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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

1 This Joint Memorandum of Counsel responds to the Court’s direction 

dated 29 August 2024, in relation to: 

(a) The balance of the appeal by Wilkins Farming Co Limited 

(Wilkins) against the decision by Southland Regional Council 

(Council) to grant resource consent to take and use groundwater 

subject to conditions (ENV-2018-AKL-0380); and  

(b) That part of the Wilkins’ appeal against the decisions of the 

Council on the proposed Southland Water and Land Plan 

(ENV2018-CHC-0030) identified as Topic B1, Tranche 2. 

2 Background to the two appeals was set out in our Joint Memorandum of 

Counsel dated 31 October 2023.1  

Mataura consent review  

3 The parties are pleased to advise that the over-allocation issue has been 

resolved.  The Council is now formalising the outcome by completing the 

process of reviewing consent conditions.  

Wilkins’ plan appeal (ENV2018-CHC-0030) 

4 The resolution of the over-allocation issue may have implications for 

Policy 42 and Appendix L.5.  The Council is now considering its position 

with respect to these outstanding appeal points. 

5 The parties anticipate seeking directions for mediation or for a 

supplementary exchange timetable by 14 February 2025, and seek a 

direction accordingly.   

Wilkins’ consent appeal (ENV-2018-AKL-0380) 

6 The resolution of the over-allocation issue will result in the outstanding 

part of the Wilkins’ consent appeal being resolved by consent.   

7 Counsel intend to file consent documentation outlining the proposed 

resolution of the consent appeal by Friday, 13 December 2024.  Given 

the upcoming irrigation season, the parties would be grateful if the Court 

could prioritise its consideration of the consent documentation and, if in 

 

1 Joint Memorandum of Counsel dated 31 October 2023 at [3]-[8].  
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order, respectfully request the consent order issue prior to 20 December 

2024. 

Directions sought  

8 The parties respectfully seek that: 

(a) appeal ENV2018-CHCH-0030 remains on hold with a further 

reporting date of 14 February 2025 whereby parties will either 

request that the matter be set down for court assisted mediation, 

or that a supplementary evidence exchange timetable be put in 

place; and 

(b) consent documentation with respect to appeal ENV-2018-AKL-

0380 be filed by 13 December 2024. 

9 Counsel have consulted with the section 274 parties in relation to the 

direction sought, and none of the parties object.  

 

DATED this 2nd day of December 2024. 

 

 

 
 
 

...............………............................................  

P A C Maw  

Counsel for the Southland Regional Council 

 

 

 

...............………............................................  

B S Carruthers KC  

Counsel for Wilkins Farming Company Limited 
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