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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT

1 This memorandum responds to the Court’s direction at [19] and [27](b) of
the Record of Pre-Hearing Conference dated 3 March 2023.

2 Meridian Energy Limited agrees with the suggestion made by Ms Williams
for the Director-General of Conservation! in relation to the Court's
proposed amendment to Rule 51(e)>.

3  The proposed reference to Rule 51(b) in Rule 51(e) should be deleted for
the reason Ms Williams gives. The proposed reference in Rule 51(e) to
Rule 51(d) should be retained for clarity.

4  Counsel submits that Rule 51(e) should read (Court Version with strike
through):

“(e) Notwithstanding Rule 51(b)and Rule 51(d) the diversion of water from
a natural wetland for the purpose of land drainage is a non-complying
activity.”

[ Vel isan-

Stephen Christensen
Counsel for Meridian Energy Limited
3 March 2023

L As set out in the table attached to Ms William’s memorandum dated 16 February 2023

2 The Record of Pre-Hearing Conference at [18] refers to the Court’'s proposed amendment to
Rule 51(d). Counsel assumes this reference is a typographical error and that the reference
should be to Rule 51(e) (as per the blue shading in the Court Version of the Plan — Annexure 5
to the Fifth Interim Decision)
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