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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

Introduction 

1 This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the Southland 

Regional Council (Council). The purpose of this Memorandum is to 

update the Court regarding the recent gazettal of the Resource 

Management (Freshwater Farm Plans) Regulations 2023 (Regulations) 

and the Resource Management (Application of Part 9A – Freshwater 

Farm Plans) Order 2023 (Order), and to seek a direction to file evidence 

regarding the Regulations, the Order, and the timing issues that arise as 

a result.  

Freshwater Farm Plan Regulations 

2 The Regulations address the requirements for the contents of 

Freshwater Farm Plans and the certification and auditing processes 

associated with those Plans, amongst other matters.  

3 The Order provides that the Regulations take effect in the Southland 

region at different points in time, on a Freshwater Management Unit 

(FMU) basis. Specifically, the Regulations apply in the following FMUs 

from the following dates: 

(a)  Aparima FMU – 1 August 2023; 

(b) Fiordland and Islands FMU – 1 August 2023; 

(c) Ōreti FMU – 1 February 2024; 

(d) Waiau FMU – 1 February 2024; and 

(e) Mataura FMU – 1 July 2024.  

4 The interplay between the Regulations and the requirements of 

Appendix N to the proposed Southland Water and Land Plan is complex 

and is further complicated by the staged approach to the application of 

the Regulations throughout the region (taking into account the operation 

of section 20A of the RMA also).   

5 Accordingly, the Council seeks leave to file evidence regarding the 

Regulations and the timing implications that arise from the staged 

approach to the application of the Regulations, as set out in the Order, to 

assist the Court.  
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6 The Council does not anticipate that the evidence would be contentious 

(noting that the Council does not intend to address the interpretation of 

the Regulations themselves). To this end, it is anticipated that the 

evidence could be filed with the consent of all parties. 

Directions sought 

7 The Council is to file evidence regarding the Regulations and the timing 

implications by Friday, 23 June 2023. 

  

DATED this 15th day of June 2023 

 

 

.............................................................. 

P A C Maw / I F Edwards 

Counsel for the Southland Regional Council 

 


