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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT

1. In a Minute dated 5 March 2019 the Court directed that Counsel wishing to

be excused from attending the Topic A hearings seek leave from the Court.

2. The cases for the Southland Fish & Game Council and RFBPS for the Topic
A hearing are very much aligned. Counsel for these two parties seek leave
that during the course of the two week hearing, either Ms Gepp or Ms
Ongley will be present, but that one or other Counsel may be excused (at
times where their client has no or limited interest in the relevant part of the
hearing). The Court will not be required to keep track of the comings and
goings of Counsei because Counsei will be in close contact for the duration
of the hearing and, as stated, either Ms Gepp or Ms Ongley will be present
at all times.

3. In particular, Ms Gepp is appearing in the High Court in Dunedin on 5 and
6 June in relation to an appeal concerning the Otago Regional Policy
Statement, and accordingly will not be able to appear in the Environment
Court on those dates. The hearing timetable that the Council has proposed
would see RFBPS’s case presented in the following week, so this absence
will have limited impact on RFPBS's participation in the hearing, in light of
the arrangement with Ms Ongley described above.

4. This arrangement also means that where Fish & Game and RFBPS both
seek to cross-examine witnesses, Ms Ongley and Ms Gepp will endeavour
as far as possible to divide those witnesses between them so that only one

of them cross-examines, thereby reducing overall cross-examination time.

5. Counsel respectfully seeks leave for the above arrangement.
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