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Introduction 

1 My full name is Matthew Eaton Arthur McCallum-Clark. 

2 My qualifications and experience are set out in my evidence in chief 

dated 22 October 2021. 

3 I have been engaged by the Southland Regional Council (Council) to 

prepare evidence for these proceedings. 

Code of Conduct 

4 I confirm that I have read the Code of Conduct for expert witnesses as 

contained in the Environment Court Practice Note 2014. I have complied 

with the Code of Conduct when preparing my written statement of 

evidence and will do so when I give oral evidence. 

5 The data, information, facts and assumptions I have considered in 

forming my opinions are set out in my evidence. The reasons for the 

opinions expressed are also set out in my evidence. 

6 Other than where I state I am relying on the evidence of another person, 

my evidence is within my area of expertise. I have not omitted to 

consider material facts known to me that might alter or detract from the 

opinions that I express. 

Scope 

7 This evidence responds to the direction in paragraph [6] of the Record of 

Pre-hearing Conference Timetable Directions (Topic B) dated 22 

October 2021.  Paragraph [6] requires Council to identify the evidence 

that it relies on to inform its view on the current state of the environment, 

confirm whether this is consistent with the joint witness statements 

(JWS) filed in 2020, and if this is to be supplemented, the Council is to 

give a broad overview of new evidence to be called.1 

State of the Environment 

8 After conferring with Council staff, I can confirm that: 

 

1  Paragraph [6] reads: [6] When filing its Topic B Overview Evidence on 22 October 2021, 
the Regional Council will identify the evidence that it relies on to inform its view on the 
current state of the environment. I understand this will largely be contained in the joint 
witness statements (JWS) filed in 2020 and if this is to be supplemented, the Regional 
Council will give a broad overview of new evidence to be called. 
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(a) While additional monitoring and analysis has been undertaken 

since the JWS were filed, the conclusions arrived at in the JWS 

remain valid.  Essentially, the more recent monitoring confirms the 

conclusions of the JWS.  Therefore, the Council will not be calling 

additional evidence specifically on the state of the environment, as 

the Council considers that the JWS can be relied upon. 

(b) While Council does not intend to call evidence specifically on 

human health and swimming sites, Council staff noted that the 

JWS does not directly address this issue.  For the avoidance of 

doubt on this issue, there are eight freshwater swimming sites 

monitored by the Council in Southland,2 and all eight are on the 

LAWA website.3  Six of these sites are categorised as “poor”, 

which is below the national bottom line set out in Table 22 of the 

National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management 2020; and 

two currently have insufficient data to make an assessment. 

(c) Additional analysis work on freshwater quality has been 

undertaken for the Council’s People Water and Land programme.  

This programme has analysed some information in different ways 

to the JWS4.  However, the overall conclusions of that work are 

consistent with the conclusions of the JWS.5   

 

DATED this 28th day of October 2021 

 

 

.............................................................. 

Matthew McCallum-Clark 

 

 

 

2  Aparima River at Thornbury, Mataura River at Gore, Mataura River at Riversdale, 
Mataura River at Mataura, Waikaia River at Waikaia, Oreti River at Winton Bridge, Oreti 
River at Wallacetown and Waiau River at Tuatapere.  

3  Available at “https://www.lawa.org.nz/explore-data/swimming/”  
4  For example, with the use of some different indicators and river classifications in the 

Draft Murihiku Southland Freshwater Objectives Report at 
“https://waterandland.es.govt.nz/about/values-and-objectives”  

5  Available at “https://waterandland.es.govt.nz/”  

https://www.lawa.org.nz/explore-data/swimming/
https://waterandland.es.govt.nz/about/values-and-objectives
https://waterandland.es.govt.nz/
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