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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

1 This Joint Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the following 

parties: 

(a) Royal Forest & Bird Protection Society of New Zealand 

Incorporated (Forest & Bird); 

(b) Federated Farmers Southland Incorporated (Federated Farmers); 

(c) DairyNZ Limited and Fonterra Co-operative Group Limited (Dairy 

Interests); and 

(d) Southland Regional Council (Council).  

2 The purpose of this Joint Memorandum is to propose timetabling 

directions in respect of written closing submissions on the remaining 

appeals for Rule 24 of the partially operative Southland Water and Land 

Plan (Plan). 

3 Following the conclusion of evidence on Thursday, 23 October 2025, the 

Court directed the parties to confer and propose a timetable for the 

exchange of closing legal submissions, including identifying the 

particular topics that would be addressed in those submissions, by 

Friday, 31 October 2025.  

4 The Court also indicated that it would be assisted by a sequential 

exchange of legal submissions, with the Council filing its submissions 

first.  

Exchange of legal submissions 

5 Counsel have conferred as directed and propose the following timetable 

exchange: 

(a) Closing legal submissions on behalf of the Council to be filed by 

Thursday, 13 November 2025; 

(b) Closing legal submissions on behalf of Federated Farmers and the 

Dairy Interests (if any) to be filed by Friday, 21 November 2025; 

and 

(c) Closing legal submissions on behalf of Forest & Bird to be filed by 

Friday, 28 November 2025. 
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6 For completeness, in the unlikely event that the Council needs to provide 

a response to any unanticipated legal submissions given by the other 

parties after they have filed their submissions, it will seek leave to do so. 

Topics for legal submissions 

7 Counsel for the parties have conferred regarding the matters to be 

addressed in closing legal submissions and have identified the following 

topics: 

(a) The interpretation of section 70 of the RMA; 

(b) How the evidence supports that interpretation of section 70 of the 

RMA;  

(c) The drafting of Rule 24 being pursued, including: 

(i) the application of section 32 and section 32AA of the RMA; 

and 

(ii) scope for the changes being pursed: 

(d) The consequences and what parties seek, and next steps (if any).  

Directions sought 

8 Counsel for the parties respectfully request that the Court direct the 

following exchange of closing legal submissions: 

(a) The Council to file closing legal submissions by Thursday, 13 

November 2025; 

(b) Federated Farmers and the Dairy Interests may file closing legal 

submissions by Friday, 21 November 2025; and 

(c) Forest & Bird to file closing legal submissions by Friday, 28 

November 2025. 

 

 

...............………............................................  

P A C Maw | I F Edwards 

Counsel for the Southland Regional Council 
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.............................................................. 

S Gepp KC 

Counsel for Royal Forest and Bird Protection Society of New Zealand 

Incorporated 

 

 

 

.............................................................. 

B S Carruthers KC  

Counsel for Federated Farmers of New Zealand Incorporated 

 
 
 
 
 
 

.............................................................. 

K Forward | J Ottowa 

Counsel for DairyNZ and Fonterra Co-operative Group Limited 
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