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Kia ora koutou
Spring is nearly here, with Tawhirimatea being busy bringing us wind, rain and 
snow, and Tamanuitera occasionally peeking through.  For those with vegetable 
gardens it is fairly quiet as soils rest before the upcoming spring.  For all of us in 
the Enviroschools programme it is a great time to reflect on what we have done, 
explore indoor-based activities and plan for the summer months.  If you haven’t 

had a chance, we encourage you to look in your new Theme 
Areas folder and pick one or two activities that interest you 

or are related to curriculum topics for this year.

In Term 4 of this year, Toimata Foundation (home of 
the Enviroschools programme) will be conducting a 

nationwide census in Enviroschools.  The last census 
was in 2014, where we achieved an exceptional 

73% response rate, resulting in an immensely 
rich pool of data. Experience shows that  the 

more people involved in contributing to 
completing the questionnaire the better. 
Don’t forget caretakers, parents and your 
facilitators are there to help.

Ma te wa.

Fiona Young 
Enviroschools Southland regional 
coordinator

Upcoming  
Regional Hui 

You are invited to our 2017 
Southland Enviroschools Hui on 
Thursday 9 November at Curio 
Bay. Please RSVP by email to 
education@es.govt.nz or contact 
us for more information.

Welcome to our new  
Enviroschools and kindergartens

Waikaia School, Ranui Kindergarten, Glengarry Kindergarten and Hauroko Valley 
Primary School have joined the Enviroschools network in Southland.  There 
are now 37 Enviroschools now throughout Southland (secondary schools, 
intermediates, primary schools and kindergartens), hosted by Environment 
Southland and supported by Invercargill City Council, Southland District Council, 

Gore District Council and Kindergartens South.  

The Enviroschools approach allows schools 
to weave sustainability through learning and 
action, recognising past knowledge, future 
generations and diversity of culture and people.  

Regional Capacity 
Funding  

We have allocated money from 
our Enviroschools Building 
Regional Capacity Fund to offer an 
opportunity for three Envirogroup 
exchanges or Teacher Exchanges.  

A group of four children and one 
teacher from a school is able to 
visit another Enviroschool to see 
action on the ground.  

There are three opportunities 
available – each can receive $200 
towards transport, $500 towards 
teacher release (visiting school and 
hosting school), and $50 towards 
catering.  

If you are interested please email 
education@es.govt.nz by  
31 October 2017.  



National Enviroschools facilitator hui in Hamilton 

Pat Hoffmann, Environmental education officer, Environment Southland

In April, I attended the National 
Enviroschools Facilitator Hui in 
Hamilton. The event was organised 
by the Toimata Foundation and was 
attended by 85 facilitators from across 
New Zealand. The hui was held in 
the amazing Hamilton Gardens. The 
weather was glorious and many of 
the sessions were held outdoors so I 
grabbed every opportunity to explore 
the banks of the Waikato River and to 
stroll through the beautiful gardens. 

For me, the most useful parts of the 
programme were the streamed session 
for facilitators working with early 
childhood, primary/intermediate and 
secondary schools, and the sessions 
when we were introduced to the new 
reflection kit and the Theme Area 
resources. I also learnt a lot from the 

insights shared by the guest panel who 
talked about current trends in education. 

One of my lightbulb moments 
came during the facilitation skills 
session. Te Rawhitiroa Bosch, one 
of the staff members at the Toimata 
Foundation, talked about the value of 
whakawhanaungatanga. He encouraged 
facilitators to create opportunities 
for people to get to know each other, 
to establish a sense of connection 
as a group and to build positive 
relationships. He taught us that the 
more time we spend helping people 
to connect with each other at the 
start of a programme, the greater the 
outcomes that we will see at the end.

The Environmental Education team 
at Environment Southland often runs 
practical professional development 
workshops for staff teaching in 
Enviroschools and early childhood 
centres. 

The most recent workshop was held in 
June and focused on holistic reflections 
planning and practice.  Learning was 
based on a new resource developed 
by the Enviroschools governing body, 
Toimata Foundation. Workshops are 
free to attend and teacher release 
funding is often available.

If you have specific Enviroschools 
topics you would like to gain more 
experience in, let us know as we can 
also facilitate workshops for clusters of 
schools or just the staff in your school. Teaching the teachers - coastal marine 

studies (maths and science) in action!

Right - Learning and connected 
at the National Enviroschools 
Facilitators’ Hui.

Enviroschools reflection workshop for teachers

Mark Oster, Environmental education officer, Environment Southland



Celebrating Ranginui and Papatuanuku

Sally Bailey, Enviroschools facilitator

In our daily practice at Lees St 
Kindergarten we are often referring 
to one or other of the Atua in 
general conversation with the 
children, whether it is to do with the 
daily weather, gardening, playing 
and learning in the sandpit or at 
Bush Kindy. One of our commonly 
mentioned Atua is Papatuanuku, 
especially in regard to “compost, 
leaves on the ground and fallen trees 
going back into her and feeding her”, – 
thanks Evie.

On one of our forays into the bush at 
Myross Road we came across a dead 

tree that was perilously still standing. 
I moved the four children near me to 
safety with the assistance of a parent 
helper and then pushed the tree over.  
The children were horrified, “Sally you 
are not supposed to hurt the trees!” 
I invited them to come and take a 
look, I suggested we take a bit of bark 
off – “tree skin” Mia commented. The 
wood underneath had turned soft and 
powdery. “It’s dead” Evie stated, “bug 
poo” Fletcher quietly commented. I 
wondered what would happen to the 
tree now. “It will go all rotten and yuck, 
back into Papatuanuku to feed her,” 
Evie matter of factly said as her friends 

At Kindergartens South Nature Discovery/
Taiao Tuhura programme at Myross Road, 
we have begun a pest eradication project 
in our naghere (native bush). We started 
the project by setting tracking tunnels in 
the ngahere to get an idea of what kind of 
creatures live here. Once we discovered 
that we had nga kiore (rats) living there, 
we knew we had to do something about 
them to save the native nga manu (birds) 
that live in our (rākau) trees.

The tamariki (children) love to watch 
Rosie, our friendly piwaiwaka (fantail), 
flit here, there and everywhere in the 
ngahere, so the thought of nga kiore 
eating Rosie’s eggs (hēki) or babies was 
not a nice one. I asked our good friend 
Mark for advice, and we now have four 
tunnels with five kiore traps in them. 

To date we have caught iwa (nine) nga 
kiore and rima (five) mice. The tamariki 
are very enthusiastic and committed to 
this project. Our next step is to install 
Goodnature possum traps. 

Living landscapes at Myross Bush

Wendy McLachlan, Enviroschools facilitator

Another win for the environment at the 
Bush Kndergarten on Myross Road.

nodded in agreement. We sat quietly 
peeling bark, digging in the wood and 
finding leaves and sticks. Camilla began 
combing my hair with a stick, Georgia 
began placing leaves and small twigs in 
my hair, Mia and Evie crumbled dead 
wood “bug poo” into my hair; Georgia 
said “we making you like Papatuanuku 
Sally.”

Through the personification of 
Papatuanuku (Earth Mother) the 
children appear to be showing their 
understanding of the concept of her 
embodiment through kindly giving me 
a makeover! 



From trash to fashion

Mel McKerchar, Enviroschools facilitator

Welcome to the Enviroschools whanau 
Ranui Kindergarten. To celebrate 
joining the Enviroschools programme, 
Ranui Kindy held a Trash to Fashion 
show where nga tamariki strut their 
stuff on the retro, reused catwalk. Nga 
tamariki, whanau and kaiako worked 
together to make fantastic outfits and 
costumes – all from items you would 
find in your recycling bin. This project 
was the accumulation of two terms 
of mahi – learning about our rubbish 
and recycling, and the protection of 
Papatuanuku. The involvement of 
Ranui whanau was tumeke and there 
was a lot of korero about what nga 
tamariki were sharing at home about 
the discoveries and learning they were 
doing at kindy. The ripple effect of this 
learning will travel a long way! Ranui 
Kindergarten look forward to exploring 
the Enviroschools kaupapa and guiding 
principles in depth and are excited 
about the teaching and learning 
opportunities as we begin our journey!

Enviroschools facilitators 

SOUTHLAND REGIONAL COORDINATOR
Fiona Young –  education@es.govt.nz – 0800 76 88 45

PRIMARY, INTERMEDIATE AND SECONDARY SCHOOL
Pat Hoffmann and Mark Oster – education@es.govt.nz

KINDERGARTEN
Mel McKerchar  – ranuik@ska.co.nz

Wendy McLachlan – Myrossroad@ska.co.nz

Sally Bailey – Leesstreet@ska.co.nz

From trash to fashion at Ranui 
Kindergarten.


