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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

1 This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the Southland 

Regional Council (Council) in respect of the appeals against the 

Council's decision on the proposed Southland Water and Land Plan 

(pSWLP).  

2 In its Minute dated 25 July 2018, the Court indicated that a pre-hearing 

conference was tentatively scheduled for Friday 17 August 2018 in 

Invercargill.  

3 Unfortunately, the Council’s Policy and Planning Manager, Lucy Hicks, is 

not available on 17 August 2018.  Ms Hicks is responsible for managing 

the pSWLP appeals in respect of the Council’s role as Respondent in 

these proceedings.  Ms Hicks also has delegated authority in respect of 

the pSWLP appeals.  It is anticipated that Ms Hicks will attend some of 

the mediations (depending on the particular topic) without Counsel (but 

with an expert planning witness). 

4 The Council’s Director of Policy, Planning and Regulatory Services is 

also unavailable on 17 August 2018.  

5 Although a pre-hearing conference generally addresses procedural 

matters, Counsel considers that it would be preferable for Ms Hicks to 

attend the pre-hearing conference, particularly as the conference will 

form the basis of the Court’s directions in respect of the conduct and 

disposition of the proceedings.  

Directions 

6 Accordingly, Counsel respectfully requests that the pre-hearing 

conference be scheduled for a day in the range of 21 August 2018 to  

23 August 2018.  
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