
Frilling: Make deep cuts at regular intervals around 
the stem, taking care not to ring-bark the tree. 
Immediately apply glyphosate (20 ml/L water)  or 
1.5 ml of Tordon Brushkiller to each cut.

Spraying: Elderberry can be controlled 
using Escort (5g/10L water). However, 
spraying Elderberry  in bush remnants has 

the potential to cause damage to desirable 
vegetation. It should only be carried out when other 
methods are not suitable.
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Elderberry 
(Sambucus nigra)

Elderberry is a deciduous small tree with finely 
saw-toothed leaves that are distinctively smelly. It 
produces dull white flowers from November onwards 
followed by shiny black fruits. The fruits are eaten 
by birds, which spread Elderberry to other areas. 

Elderberry is invasive along the bush edge where 
it will form dense stands replacing native trees 
and shrubs. Elderberry can re-sprout after being 
damaged.

How to Control Elderberry

Seedlings of Elderberry pull out 
easily if you get to them while they 
are young. Older plants form a long

taproot which makes pulling out difficult These 
seedlings may need digging out.

Elderberry shrubs can be cut and 
the stem pasted with herbicide. 
Glyphosate (20 ml/L water), Escort

(5 g/L of water) and Tordon Brushkiller (20 ml/L water) 
can be used. Both Escort and Tordon Brushkiller will 
harm other vegetation and have an active residual 
life in the soil. Vigilant can also be used to paste 
stems, again being careful as it has a long residual 
life in the soil.

Large Elderberry plants can either be 
killed standing or felled and the stump 
pasted as above. If Elderberry is felled, 

the stems / branches should be cut up and stacked, 
as they can take root when in contact with the 
ground. If killing standing either boring holes or 
frilling around the stem can be successful. 
 
Bore and fill: Drill holes every 5-10 cm on a sloping 
angle. Fill with either glyphosate (20 ml/L water), 
Escort (2g/L water), or Tordon Brushkiller (20 ml/L 
water).
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