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Coastal Permit 
 
Under Section 104B of the Resource Management Act 1991, a resource consent is granted by the 

Southland Regional Council to Datagrid NZ Limited Partnership of Level 8, 139 Quay Street, Auckland 

Central, Auckland 1010 from 11 March 2026.  

 
Please read this Consent carefully, and ensure that any staff or 

contractors carrying out activities under this Consent on your behalf 
are aware of all the conditions of the Consent. 

 

Details of Permit 
 
Purpose for which permit is granted: To install, including burial, a cable in the coastal marine area 
 
Location - site locality  Te Ara a Kiwa/Foveaux Strait and Ōreti Beach 
 - map reference   NZTM2000 1,113,513E 4,839,837N (approximately 22 km 

south of Long Reef, Fiordland) to  
 NZTM2000 1,233,740E 4,846,180 (Ōreti Beach at Dunns 

Road entrance) 
 
Legal description of land at the site: coastal marine area 
 
Lapse date: 11 March 2034 
Expiry date: 11 March 2061 
 

 
Schedule of Conditions 
 
1. This resource consent authorises:  

(a) The installation, including burial, of a subsea fibre-optic cable within the coastal marine 
area, from a point about 22 km south of Long Reef on the southern Fiordland coast to the 
landward boundary at the Dunns Road entrance to Ōreti Beach, Invercargill, as described 
in the application dated 16 September 20251. 

(b) Exclusive occupation of the coastal marine area along the cable route during laying and 
burial, or reburial of the cable.  This includes both the cable route through Te Ara a 
Kiwa/Foveaux Strait and where the cable crosses Ōreti Beach.   

(c) Exclusive occupation of the coastal marine area along the cable route where the cable 
crosses Ōreti Beach during removal of the cable from the beach 
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(d) Reburial of the cable as required during the consent period.   

Note: Reburial includes where the cable has to be excavated for repair and then reburied, 
or where it has become exposed and has to be reburied.   

(e) Excavation or disturbance of Ōreti Beach to remove the cable if it is decommissioned or 
otherwise ceases to be utilised by the Consent Holder.   

 
2. Activities authorised under this consent must be in general accordance with the application and 

the following technical reports: 
(a) Coastal Effects Assessment: Subsea Cable Project, prepared for Datagrid NZ Limited, dated 

30 May 20252. 
(b) These conditions of consent shall prevail where there is a conflict between the conditions 

and the application material. 
 

3. (a) The Consent Holder shall notify the Consent Authority  (email: escompliance@es.govt.nz) 
and Te Ao Marama Inc. (email: office@tami.maori.nz) in writing on commencement and 
conclusion of each of the following phases of the cable-laying operation: 
(i) pre-laying survey,  
(ii) grapnel sweep,   
(iii) cable laying and burial within Te Ara a Kiwa/Foveaux Strait 
(iv) cable laying and burial across Ōreti Beach 
(v) reburial of the cable subsequent to the initial cable laying.   
(vi) Works to remove the cable from Ōreti Beach 

 
(b) The notice of commencement of cable laying and burial across Ōreti Beach shall also 

confirm that iwi have been offered the opportunity to undertake Kaitiaki monitoring and 
observation as the cable is laid and a toheroa dig prior to commencement of works within 
the intertidal zone, as required by Condition 6(e).  This includes periods of reburial and 
removal of the cable.   

 
(c) If, where water depths are less than 180 metres, it was impractical to bury the cable in 

places, as provided for under Condition 4(b), the Consent Holder shall record the 
circumstances and report the reasons and locations that the cable could not be buried to 
the Consent Authority with the notice of conclusion.    

 
4. The cable shall be laid or buried as follows 

(a) Where water depths are 1500 metres or less (but more than 180 metres), the cable shall 
be either laid on the seafloor or buried to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres 

(b) Where water depths are less than 180 metres (but more than 15 metres), the cable shall, 
as far as practicable, be buried to a maximum depth of 1.5 metres.  Where burial is 
impractical (such as due to rock substrate), the cable may be laid on the seafloor; 

(c) Where water depths are 15 metres or less the cable shall be buried to a maximum depth 
of 1 metres. 

(d) Where the cable crosses the intertidal zone of Ōreti Beach the cable shall be buried to a 
maximum depth of 1 metres. 

 
5. Prior to the installation of the cable, a marine route survey is to be undertaken to assess the 

seabed and its topography, benthic habitats, substrate conditions and any archaeological 
sensitivities and, considering any Ngāi Tahu cultural values, confirm the final cable route and the 
burial technique. The survey: 
(a) May utilise a combination of geophysical and ecological techniques such as: 

(i) multibeam echo sounders (MBES) 
(ii) side-scan sonars (SSS) 

 
2 Environment Southland electronic filing reference A1339638 

mailto:escompliance@es.govt.nz
mailto:office@tami.maori.nz


 - 3 -  AUTH-20252550-07 

 
(iii) sub-bottom profiling (SBP) 
(iv) cone penetration tests (CPT) 
(v) magnetometer sweeps 
(vi) grab sampling; and  
(vii) video transects. 

(b) A trained crew member or DoC3 Marine Mammal Observer shall be present onboard the 
vessel undertaking the survey at all times. The training and experience of the Marine 
Mammal Observer shall be in accordance with DoC’s 2013 Code of Conduct for Minimising 
Acoustic Disturbance to Marine Mammals from Seismic Survey Operations. 

(c) Ensure all survey activities are paused if marine mammals are sighted within 500 metres 
of the vessel. 

(d) Utilise soft starts for any equipment with source levels greater than 210 dB re 1 µPa at 1m 
over 20 minutes to give marine mammals adequate time to leave the area. 

(e) The routing of the subsea cable should avoid sensitive nearshore and deepwater benthic 
habitats as far as practicably possible. 

 
6. Cable laying (including reburial) between the high and low water marks (the intertidal zone) on 

Ōreti Beach shall comply with the following: 
(a) Excavation shall be via water jetting to reduce disturbance to biota, or by 

backhoe/excavator if water jetting is otherwise impractical. 
(b) Plant traffic on the beach is to be restricted to demarcated access routes only 
(c) The works footprint is to be kept to a minimum and all access and excavations are to be 

demarcated to avoid indiscriminate movement of plant 
(d) Articulated pipes to be used to add weight and reduce the risk of cable exposure 
(e) Iwi shall be notified in advance, in order to provide an opportunity to undertake Kaitiaki 

monitoring and observation during the laying of the cable and a toheroa dig prior to 
commencement of works within the intertidal zone. 

 
Note: It is a prohibited activity under Rule 14.2.13 of the Regional Coastal Plan for Southland 
to use a vehicle in excess of 3.5 tonnes gross weight on Ōreti Beach.   
 

7. To reduce seabird-vessel interactions the following lighting controls shall be implemented for the 
cable-laying and any support vessels: 
(a) Low lumen, warm coloured (≤3000 degrees Kelvin (K) colour temperature) red or amber 

LEDs  
(b) Outdoor lights shall be shielded to direct illumination downwards to minimise 

unnecessary light spill. 
 

8. (a) The consent holder shall record the GPS location of the cable to an accuracy of within 10 
metres in the coastal waters of Te Ara a Kiwa/Foveaux Strait, and to within 5 metres where 
it crosses Ōreti Beach.   

 
 (b) Where the cable is laid in less than 180 metres of water but where burial is determined to 

be impractical (see Condition 4(b)), the consent holder shall record the co-ordinates of the 
locations where the cable is laid on the seafloor without burial.     

 
 (c) Co-ordinate information, sufficient to determine the location of the cable along the route 

(and areas of unburied cable in less than 180 m depth), shall be provided to the Consent 
Authority and to Maritime New Zealand within 40 working days of completion of the 
cable-laying.  The co-ordinate system shall be specified.   
 

 
3 DoC = Department of Conservation 
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9. (a) Public beach access to Ōreti Beach north from the Dunns Road entrance is to be 

maintained at all times. 
 

(b) The consent holder shall notify the public of restrictions on access to the excavation area 
across Ōreti Beach, and to Ōreti Beach south from the Dunns Road entrance, during the 
period of cable laying and burial across the intertidal area of the beach.   
(i) The notification shall occur at least two days prior to the commencement of the 

cable laying and burial works on the beach,  
(ii) Notification shall be: 

 by notice in The Southland Times; and 
 as a community notice on local radio station(s). 

 
Note: whether or not the Ōreti Beach as a road has to be temporarily closed is a matter 
for the consent holder to arrange with Invercargill City Council’s Engineering Services 
Division.   
 

(c) If necessary to exclude vessels from the cable route through Te Ara a Kiwa/Foveaux Strait 
during the pre-laying survey, grapnel sweep, or cable laying and burial phases, the consent 
holder shall ensure that, at least two days prior to the commencement of the survey, 
grapnel sweep, or cable laying and burial activity that requires the exclusion, advise the 
public of the areas where restrictions will apply, and the projected dates of restrictions: 

 by notice in The Southland Times; and 
 as a community notice on local radio station(s). 

 
Note: Condition (b) allows for multiple notices for each phase of the activity, or a single 
notice.   

 
(d) If the works are delayed following one of the notices given in (b) or (c), the consent holder 

shall repeat the notices prior to, if practicable, or on the commencement of the revised 
period of works requiring the restriction.  
 

(e) Where reburial of the cable is required, or if the cable is to be removed from Ōreti Beach, 
the consent holder shall provide notice of any restrictions on access prior to, if practicable, 
or on the commencement of the revised period of works requiring the restriction: 

a. as a community notice on local radio station(s); and 
b. if notice can practicably be provided in advance of the works, by notice in The 

Southland Times.   
 

(f) Confirmation of the notices described in (b), (c), (d) or (e) shall be provided to the Consent 
Authority (email: escompliance@es.govt.nz) prior to commencement of the works.   

 
10. In the event of a discovery or suspected discovery of a site of cultural importance (Waahi 

Taonga/tapu), the Consent Holder shall immediately cease operations in that location and follow 
the process outlined in Appendix A. Operations may recommence at a time as agreed upon in 
writing with the Consent Authority.  
(a) Prior to agreeing to recommencement the Consent Authority shall take into account any 

written comment or advice from Te Ao Ao Marama Inc. on behalf of Ngā Rūnaka regarding 
the discovery and whether it has been protected to the extent that the works can proceed 
without damaging the artefact.   

 
11. The Consent Holder shall engage with iwi and hapu throughout the project lifecycle, including 

during the pre-construction, construction, operational and monitoring phases. Areas of 
recognised wahi tapu shall be avoided. 

mailto:escompliance@es.govt.nz
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12. Confirmations, reports, information and notices sent to the Consent Authority shall refer to the      

relevant consent condition and the consent number AUTH-20252550-07, unless otherwise   
agreed by the Consent Authority.   

 
(a) Where a notification includes another agency (such as under Condition 3), the Consent 

Holder shall either ensure that that agency’s email is visible on the email to the Consent 
Authority or otherwise provide confirmation to the Consent Authority that the agency has 
been notified.   

 
13. The Consent Authority may, in accordance with Sections 128 and 129 of the Resource 

Management Act 1991, serve notice on the consent holder of its intention to review the 
conditions of this consent during the period 1 May to 30 November each year, or within 
two months of any enforcement action being taken by the Consent Authority in relation to the 
exercise of this consent, or on receiving monitoring results, for the purposes of: 
(a) determining whether the conditions of this permit are adequate to deal with any adverse 

effect on the environment, including cumulative effects, which may arise from the 
exercise of the permit;   

(b) ensuring the conditions of this consent are consistent with any National Environmental 
Standards Regulations or relevant plan;  

(c) amending the monitoring programme to be undertaken;  
(d) adding or adjusting compliance limits;  
(e) requiring the consent holder to adopt the best practicable option to remove or reduce 

any adverse effect on the environment arising as a result of the exercise of this permit. 
 
 
 
for the Southland Regional Council 

 
Hugh Leersnyder 
Independent Commissioner  
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Notes: 
1. The Consent Holder shall pay an annual administration and monitoring charge to the Consent 

Authority, collected in accordance with Section 36 of the Resource Management Act, 1991, 
payable in advance on 1 July each year.  

 
 
2. In accordance with section 126 of the Resource Management Act, 1991, this consent may be 

cancelled by the Consent Authority if not exercised for a continuous period of 5 years or more. 
 
3. The Consent Holder is reminded that they may apply at any time under Section 127 of the Act to 

have any condition of this consent changed except that which specifies the expiry date of this 
consent. 

 
4. If you require a replacement permit upon the expiry date of this permit, any new application 

should be lodged at least 6 months prior to the expiry date of this permit. Applying at least 6 
months before the expiry date may enable you to continue to exercise this permit until a decision 
is made, and any appeals are resolved, on the replacement application. 
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Appendix A: Protocol in the event of a discovery, or suspected discovery, of a site of cultural 

importance (Waahi Taonga/Tapu) 
 
Upon the discovery of artefact discovery, the following shall take place: 
 

1. In the event that Kōiwi (human skeletal remains) are discovered, the works in that area of the 
site shall cease immediately and Tangata Whenua (Te Ao Marama and appropriate Papatipu 
Rūnanga), NZ Police and/or Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, and the Southland 
Regional Council, shall be notified as soon as practicable. 

 
a. A 25 metre setback around the site of the discovery is to be immediately secured from 

the works upon discovery to prevent further disturbance of the discovery site. 
 

2. Taonga or artefact material (e.g. pounamu / greenstone artefacts) other than Kōiwi will be 
treated in similar manner so that their importance can be determined, and the environment 
recorded by qualified archaeologists alongside the appropriate Tangata whenua. Te Ao 
Mārama Inc are to be contacted in the event of taonga or archaeological artefact discovery in 
accordance with the Protected Objects Act 1975. 

 
Contact details for Te Ao Marama Inc. are as follows: 

 
Te Ao Mārama Inc. 
98 Yarrow Street, Invercargill, 9810. 
office@tami.maori.nz 
(03) 9321242 

 
3. In-situ (Natural State) Pounamu/Greenstone Accidental Discovery Pursuant to the Ngāi Tahu 

(Pounamu Vesting) Act 1997: All natural state pounamu/greenstone in the Ngāi Tahu tribal 
area is owned by Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu. The Ngāi Tahu Pounamu Resource Management 
Plan provides for the following measures: 

 
a. Any in-situ (natural state) pounamu/greenstone accidentally discovered should be 

reported to the Pounamu Management Officer of Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu as soon as is 
reasonably practicable. The Pounamu Management Officer of Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu 
will in turn contact the appropriate Kaitiaki Papatipu Rūnanga; and 

 
b. In the event that the finder considers the pounamu is at immediate risk of loss such as 

erosion, animal damage to the site or theft, the pounamu/greenstone should be carefully 
covered over and/or relocated to the nearest safe ground. The find should then be 
notified immediately to the Pounamu Management Officer. 

 
c. The find should then be notified immediately to the General Manager, Te Ao Turoa, at Te 

Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu. 
 

Ngai Tahu contact details are as follows: 
 
General Manager, Te Ao Turoa 
Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu 
Te Whare o Te Waipounamu 
15 Show Place, Addington, PO Box 13 046 
Christchurch 8024 
Trudy.Heath@ngaitahu.iwi.nz  
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Archaeological Sites 
  
Archaeological sites are protected under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act (2014), and 
approval is required from Heritage New Zealand before archaeological sites can be modified, damaged 
or destroyed. Not all archaeological sites are known or recorded precisely.   
 
Where an archaeological site is inadvertently disturbed or discovered:  
 

1. Further disturbance must cease until approval to continue is obtained from Heritage New 
Zealand; and 

 
2. The New Zealand Police and Te Ao Marama Inc also need to be advised if the discovery includes 

kōiwi tangata/human remains. 
 
Contact details for Heritage New Zealand are: 
 
Heritage New Zealand 
c/o Regional Archaeologist Otago/Southland 
PO Box 5467, Dunedin  
Phone: (03) 477 9871  
Mobile 027 240 8715   
infodeepsouth@heritage.org.nz 
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