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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

1 This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the Southland 

Regional Council (Council) in respect of the appeals against the 

Council's decision on the proposed Southland Water and Land Plan. 

2 At paragraph [18] of the Minute dated 29 October 2021, the Court 

directed the Council to, having conferred with the parties, file a 

memorandum by Friday 5 November 2021 giving the following 

(preferable agreed) details:1 

(i) parties are to confirm per paragraph [9] if they object to 

remote conferencing; 

(ii) the specific date and sequencing of conferences; 

(iii) the number of persons anticipated to attend each 

conference; 

(iv) the estimated time required for conferencing; 

(v) if appropriate, facilities required; and 

(vi) the most suitable location for conferencing if face to face. 

Parties are to consider whether alternative locations such as 

Christchurch or Wellington are suitable. 

3 Counsel for the Council has conferred with the parties in relation to the 

above issues and sets out the parties’ positions on these matters below.  

4 This Memorandum also addresses other conferencing related issues.  

Method of conferencing 

5 No party objects to conferencing with some or all persons attending by 

AVL, although some have noted that it would be preferred to conference 

in person.  

6 The Council, DairyNZ & Fonterra, Ballance Agri-Nutrients, the Director-

General of Conservation, Ngā Rūnanga, and Forest & Bird and Fish & 

Game would prefer a full AVL conference, as opposed to a hybrid.  

Southwood Export Limited would prefer an in-person or hybrid 

 

1 Minute dated 29 October 2021, at [18]. 
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conference.  All other parties expressed no preference in relation to the 

method of conferencing.   

Proposed conferencing schedule 

7 The parties agree that the following expert conferences are required: 

(a) Planning; 

(b) Science / Water Quality; 

(c) Farm Systems; 

(d) Forestry; and 

(e) Ecology. 

8 The Council prepared a draft conferencing schedule and circulated this 

to the parties for comment.  Analysis of the parties’ responses with 

respect to availability has indicated that for some topics there are not 

sufficient days available where all relevant experts can attend.   

9 Counsel for the Council continues to liaise with parties to find dates that 

are suitable for all conferences.  Accordingly, an extension of time to file 

a final schedule of expert conferences, until Tuesday 9 November 2021, 

is sought.  

10 Counsel notes that the Record of Pre-Hearing Conference dated 22 

October2 and Minute dated 29 October3 stated that expert conferencing 

would occur on 17 – 26 November or 22 November – 10 December.  

Due to limited availability of experts over this time period, the proposed 

schedule is likely to include conferencing during both of these periods.  If 

it is considered necessary, Counsel respectfully seeks leave for those 

directions referenced above to be amended to allow for conferencing 

throughout the period beginning 17 November and ending 10 December.  

Numbers attending conferencing  

11 The estimated number of attendees expected at each conference is set 

out below.   

(a) Planning – 15. 

 

2 At Attachment A. 
3 At [5]. 
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(b) Science / Water Quality – 8. 

(c) Farm Systems – 13. 

(d) Forestry – 6. 

(e) Ecology – 6. 

12 As the Council has not yet finalised its responses to parties’ relief, and 

so it is not yet known how many factual disputes there may be, this is 

necessarily an estimate which may be refined in due course. 

Location and facilities required (if in-person conferencing) 

13 If a hybrid method of conferencing is directed, most parties consider that 

Christchurch is the most suitable location for in-person conferencing. 

Forest & Bird and Fish & Game would prefer that any in-person planning 

conferencing occur in Invercargill.  

14 The parties also consider that the following facilities will need to be 

made available for those parties attending in-person: 

(a) Projector and screen, and a computer to run the same. 

(b) Microphones & speakers (in sufficient numbers so that persons 

participating remotely can hear/be heard). 

(c) Whiteboard (although this may not be necessary if most/many 

experts are attending remotely). 

Scribe 

15 The Council has offered to provide a scribe for each of the conferences.  

No parties have objected to the scribe proposed.  

Agenda 

16 Counsel for the Council seeks an amendment to the direction4 to file 

agenda 5 working days prior to each conference commencing.   

17 The Schedule provides for conferencing to start only three working days 

after the Council files its response to relief sought and Will Says 

statements on 12 November 2021.  Further, the first technical 

conferencing following the first planning conference begins on the third 

 

4 At [11] of Minute dated 29 October 2021. 
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working day after the end of the first planning conference.  It is proposed 

that this first planning conference will be used to refine areas of 

disagreement but also to determine specific questions for technical 

experts to consider.   

18 Accordingly, Counsel for the Council seeks that: 

(a) an agenda for the first planning conference be circulated by 

Tuesday 16 November; 

(b) an agenda for the science/water quality conferences be circulated 

by Monday 22 November; 

(c) an agenda for the farm systems conferences be circulated by 

Wednesday 24 November; 

(d) an agenda for the ecology conferences be circulated by Thursday 

25 November; and 

(e) an agenda for the forestry conferences be circulated by Friday 26 

November. 

 

DATED this 5th day of November 2021 

 

 

.............................................................. 

P A C Maw / A M Langford 

Counsel for the Southland Regional Council 
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