Factsheet

Undaria in Fiordland
The invasive seaweed
Undaria pinnatifida
has the potential to do
significant damage to the
ecology and economy of
the precious and unique
area of Fiordland.
What is Undaria?
Undaria is an opportunistic invasive
seaweed that forms dense stands
underwater, giving it the potential to
compete for light and space which may
lead to the exclusion of native species.
Due to Undaria’s ability to rapidly
spread in the marine environment it is
often referred to as the gorse of the sea.
A marine pest such as Undaria has the
potential to do significant damage
to the ecology and economy of the
precious and unique area of Fiordland.

Pest plan rules
The Southland Regional Pest
Management Plan includes a rule to
prevent the spread of Undaria outside
areas already infested.
It is prohibited to harbour Undaria,
including having Undaria growing on
a vessel’s hull, within the Southland
region. The only two exemption areas
are where Undaria is already well
established (see reverse for map).
All vessels, marine gear and equipment,
including but not limited to lobster
pots, mooring lines and dive gear, must
be free of Undaria when they leave the
exemption areas. All on-board residual

 Undaria poses a major risk to the unique ecosystem in Fiordland.

seawater collected in the exemption
areas must be treated or discarded
within the exemption areas.
Anybody who detects or suspects the
presence of Undaria outside the known
sites must immediately report the
presence and location to Environment
Southland.
Known sites:
•

Breaksea Sound

•

Bluff

•

Waipapa Point

•

Ruapuke Island

•

Oban

•

Paterson Inlet

•

Big Glory Bay

•

Port Adventure

Clean Vessel Pass
Anyone boating in the Fiordland
Marine Area needs to remember
to abide by the rules of the
Fiordland Marine Regional
Pathway Management Plan.
The plan requires all vessels
entering within one nautical mile
of the landward boundary of the
Fiordland Marine Area to hold a
Clean Vessel Pass and to comply
with clean vessel, clean gear and
residual seawater standards.
Applying for a Clean Vessel Pass
is free, and can be done online in
a matter of minutes.

You can find the latest information
about Undaria control and the
restrictions in place at www.es.govt.nz
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