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High Value Area Surveys 
Background Information for Property Owners 

 
What is the high value area programme? 
In Southland, we are fortunate to still have a landscape scattered with native forest 
remnants and wetlands.  Landowners often value and protect these special areas 
which provide refuge for native birds and wildlife. These special areas also provide a 
range of ecosystem services including enhancing water and air quality.   
 
The aim of the High Value Area programme is to locate and survey all of these 
natural areas so we can help landowners look after their special natural areas and 
measure the health of native habitats in Southland.  
 
The High Value Area programme is a joint programme between Environment 
Southland and Southland District Council. 
 
Why are we doing this programme? 
The main reason we are undertaking this programme is to provide factual and 
reliable information to landowners about the natural values present on their 
property, identifying any threats to the area and to help landowners look after them 
by providing management options and advice. 
  
A secondary aim is to help us build a clearer picture of the condition and extent of 
remaining natural areas in Southland.  This will assist the councils in maintaining and 
enhancing biodiversity in the region.    
 
What is involved in a survey?  
Initially you will be contacted by an ecologist contracted to Environment Southland 
(Southland Regional Council). They will discuss the process with you and answer any 
questions you may have.   
 
Your permission will be asked to undertake a survey on your property.  You are 
under no obligation to grant this and your decision to do so is entirely voluntary.  We 
hope, however, that you will see the benefits in taking part.  
 
A survey will involve a visit from the ecologist who will seek information from you 
about the site(s) to be assessed.  The ecologist will then undertake a field survey 
which will normally take a few hours, depending on the area to be covered.  This will 
involve recording data from area(s) of wetland and native vegetation to assess what 
is present and its condition.  You are welcome to join the ecologists during the 
survey if you wish.   
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How do we choose survey sites? 
Aerial photos and satellite data have been used to identify possible High Value 
Areas.  We also respond directly to landowner requests for surveys. 
 
What’s in it for me?   
After the survey, the ecologists will write up a summary report.  A copy of this will be 
provided to you free of charge.  This report will outline what was recorded during 
the survey including any special features.  It will contain an aerial photograph of the 
area(s) surveyed highlighting the location of any special features.  It will also cover 
any threats such as weeds or animal pests that may be degrading the natural area 
and provide suggestions on how to best manage the area(s) surveyed.  
 
The information provided by a qualified ecologist will give you a clearer picture of 
which parts of the property are likely to be ecologically significant and which parts 
are not. The survey does not constitute a resource consent and you should still check 
the relevant plan rules and consent requirements before undertaking any activity 
that may affect native vegetation or ecosystems.   
 
Protecting natural areas on your property could add value to it through enhancing 
amenity features, carbon sequestration and nutrient management.  The High Value 
Area report may also assist you to seek funding for protecting or restoring the 
natural values if you wish to do so.  A range of organisations including Environment 
Southland, provide funding assistance for such protection work. 
 
What happens to the information? 
The information will be used by Environment Southland and Southland District 
Council to build up a picture of the remaining natural areas across the Southland 
region.  It will be collated with other survey information and will be used to identify 
biodiversity trends in the region and improve the accuracy of regional ecosystem 
maps, significance maps and species distributions.  
 
This data will provide a valuable base line against which future improvements or 
decline in natural areas can be measured.  Regional maps and trend data will be 
published in a range of formats including online. 
 
The information collected is subject to the Local Government Official Information 
and Meetings Act 1987.  This means that Environment Southland or Southland 
District Council may be required to release that information to a person making a 
request if the relevant Council is required to under that Act. 
 
In the Southland District the information will also be available for Land Information 
Memoranda (known as LIM reports) if an application is made for a LIM for the 
property. Southland District Council may include High Value Area reports online in 
the future as part of the digitisation of property files. High Value Area reports about 
sites in the Gore District or Invercargill City areas are not currently included in LIM 
reports. 
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The High Value Area report is not an Ecological Impact Assessment and it cannot be 
used as such for consenting. However, the data may be used as background 
information for consent purposes or to assist in the development of regional plans 
and strategies.  
 
From a landowner’s perspective, it will be desirable to have reliable information 
available about the natural values on their property and to ensure that mapping is 
completed with accurate, on the ground, data. 
 
Does a High Value Area report place any legal obligations or protection on my 
land? 
 
The information collected does not place any obligations on the landowner, nor does 
it place any additional protection on the areas surveyed. Wetlands and some 
indigenous vegetation are already subject to protection and rules under the 
proposed Water and Land Plan, the Southland District Plan, the Invercargill District 
Plan and the Gore District Plan so it is important to check the rules before 
undertaking any activity that may affect native vegetation or ecosystems.   
 
No changes to the protection measures and rules within these plans can be made 
without the relevant council going through a statutory process under the Resource 
Management Act 1991 where landowners would have an opportunity to make a 
submission on any proposal.  
 
Environment Southland and Southland District Council see this programme as a very 
positive way to promote the protection and improvement of native habitats and 
wetlands on private property, by directly involving landowners on a voluntary and 
willing basis.  
 
I’d like to get a report but I don’t want the information to be available online to 
the public. 
You may wish to opt out of having your property's report published on a council 
website. This is okay, just check the box on the consent form requesting the 
information is not published. Please be aware though, that the report will still be 
available to persons who make a request under the Local Government Official 
Information and Meetings Act 1987. 
 
I’d like to get a report but I don’t want the information to be available as 
background information for consenting or planning purposes. 
You may wish to opt out of having your property's report used as background 
information for consenting or planning purposes. This is okay, just check the box on 
the consent form requesting the information is not used.   
 
But remember the information collected does not place any obligations on the 
landowner, nor does it place any additional protection on the areas surveyed.  
Wetlands and some indigenous vegetation are already subject to protection and 
rules under the proposed Southland Water and Land Plan, the Southland District 
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Plan, the Invercargill District Plan and the Gore District Plan so it is important to 
check the rules before undertaking any activity that may affect native vegetation or 
ecosystems.  
 
If you would like to be involved in this programme, or to discuss this further, please 
contact Ali Meade at Environment Southland, 0800 76 88 45.  Thank you for 
considering taking part in this important programme.  


