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Excluding stock from 
waterbodies

Factsheet

There are three general provisions 
that apply to all stock, including 
cattle, deer, pigs and sheep.

1. Moving stock (excluding 
dairy cattle) across rivers or 
modified watercourses is 
permitted, provided livestock are 
supervised and actively driven.  
Otherwise a consent is required.

From 1 July 2020 it is prohibited for 
all stock to disturb:

2. a Regionally Significant Wetland 
or Sensitive Water Body; and

3. roosting and nesting areas of the 
black fronted tern, black billed 
gull, banded dotterel or black 
fronted dotterel.

To continue as a permitted activity, 
pigs, dairy cattle, dairy support, 
deer, and beef cattle (but not sheep) 
must be excluded from waterways, 
according to the timeframes in the 
following table. If you’re not able to 
exclude stock from waterways by 
these timeframes, you will need a 
consent.

The table shows the stock exclusion 
dates based on stock type, land 
slopes and the size of water bodies.

Excluding stock from our rivers and streams can prevent contaminants from 
dung and urine entering the water, and avoid damage to stream banks, beds, 
riparian margins and riverine habitats. 

Definitions 
Wetland – means wet areas, shallow 
water, and land-water margins that 
support an ecosystem of plants and 
animals that are adapted to wet 
conditions 

Natural wetland – has the same 
meaning as a ‘wetland’, but 
specifically excludes wet pastures, 
damp gully heads, ponding of 
rainwater, pastures with rushes, and 
constructed waterbodies such as 
effluent ponds.

Regionally Significant Wetlands 
– are special wetlands listed in 
Appendix A of the plan, and mapped 
in Part B.

Dairy support – any stock that is not 
milked during the milking season.

Please read the plan for full 
definitions. For more information on 
black-fronted terns, black-billed gulls, 
banded-dotterels or black-fronted 
dotterels please refer to New Zealand 
Birds Online  
(www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz).
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Timeframes to implement stock exclusion rules

Land slope Dairy cattle Dairy support 
stock (on either land 
owned/leased by the 
dairy farmer or third 
party land) 

Pigs Deer Beef cattle Sheep (and other 
stock not listed in this 
table)

Plains 
(0-3°)

1 July 2017 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2020 
Waterbodies less 
than 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2022 
All waterbodies  

1 July 2017 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2020 
Waterbodies less 
than 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2022 
Waterbodies 
where break 
feeding occurs 

1 July 2025  
All waterbodies 

1 July 2022 
Waterbodies 
where break 
feeding occurs 

1 July 2025  
All waterbodies 

Not required 
to be 

excluded from 
waterbodies.

However, Policy 
18 requires 
sheep to be 
managed 
in critical 

source areas 
and in those 

catchments with 
high E.coli levels.

Undulating/
rolling land 
(>3-15°)

1 July 2017 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2020 
Waterbodies less 
than 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2022 
Waterbodies over 
one metre wide 

1 July 2017 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2020 
Waterbodies less 
than 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2022 
Waterbodies 
where break 
feeding occurs 

1 July 2030 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide (unless the 
average stocking 
rate on the land 
directly adjacent 
to the water 
body is less than 
6 stock units per 
hectare) 

1 July 2022 
Waterbodies 
where break 
feeding occurs 

1 July 2030 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide (unless the 
average stocking 
rate on the land 
directly adjacent 
to the water 
body is less than 
6 stock units per 
hectare) 

Steeper land 
(>15°)

1 July 2017 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2022  
Waterbodies 
where break 
feeding occurs 

1 July 2017 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide

1 July 2022 
Waterbodies 
where break 
feeding occurs 

1 July 2030 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide (unless the 
average stocking 
rate is less than 
six stock units 
per hectare) 

1 July 2022 
Waterbodies 
where break 
feeding occurs 

1 July 2030 
Waterbodies 
over 1 metre 
wide (unless the 
average stocking 
rate is less than 
six stock units 
per hectare) 
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Common questions and answers
We’ve listed the answers to some commonly asked questions here. If you’re still not sure about what you need to do or have 
another question you want help with, give us a call on 0800 76 88 45.

Q: Why are dairy support stock treated 
differently to dairy cattle?

A:  Under the Sustainable Dairying: 
Water Accord (2013), dairy cattle on dairy 
platforms are required to be excluded 
from waterways over one metre wide, 
therefore these cattle should already be 
excluded.  Excluding dairy support stock 
is a new requirement for farmers, so 
additional time has been given to allow 
farmers to put measures in place (for 
example, permanent fencing) to exclude 
dairy support stock.

Q: Why are deer and beef cattle not 
required to be excluded from waterways 
if the stocking rate is less than six stock 
units per hectare?   

A:  Low stocking rates means fewer 
adverse effects on water quality. On 
extensive hill and high-country farms with 
low stocking rates it is often not practical 
or cost-effective to exclude deer and beef 
cattle from waterways.    

Q: Why are sheep not required to be 
excluded from waterways?

A:  Sheep do less damage to stream banks 
and beds than other stock and do not 
have the same affinity for water. Therefore 
they pose less risk to the environment.

Q: Why do stock need to be supervised 
and actively driven across waterways?

A:  To minimise the time stock spends in 
the water and to reduce disturbance of 
the bed of the waterway. 

Q: Some of my dairy cattle can access 
waterways wider than 1m. Do I need to 
get a stock exclusion consent now? 

A:  No. You can carry on without consent 
if the effects are the same or similar in 
character, intensity and scale, and you 
were carrying out this activity before the 
notification of the plan (4 April 2018). 
However, you will need to apply for a 
consent within six months of the appeals 
on the plan being resolved. Contact one 
of our consents team for advice on  
0800 76 88 45.  

Q: I don’t have reticulated water 
available for stock drinking water. Can 
my stock drink from the river after the 
deadlines have passed?

A:   No.  If you want to continue to let 
your stock have access to waterbodies 
for drinking water after the relevant 
timeframe has passed you will need to 
apply for a consent.   

 
 

Q: Can I graze my sheep and beef cattle 
in wetlands?

A:  Sheep can access wetlands if the 
purpose is to maintain or enhance the 
wetland, and the permitted activity 
conditions can be met (please see our 
factsheet on wetlands).  Like sheep, 
beef cattle can access wetlands until 
the timeframes outlined in Rule 70 have 
passed.  

Q: Why is Rule 70 in the decisions 
version of the proposed Southland 
Water and Land Plan different from the 
original notified version?

A:  The hearing panel considered 
evidence from submitters and Council 
staff and decided that the rule needed to 
be amended.  In 2017, the Government 
released draft stock exclusion regulations 
for consultation.  Rule 70 has been 
redrafted in line with the Government’s 
proposal.

The information provided is based on 
Rule 70 in the decisions version of the 
proposed Southland Water and Land 
Plan, April 2018.

If you’re thinking about making a 
change to your farming activity, it’s 
important to remember what the 
proposed Southland Water and Land 
Plan is striving towards. Don’t forget 
to address the objectives and policies 

alongside the relevant rules when you 
are making an application for resource 
consent. The objectives and policies are 
the key drivers of the rules and need to 
be considered carefully.  


