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Introduction, qualifications and experience 

1 My full name is Matthew Eaton Arthur McCallum-Clark. My qualifications 

are set out in full in my Statement of Evidence dated 14 December 2018.   

2 I am a Resource Management Consultant and director of the firm Incite. 

I hold a Bachelor of Laws from Canterbury University, a Bachelor of 

Commerce (Economics) from Otago University and have undertaken a 

postgraduate diploma in Environmental Auditing through Brunel 

University in the UK. I am also a qualified and experienced independent 

hearing commissioner with chair endorsement under the Ministry for the 

Environment’s Making Good Decisions Programme. 

3 I have provided planning evidence to the earlier stages of the 

Environment Court hearings on the proposed Southland Water and Land 

Regional Plan (pSWLP), on behalf of the Southland Regional Council 

(Council).   

4 I have been engaged by the Council to prepare evidence for these 

proceedings. 

Code of Conduct  

5 I have read and complied with the Environment Court’s Code of Conduct 

for Expert Witnesses contained in the Environment Court Practice Note 

2023 in preparing this Will Say Statement.  

6 I also agree to comply with the Code of Conduct when I prepare my 

written statement of evidence and when I give any oral evidence.  

7 Other than where I state that I am relying upon the evidence of another 

person, the evidence in this statement is within my area of expertise. I 

have not omitted to consider material facts known to me that might alter 

or detract from the opinions I express below.  

My evidence 

8 I have been asked by the Council to provide planning evidence in 

respect of Rule 24 of the pSWLP.  

9 My evidence will briefly summarise the structure of the farming rules of 

the pSWLP, including how Rule 24 authorises diffuse discharges from 

farming activities and is inherently linked to the farming land use rules in 

the pSWLP. I will explain that while the intention is the same, the 

pSWLP uses separate rules for farming land uses and the associated 
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discharges, rather than hybrid or combined rules that are used in some 

other regional plans and National Environmental Standards. 

10 My evidence will explain the basis by which further conditions were 

added to Rule 24 by the Council Hearing Panel. 

11 My evidence will evaluate the technical evidence prepared by Mr Norton 

on behalf of the Council and will address the version of Rule 24 that is 

now supported by the Council following changes made to section 70 of 

the Resource Management Act 1991.  

12 The version of Rule 24 that is now supported by the Council is as 

follows: 

 Rule 24 – Incidental discharges from farming 

(a) The discharge of nitrogen, phosphorus, sediment or microbial contaminants 

onto or into land in circumstances that may result in a contaminant entering water 

that would otherwise contravene section 15(1) of the RMA is a permitted activity, 

provided the following conditions are is met:  

1. the land use activity associated with the discharge is authorised under 

Rules 20, 20A, 20B, 25, 35A, 35B or 70 of this Plan; and  

2. any discharge of a contaminant resulting from any activity permitted by 

Rules 20, 20A, 20B, 25, 35A, 35B or 70 is managed to ensure that after 

reasonable mixing it does not give rise to any of the following effects on 

receiving waters:  

(1) any conspicuous oil or grease films, scums or foams in the receiving 

waters., or floatable or suspended materials; or  

  (2) any conspicuous change in the colour or visual clarity; or  

(3) the rendering of fresh water unsuitable for consumption by farm 

animals; or  

  (4) any significant adverse effects on aquatic life.  

(b) the discharge of nitrogen, phosphorus, sediment or microbial contaminants 

onto or into land in circumstances that may result in a contaminant entering 

water that would otherwise contravene section 15(1) of the RMA and that does 

not meet one or more of the conditions of Rule 24(a) is a non-complying activity. 
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13 My evidence will also contain an evaluation of proposed Rule 24 under 

section 32AA of the Resource Management Act 1991. 

 

DATED this 10th day of September 2025 

 

 

…………………………………………………….. 

 Matthew McCallum-Clark 
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