
Caring for our environment 
is a shared responsibility.
At Environment Southland, kaitiakitanga and loving the land is at the heart of 
the work we do alongside communities across the Murihiku Southland.

Kaitiakitanga – the principle of guardianship and 
stewardship – reminds us that we all have a role to play 
in protecting the land, water and ecosystems that sustain 
us. It is about making decisions today that will leave the 
environment healthier and more resilient for those who 
come after us.

Our team collects a range of data from our 
environment that you can easily access online.  
Access data, maps and property information on  
www.southmaps.es.govt.nz  

Natural Hazards Portal 
Use the Southland Natural Hazards Portal for local, 
address-level information to support planning, 
consenting and other property-specific decisions.

Southland 3D map and profile tool 
Use this tool to visualise Southland ground levels in 
3D. You can also draw a line to create an elevation 
profile graph.

Southland contours and elevation 
How high is that property above sea level? Zoom 
in with the LiDAR mapped zones to see contours of 
Southland to the nearest metre.

Water level map 
Check latest water levels across Southland rivers – 
especially handy during heavy rain and flooding.

Soil moisture data 
Check current soil moisture and temperature levels 
before making on-farm decisions.

LAWA (Land, Air, Water Aotearoa) 
Explore environmental monitoring data and 
information for Murihiku Southland and from all 
Regional Councils across New Zealand. You can use 
this to access recent results and trends from your 
favourite spots.

www.lawa.org.nz  

That’s why we work hard to take care of it with you.

LAWA

Bird flu could affect our wild birds, 
marine mammals and game birds. 
We’re asking Southlanders to be alert and report any 
sightings of three or more sick or dead birds to MPI’s 
hotline 0800 80 99 66.

Find out more at www.mpi.govt.nz/Bird-Flu  

Bird flu



Annual consent  
invoices
All consent holders are required to pay an annual charge that covers the 
costs of administration and monitoring of consents. We’ve put together some 
frequently asked questions below.

Why do I have to pay charges for my 
consents?
All consent holders are required to pay annual charges that 
cover the cost of administration and monitoring of their 
consents, research and management, and compliance 
activities.

What does my annual charge pay for?
Annual consent charges help cover the costs of managing, 
monitoring and administering resource consents across 
Murihiku Southland.

Depending on the type of consent you hold, charges may 
contribute to:

	 consent administration and record keeping;

	 compliance monitoring and reporting;

	 environmental science and monitoring programmes;

	 data management and analysis;

	 customer support and consent-related enquiries.

These charges help ensure natural resources are managed 
fairly and sustainably for current and future users.

How are annual consent charges set?
Annual consent charges are set under Environment 
Southland's fees and charges schedule.

When setting charges, Council considers:

	 the cost of providing services;

	 who benefits from those services;

	 legislative requirements;

	 fairness between consent holders and ratepayers.

Where work is undertaken primarily to support consented 
activities, a greater proportion of costs may be recovered 
from consent holders.

Where can I read more?
Go to www.es.govt.nz/Annual-Charges for more 
FAQs, forms and information.

For payment options, head to  
www.es.govt.nz/Payments

The current policy for the charges is set out in 
Environment Southland’s Fees and Charges Schedule 
2026-2027. This is available online at  
www.es.govt.nz/Fees-And-Charges

Please phone 0800 76 88 45 if you have any questions, 
or send an email to debtors@es.govt.nz
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For now & our future

Help shape the future 
of Murihiku Southland
Environment Southland wants to hear from 
Southlanders to guide where we focus our efforts and 
investments over the next 10 years.

While the make-up of local government in Murihiku 
Southland may change, we have a responsibility 
to plan and make decisions about the services we 
provide and how we deliver them.

Your feedback will help shape priorities for our 
region’s environment, communities and how we 
prepare for future challenges.

We’re here and listening. 

Complete the survey before 31 August. 
Scan the QR code to get started or go  
to www.haveyoursay.es.govt.nz  


