat:______________ Long:_______________ 
 
Direction:_________________ Length:__________  Width:__________    Shape:_________________ 
 
Colour: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Notes: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

 
Boats on Site: _________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Potential Impact on Shoreline: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Potential Impact on Wild Life: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Wildlife Casualties Found: ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Weather Condition: Wind:____________ Air Temp:____________ Cloud:_______________________ 
 
Obs Altitude:__________ Sea Condition_________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Boats on Site__________________________________________________________________________ 

Report Prepared By:___________________________     Signed:_______________________________ 
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8.8 Spill Assessment Form 

 

Marine Oil Spill 
Assessment.docx
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8.9 Criteria for the Establishment of Temporary Restricted Airspace 

 
See National Plan Supporting Document – Control and Management of Incident Area 
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8.10 Briefing Format I-SPEAC-Q 
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8.11 Shift Change-overs 



  

 Regional Marine Oil Spill Contingency Plan Annex 8  
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8.12 Communications Plan 

 

 


