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(ENV-2018-CHC-31)

DAIRYNZ LIMITED
(ENV-2018-CHC-32)

H W RICHARDSON GROUP
(ENV-2018-CHC-33)
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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT

1

This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the Southland
Regional Council (Council) regarding the appeals on the proposed
Southland Water and Land Plan (pSWLP).

This memorandum responds to the Court’s direction arising from the
Record of Pre-Hearing Conference, directing the Regional Council to file
a memorandum clarifying whether, in the context of sacrifice paddocks,
the Farm Environment Management Plan (FEMP) is to address
cattle/deer or all stock, and to propose further amendments to the
pSWLP on this topic (as may be required).

Council’s position with respect to sacrifice paddocks

3

The FEMP should address all high-risk activities, given the permitted
activity rule framework in the pSWLP for farming activities, and this
should include sheep on ‘sacrifice paddocks’ or when they are managed
in a similar way as to intensive winter grazing activites.

The winter grazing plan specifically addresses stock other than cattle
and deer, through item (c) at [12] of Appendix N, where the list of
activities that require a winter grazing plan are identified:

(c)  for stock other than cattle, where pasture is to provide less than
50% of the animal’s diet and supplementary feed will be offered on
the paddock; ...

On this basis, the winter grazing plan requires specific consideration of
sheep on the equivalent of a sacrifice paddock.

In addition, [13(b)(i)] of Appendix N requires the winter grazing plan to
identify any critical source areas and how stock (i.e., not just cattle or
deer) are to be excluded from those areas.

Clarification regarding setbacks or a specific requirement for exclusion of
sheep from water bodies could be added to [13(g)(ii)] of Appendix N.
However, a specific setback distance is not preferred as the FEMP is
intended to give some flexibility as to the ultimate response, based on
the specific conditions on-farm.

Accordingly, no specific amendments are proposed to the pSWLP on
this topic, despite the definition of “sacrifice paddock” proposed. As set
out above, there are other requirements in Appendix N that would apply



to sheep and ensure that the high-risk aspects of sheep farming
activities are able to be addressed through the FEMP.
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