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Kate McKinlay

From: Davies, Liam <Liam.Davies@justice.govt.nz>
Sent: Friday, 14 April 2023 10:03 AM
To: Bronwyn Carruthers; Imogen Edwards; Kristy Rusher; Katherine Forward; Laura 

Jeffries; ben@cuee.nz; ben.williams@chapmantripp.com; 
carmen@planzconsultants.co.nz; Chris Fowler; Chris Thompson; 'Douglas Allan'; 
Humphrey Tapper; 'Jacob Smyth'; James Winchester; jason.sandford@fonterra.com; 
Jessica Ottowa; Jordanclaire20; Karen Wilson; Laura Murphy; Linda Kirk; Mark 
Christensen; Megan Exton; michael.garbett@al.nz; 'Michael Morris'; Mike Campbell; 
MRussell@heritage.org.nz; natasha.garvan@bellgully.com; pwilliams@doc.govt.nz; 
p.anderson@forestandbird.org.nz; Peter Wilson; Philip Maw; 
rex.chapman@cplaw.co.nz; 'Richard Gardner'; riki.donnelly@prlaw.co.nz; Sal Lennon; 
Sally Gepp; 'Stephen Christensen'; Sue Ruston; Tayla.crawford@bellgully.com; Tim 
Ensor; Tom Kay; Treena Davidson; 'Twin Farm Ltd'; Vanessa Hamm; 'Waiau Rivercare 
Group'; Zane Moss

Cc: Tinkler, Michael; Kelly, Karina
Subject: pSWLP - Tranche 1 PHC 13/04/2023

Good morning, 
 
Further to the prehearing conference held on 13 April 2023 Judge Borthwick, directs: 
 
Policy 30 and Rule 78 
 
Policy 30 and Rule 78  are referred to expert conferencing.   This is a joint conference of planner and ecology 
experts.  The court will make enquiries as to the availability of a Commissioner to facilitate the conference. 
 
The joint witness statement is to be filed in court by 19 May 2023 and referred the same day to the witnesses 
participating in relation to the sense check of Appendix N.   The participants in the sense check are to consider any 
recommendations made in relation to Appendix N: FEMP on the same terms as previously directed.   A written 
response prior to the commencement of the hearing is not anticipated, instead their views will be elicited by 
counsel. 
 
The Planning and Ecology Joint Witness Statement will be the evidence on Policy 30 and Rule 78 with a supporting s 
32AA evaluation.   No provision has been made for the filing of briefs of evidence.  Given this, it is  critically 
important that the participating experts give detailed but succinct explanations for any proposed 
amendments.   Reasons in support of changes are as important as the reasons for not supporting changes 
recommended by other witnesses.   Each witness is to be provided a copy of the Environment Court Practice Note 
2023 and to be familiar with and to comply with clauses 9.2, 9.4-9.5.   The Regional Council is to provide a scribe for 
this event.  
 
By 23 May 2023, the parties will file a memorandum setting out their position on drafting of Policy 30 and Rule 78 in 
the Planning and Ecology Joint Witness Statement. 
 
Provisions yet to be addressed  
 
The Regional Council, having conferred with the parties, will file a memorandum on 1 May 2023 identifying any 
provisions that the  court has yet to make a final decision.  This direction does not include provisions being 
addressed in Tranche 2 and 3.  
 
Court’s amendment to provisions other than Policy 30 or Rule 78 
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Policy 30 and Rule 78 excepted, the Regional Council, having conferred with the other parties, will file a 
memorandum on 1 May 2023 responding to changes proposed by the court in relation to the provisions. 
 
Hearing Schedule 
 
The Regional Council is to file the Hearing Schedule on 24 May 2023.  
 
Hearing 
 
The hearing is set down for the week commencing 29 May 2023.  The hearing is to address Policy 30 and Rule 78 
and Appendix N: FEMP.  The hearing will include witnesses participating in the sense check of Appendix N together 
with witnesses participating in the expert conferencing of Policy 30 and Rule 78.  Closing submissions will be given at 
the conclusion of evidence.  
 
Leave 
 
Leave is granted for any party to seek further or amended directions.  
 

Kind Regards, 

 

 

 
Liam Davies 
Hearing Manager | Christchurch & Wellington Environment Court 
DDI: +64 3 353 2711 | Ext 82211 
liam.davies@justice.govt.nz  
www.courtsofnz.govt.nz 

 
 
 
 


