
 
 

IN THE ENVIRONMENT COURT OF NEW ZEALAND 
CHRISTCHURCH REGISTRY 
 
I TE KŌTI TAIAO O AOTEAROA 
ŌTAUTAHI ROHE 
 
 
UNDER the Resource Management Act 1991 (RMA) 
 
IN THE MATTER of appeals under Clause 14 of the First Schedule of the 

Act 
 
BETWEEN SOUTHLAND FISH & GAME COUNCIL   
  
 (ENV-2018-CHC-037)  
 
 ROYAL FOREST & BIRD PROTECTION SOCIETY OF 

NEW ZEALAND INCORPORATED 
  
 (ENV-2018-CHC-050) 
 

Appellants 
 

 

 
MEMORANDUM OF COUNSEL FOR THE SOUTHLAND REGIONAL 

COUNCIL  
5 September 2025 

 

 
 

 
Respondent's Solicitor 

PO Box 4341  CHRISTCHURCH 8140 

DX WX11179 

Tel +64 3 379 7622 

Fax +64 3 379 2467 

 

Solicitor:  P A C Maw 

(philip.maw@wynnwilliams.co.nz) 

 

 



 
 

AND SOUTHLAND REGIONAL COUNCIL  
 

Respondent 



1 

 
 

MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

1 This Memorandum of Counsel responds to the Court’s direction dated 4 

September 2025, namely that:1 

(a) Southland Regional Council is to file an updating memorandum 

with proposed timetabling by 5 September 2025. 

2 Accordingly, this Memorandum sets out a proposal for the future 

progress of these proceedings and includes a proposed evidence 

exchange timetable to enable a hearing to occur during the week of 20 

October 2025.  

Resource Management (Consenting and Other System Changes) 

Amendment Act 

3 The Resource Management (Consenting and Other System Changes) 

Amendment Act 2025 (Amendment Act) received royal assent on 20 

August 2025.  

4 The Amendment Act has changed section 70 of the Resource 

Management Act 1991 (RMA), with further changes to section 70 being 

introduced at both the Environment Committee and the whole House 

stages.  

5 The details of those changes will be addressed in legal submissions. 

However, the transitional provisions included in the Amendment Act 

make it clear that the amendments to section 70 apply to proposed plans 

notified before, on, or after commencement, including any proposed plan 

notified before commencement that is the subject of an appeal and any 

ongoing court proceedings.2 Put simply, the changes to section 70 will 

apply to this honourable Court’s consideration of appeals on Rule 24. 

6 Further technical evidence will be required as a result of the changes to 

section 70 of the RMA in order to progress these proceedings. 

Accordingly, counsel for the Council has liaised with counsel for the 

Appellants and the remaining section 274 parties and proposes a 

timetable for evidence exchange as follows. 

 

1 Court’s direction dated 4 September 2025. 
2 Resource Management (Consenting and Other System Changes) Amendment Act 2025, 

Schedule 2 – New Part 8 inserted into Schedule 12, cl 50.  
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Directions sought  

7 The following timetable directions are sought: 

(a) Will Say Statements on behalf of the Council to be filed by 10 

September 2025; 

(b) Evidence on behalf of the Council to be filed by 17 September 

2025;  

(c) Evidence on behalf of those parties in support of the Council’s 

evidence to be filed by 24 September 2025; 

(d) Evidence in opposition to the Council’s evidence to be filed by 8 

October 2025; 

(e) Evidence in rebuttal, if any, to be filed by 15 October 2025; 

(f) Three-day hearing to commence on Tuesday, 21 October 2025. 

8 Counsel for the Council has consulted with the Appellants and the 

section 274 parties in relation to the directions sought and all parties are 

in agreement regarding the directions sought.   

 

DATED this 5th day of September 2025 

 
 
 

...............………............................................  

P A C Maw  

Counsel for the Southland Regional Council 
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