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Discharge Permit 
 
Under Section 104B of the Resource Management Act 1991, a resource consent is granted by the 

Southland Regional Council to Datagrid NZ Limited Partnership of Level 8, 139 Quay Street, Auckland 

Central, Auckland 1010 from 11 March 2026.  

 
Please read this Consent carefully, and ensure that any staff or 

contractors carrying out activities under this Consent on your behalf 
are aware of all the conditions of the Consent. 

 

Details of Permit 
 
Purpose for which permit is granted: To discharge contaminants to air from the operation of up to 

84 diesel fuelled back-up electricity generators 
 
Location - site locality  342, 350, 360 & 370 Flora Road East, Makarewa 
 - map reference   NZTM2000 1,244,985E 4,858,585N  
 - airshed Southland 
 
Legal description of land at the site: Lots 1-3 DP 595572 and Lot 2 DP 526953 
 
Lapse date 11 March 2034 
Expiry date: 11 March 2061 
 
Schedule of Conditions 
 
1. This resource consent authorises the discharge of combustion contaminants to air from the 

operation of up to 84 diesel fuelled back-up electricity generators at the site described above 
and as described in the application dated 16 September 20251. 

 
2. Activities authorised under this consent must be in accordance with the application documents 

and the following technical reports: 
(a) Air Quality Assessment for Discharges to Air from Emergency Electricity Generators at a 

Data Centre, dated 7 August 20252. 
(b) Where there is inconsistency between the application documents and the conditions of this 

consent, the conditions of this consent shall prevail. 
 

 
1 Environment Southland electronic filing references A1338757, A1339759 and A1339634 
2 Environment Southland electronic filing reference A1339634 
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3. The generators shall only be operated for: 

(a) Routine testing, servicing and maintenance; and 
(b) When electricity supply is not available, or unavailability is imminent (including 

circumstances where a Grid Emergency Event is declared by the System Operator under 
the Electricity Governance Rules or Regulations). 

 
4. Each generator shall: 

(a) Discharge: 
(i) Via an outlet that is at least 15.0 metres above finished ground level for the 

datahalls and that has an internal diameter of 700 mm 
(ii) Directly vertically into air and shall not be impeded by any obstruction above the 

stack that decreases the vertical efflux velocity  
 

(b) Have a total capacity not exceeding 3,200 kW electrical (mission critical standby rating) 
 

(c) Have a fuel burning rate that shall not exceed 817.7 L/hr. 
 

(d) Have pollutant mass emission rates the same as or lower than the following: 
 

Emissions Mass emission rate 
nitrogen oxides (NOx) 1,129 grams per hour 
carbon monoxide (CO) 2,457 grams per hour 
hydrocarbons (HC)  478 grams per hour 
particulate matter (PM) 53.1 grams per hour 

 
5. The consent holder shall keep a record of daily operations, including hours of operation, the 

purpose of operation and amount of fuel used. This record shall be included in the Annual Report 
required by Condition 9. 

 
6. Discharges shall comply with the following: 

(a) The sulphur content of a representative sample of the diesel-oil used shall not exceed 
0.001% by weight; 
 

(b) The opacity of the discharges from the stacks shall not be darker than the Ringelmann 
Shade 1 as determined in accordance with the New Zealand Standard 5201:1973, except 
for a period not exceeding two minutes in each hour of operation;  
 

(c) Discharges shall not cause objectionable or offensive odour or particulate matter 
(including dust and smoke) to the extent that it causes an adverse effect on the 
environment beyond the boundary of the consent holder's property. 

 
7. The generators shall be maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications, by a 

person competent in the maintenance of such appliances.  This maintenance shall include:   
(a) Adjustment, if necessary, of the fuel to air ratio to ensure compliance with Conditions 4 

and 5; and 
(b) Testing of the ratio of combustion gases discharged, i.e., carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide 

and oxygen, using a suitably calibrated instrument.   
(c) Maintenance reports shall be prepared and included in the annual report as required by 

Condition 9. 
 

8. The Consent Holder shall:  
(a) respond to all complaints relating to the exercise of this resource consent that are 

either received directly, or notified by the Consent Authority, as soon as practicable.   
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(b) maintain a record of the complaints relating to the exercise of this resource consent.  
This record shall include:  

(i) the nature of the complaint (e.g. adverse odour, smoke or particulate matter 
effect); 

(ii) the location where the issue or problem (e.g. odour, smoke or particulate 
matter effect) was detected by the complainant,  

(iii) the date and time the issue or problem was detected by the complainant; 
(iv) a description of the wind speed and wind direction when the issue or problem 

was detected by the complainant;  
(v) the most likely cause of the issue or problem detected; and  
(vi) any corrective action (if any) undertaken by the consent holder to avoid, 

remedy or mitigate the issue or problem detected by the complainant.  
(vii) any further correspondence with the complainant following the events; and  

 
(c) include a summary of the complaint record in the annual report required by Condition 9 

of this consent. 
 
9. An Annual Report shall be prepared and submitted by the Consent Holder to the Consent 

Authority (email: escompliance@es.govt.nz) by 30 September each year.   The report shall:  
(a) Contain the relevant monitoring results, data, any complaints and other information as 

required by the conditions of this consent; and 
(b) Report on the previous year from 1 July to 30 June inclusive. 

 
10. Confirmations, reports, information and notices sent to the Consent Authority shall refer to the      

relevant consent condition and the consent number AUTH-20252550-02, unless otherwise   
agreed by the Consent Authority.   
 

11. The Consent Authority may, in accordance with Sections 128 and 129 of the Resource 
Management Act 1991, serve notice on the consent holder of its intention to review the 
conditions of this consent during the period 1 May to 30 November each year, or within 
two months of any enforcement action being taken by the Consent Authority in relation to the 
exercise of this consent, or on receiving monitoring results, for the purposes of: 
(a) determining whether the conditions of this permit are adequate to deal with any adverse 

effect on the environment, including cumulative effects, which may arise from the 
exercise of the permit;   

(b) ensuring the conditions of this consent are consistent with any National Environmental 
Standards Regulations or relevant plan;  

(c) amending the monitoring programme to be undertaken;  
(d) adding or adjusting compliance limits;  
(e) requiring the consent holder to adopt the best practicable option to remove or reduce 

any adverse effect on the environment arising as a result of the exercise of this permit. 
 
for the Southland Regional Council 

 
Hugh Leersnyder 
Independent Commissioner 

mailto:escompliance@es.govt.nz
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Notes: 
1. The Consent Holder shall pay an annual administration and monitoring charge to the Consent 

Authority, collected in accordance with Section 36 of the Resource Management Act, 1991, 
payable in advance on 1 July each year.  

 
 
2. In accordance with section 126 of the Resource Management Act, 1991, this consent may be 

cancelled by the Consent Authority if not exercised for a continuous period of 5 years or more. 
 
3. The Consent Holder is reminded that they may apply at any time under Section 127 of the Act to 

have any condition of this consent changed except that which specifies the expiry date of this 
consent. 

 
4. If you require a replacement permit upon the expiry date of this permit, any new application 

should be lodged at least 6 months prior to the expiry date of this permit. Applying at least 6 
months before the expiry date may enable you to continue to exercise this permit until a decision 
is made, and any appeals are resolved, on the replacement application. 
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