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Kia ora koutou
He tangata he tangata he tangata - it is the people, it is the people, it is the people.

Over the past six months or so I’ve had numerous 
opportunities across our Southland Enviroschools 
network to see the great work of our children 
in their schools and centres. Whilst the 
support of our funding partners and Toimata 
Foundation is important, it is you, the lead 
teachers, caretakers, principals and support 
staff, who empower our children to come up 
with new ideas, learn new information, guide 
them to think critically about an issue and take 
action. Remember, there are many places 
you can look for assistance and ideas - people 
within your schools and communities, 
your facilitators and the resources of the 
Enviroschools programme. I encourage you 
to find opportunities to share what you 
have been doing and to see what others 
have tried.  

Nga mihi nui

Fiona Young 
Enviroschools Southland regional 
coordinator

Enviroschools 

Helping to support the 
development of resilient, 
connected, sustainable 
communities.  Enviroschools 
is empowering a generation of 
people who instinctively think and 
act sustainably.  

Welcome to our new Enviroschools 
and kindergartens
The Enviroschools network is growing in Southland! Since the last newsletter we 
have welcomed four more kindergartens, namely Longbush, Lindisfarne, Oxford 
and Fiordland kindergartens, plus two new facilitators, Sarah Barclay and Paula 
Smith. There are now 40 Enviroschools in Southland.

Congratulations to all those who have completed Enviroschools reflections in 
the last 12 months: Kew Kindergarten (Bronze), Myross Road / Nature Discovery 

(Bronze), Rimu School (Bronze), Tokanui 
School (Bronze), Te Anau School (Green-Gold), 
Glengarry Kindergarten (Bronze), Gore Main 
School (Green-Gold). We’re so proud of you. 

Enviroschools 
Nationwide Census 
2017

In 2017, Toimata Foundation, the 
national support organisation for 
the Enviroschools programme, 
undertook a nationwide census of 
the Enviroschools network.  The 
response rate was high, and we 
now have a wealth of valuable 
information for reporting and on-
going programme development.

Refer to the poster enclosed with 
this newsletter for a summary of 
key findings from the census.



Loving the new Theme Areas resources

Pat Hoffmann, Enviroschools facilitator

Have you had a chance to try out the 
shiny new Theme Areas resources yet? 
I think they’re beautifully designed, 
and if you haven’t used them, I’d 
really encourage you to have a look. 
They hold some gems! Some of my 
favourites are:

• the “Riparian Habitat Assessment” 
method in the Water of Life theme 
area

• the “What if scenarios” in the 
Living Landscapes theme area

• the “Journey towards Zero Waste” 
case study in the Zero Waste theme 
area

The Theme Areas provide relevant, 
meaningful contexts for learning and 
link to all learning areas. The resources 
are printed as separate booklets. They 

are stored in a folder along with loose-
leaf case studies that share some of 
the amazing innovation and learning 
happening in Enviroschools across the 
country.

Every Enviroschool should have 
already received three of the freshly 
updated Theme Areas:  Zero Waste, 
Living Landscapes and Water of 
Life. The other two Theme Areas, 
Ecological Building and Energy, will 
be sent out later this year. I can’t 
wait to see them! 

Enviroschools offers a range of 
other helpful resources to support 
the work you’re doing in your 
kindergartens and schools. If you 
want to know more about what’s 
available, have a chat with your 
facilitator. 

2018 Southland Regional Enviroschools Hui

Mark Oster, Enviroschools facilitator

On 21 March about 150 students and 
adults from Southland Enviroschools 
braved the wet for a fun day of 
learning and interaction at beautiful 
Curio Bay in the Catlins. The theme of 
the hui was Te takutai roa – the longest 
coastline - and activities had a focus on 

all things marine and coast. Activities 
included beach art, sea lions, Otago 
University’s Aquavan, looking through 
the new interpretation centre, tree 
planting, exploring the fossil forest, 
bush activities, the Whale Chasers film, 
yellow-eyed penguin spotting, boating 

safety and animal pests. Several 
schools camped overnight and I am 
pretty sure everyone had a fun time. 
Thank you all for making it a great day 
and if you want to see photos go to 
the education section of Environment 
Southland’s website – www.es.govt.nz.



Enviroschools to explore their coastal connections

This term, the NZ Marine Studies 
Centre will tour the Mataura River 
catchment with their new Aquavan, 
visiting schools and community halls 
along the way. 

Students from several Enviroschools 
will be able to meet marine scientists, 
interact with live marine animals in 
mobile touch tanks and learn about 
marine ecosystems through fun, 
hands-on activities. Students will do 
simple experiments to look at how 
changing water quality affects our local 
marine species. 

To find out more about the Aquavan 
and the Marine Studies Centre, visit 
www.marine.ac.nz.

What’s been happening in our kindergarten Enviroschools?

Wendy McLachlan, Enviroschools facilitator

The Enviroschools programme 
continues to be strong throughout 
many kindergartens in Southland. 

During the last term break, 
Kindergartens South held a Kaiako Hui, 
inviting all the kindergarten kaiako 
who are involved in the Enviroschools 
programme. Fiona from Environment 
Southland joined us and gave an 
overview of how Enviroschools looks in 
Southland. 

Sally started the hui off by doing an 
activity from the Enviroschools kit 
that gave nga kaiako the opportunity 
to gain a greater understanding of 
how Māori perspectives could be 
woven through the Enviroschools 
programme within our individual 
kindergartens. Mel then used the ‘Me 
and My Environment’ poster to help us 
learn how to identify the five guiding 
principles. We then did two activities 
from the ‘Zero Waste’ theme book. 

There was lots of robust discussion 
throughout the hui and we all had 
great fun getting to know each other 
better while learning about what was 
happening in each kindergarten. 

Myross Road/Nature Discovery 
reflected at bronze level last year. 
Because Nature Discovery is a unique 
programme in itself, Katie Higgins from 
the Enviroschools national team was 
involved in the reflection process and 
a book was created to document how 
the reflection was done. This book is 
available for all to view. Just call the 
Kindergartens South head office if 
you would like to get hold of a copy to 
read. 

Kindergartens South now has 
five trained facilitators and 12 
kindergartens that are fully signed up 
to the programme.

OPPORTUNITY TO SEE THE AQUAVAN
All are welcome to attend the public event on 1 August at the Mataura 
Community Centre, from 6-8pm. Enquiries to education@es.govt.nz.



Enviroschools facilitators 

DISTRICT COUNCIL
SOUTHLAND

What have our Green-Gold Enviroschools been up to?

Te Anau School 
Te Anau School successfully completed 
their Green-Gold reflection in 
November. Principal Grant Excell 
said “After a mighty welcome by the 
whole school, 10 students showed 
the team around our school, spoke 
about different projects we have 
been working on and took them on a 
tour. The team were blown away by 
what we are doing with Kids Restore 
the Kepler, the way we have helped 
out in the community this year and 
the class projects such as building 
toys for our local kea and the chess 
and checkers board Room 6 have 
made. The children spoke proudly 
and knowledgeably about our school 
and surroundings. Our community 
connections and the help we receive 
from locals shone through brightly 
too.” Well done, Te Anau! 

Gore Main School
In April, Gore Main School completed 
their Green-Gold reflection after several 
months of gathering evidence and 
reflecting. Teacher Nicola Millar said: 
“We are excited and proud to report that 
Gore Main School is now a Green-Gold 
Enviroschool! It was an all-day affair and 
everybody had a wonderful day.” To see 

the full details of the reflection day and 
see the video and photos, visit www.
envirogroupgoremainschool.blogspot.
co.nz.

Waverley Kindergarten
At Waverley Kindergarten, the kaiako 
and tamariki have been on a journey to 
go plastic bag free. After lots of noticing, 
exploring, investigating and action-
taking they decided to make their own 
boomerang bags out of old T-shirts. 
Teacher Jess said “As a Green Gold 
Enviroschools kindergarten we are driven 
to empower tamariki in an unhurried 
and meaningful way to discover that 
they have an ecological identity, where 
they recognise that one small change can 
make a big difference in their Ao (world).” 
Keep up the good work, Waverley!

Limehills School
Limehills School recently adopted a 
new charter - their strategic plan for 
the next three years. One of their 
desired outcomes is that “MRSLE [the 
Enviroschools guiding principles] will 
be embedded in our school culture... 
and will guide our curriculum planning 
across all learning areas”. In other 
sweet news, Limehills School were 
delighted to harvest the first crop of 
honey from their school beehive. Yum!

Otama School

In February, Otama School students 
visited the Southern Field Days at 
Waimumu where they presented 
Environment Southland with a set of 
paintings and captions describing what 
they value about Southland.

SOUTHLAND REGIONAL COORDINATOR
Fiona Young –  education@es.govt.nz – 0800 76 88 45

PRIMARY, INTERMEDIATE & SECONDARY SCHOOL
Pat Hoffmann and Mark Oster – education@es.govt.nz

KINDERGARTEN
Mel McKerchar  – ranuik@ska.co.nz    |    Wendy McLachlan – Myrossroad@ska.co.nz 
Sally Bailey – Leesstreet@ska.co.nz  |  Sarah Barclay – oxford.kindy@ska.co.nz  |  Paula Smith – lindis@ska.co.nz

Southland is important to me because I 
live here and I want to live in a safe and 
healthy environment and I like to swim 
in our clean rivers and beaches. My 
school is doing Enviroschools and I like 
to learn how to plant, grow and harvest 
food. I also like to learn new things in 
our environment. 

Sophie


