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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

1 This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the Southland 

Regional Council (Council) in respect of the appeals against the 

Council's decision on the proposed Southland Water and Land Plan.  In 

particular, this Memorandum relates to the further work the parties’ 

experts are completing to develop indicators of ecological and cultural 

health for Southland’s waterbodies.  

Is a further facilitated expert conference required? 

2 In its Minute dated 13 September 2019, the Court directed that the 

parties confirm by Tuesday 29 October 2019 whether a further combined 

facilitated expert conference of two to three days is required in the week 

of either 11 November 2019 or 18 November 2019.  

3 Counsel for the parties liaised with their respective experts, who 

confirmed that a further facilitated expert conference is required.  

Preferred dates for further facilitated expert conference 

4 In the Memorandum of Counsel for the Council dated  

20 September 2019, Counsel set out the unavailability of the 

conferencing experts during the weeks of 11 and 18 November 2019.1  

Counsel notes that in addition to those persons and dates set out in that 

Memorandum, Dr Snelder is now unavailable from  

11 to 15 November 2019. 

5 As set out in the Memorandum dated 20 September 2019, and taking 

into account the Court’s preference that the conference take place in the 

week of 18 November 2019, Counsel suggests that the best dates for a 

further facilitated expert conference remain 20 to 22 November 2019. 

6 Counsel for the Council notes that some experts consider the length of 

the further expert conference may be able to be reduced to  

1.5 to 2 days.  Notwithstanding this, Counsel for the Council considers 

that the full three days should be set aside to ensure that sufficient time 

is allowed.  

 

                                                

1 Memorandum of Counsel for Southland Regional Council dated 20 September 2019 at 
[10]. 
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Location of further facilitated expert conference 

7 As set out at paragraphs [17] to [19] of the Memorandum dated  

20 September 2019, the Council’s preferred location for a further 

facilitated expert conference is Invercargill.   

8 Counsel notes the Court’s advice in its Minute dated 23 September 2019 

that it has no issues as to holding the November conference in 

Invercargill. 

9 Accordingly, Counsel for the Council respectfully requests that the 

further facilitated conference take place in Invercargill.  

Directions sought 

10 Counsel respectfully seeks directions that a further facilitated expert 

conference be set down for 20 to 22 November 2019 in Invercargill, to 

allow for the continuation of the experts’ work on developing ecological 

and cultural indicators of health for Southland’s waterbodies.  

DATED this 29th day of October 2019 

      

.............................................................. 

P A C Maw / A M Langford 

Counsel for the Southland Regional Council 
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