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MINUTE OF THE ENVIRONMENT COURT
(2 August 2018)

[1] The registrar has referred to us the memorandum of counsel on behalf of the
Southland Regional Council (‘the Council’) dated 1 August 2018 in relation to the

proposed pre-hearing conference (‘PHC’) date.

[2] The Council’'s memorandum records that two Council officers would not be
available to attend the pre-hearing conference tentatively indicated to be on 17 August
2018 and asks whether this could be rescheduled for either 21 or 23 August 2018. It
notes that one of those officers, Ms Hicks, should preferably attend in view of her role in
regard to the proposed plan. It does not disclose the circumstances that make those

officers unavailable.

[3] Unfortunately, 21 and 23 August are unsuitable dates for the court (Judge
Hassan). The circumstances that preclude those dates are personal and it is sufficient
to record that they are not moveable. That leaves two options, namely proceeding on 17
August (undesirable if Ms Hicks cannot attend) or scheduling the PHC for some time in
early September (at this stage, after the first week in September). Before the choice for

a September date is made, given it has implications for all parties, urgent further




clarification is sought of why Ms Hicks is not available on the proposed date and whether

those circumstances are not moveable.

[4] The Council is directed to file a further memorandum giving explanation of the
circumstances precluding Ms Hicks’ availability, and whether this cannot be resolved, or
covered by counsel and/or another officer, by Friday 3 August 2018. In the meantime,
parties should keep 17 August 2018 available.
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