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Introduction

In the present absence of Judge Borthwick on leave, I have been referred the

memorandum of counsel on behalf of the Southland Regional Council (“SRC”) dated 20

September 2019 and have conferred with Commissioner Hodges in consideration of it.

[1]

Counsel for SRC (having conferred with the other parties) responded to the

court's request for details regarding the upcoming expert conferences and has sought

leave for Mr Rodway to be excused from attending the conference set down on 14 - 16

October 2019.

[2]

It was previously directed1 that Mr Rodway and Ms Cain are to attend the expert

conferences. However, counsel advises that Mr Rodway is unavailable on the above

dates but will be available to assist in any matters relating to groundwater in advance of

and after the expert conference. Given that the programme of work is not to conclude

until 29 November 2019, and there is sufficient opportunity for Mr Rodway to be involved

[3]

Minute of the Environment Court dated 13 September 2019 at [12].

pSWLP -MINUTE 23 SEPTEMBER 2019



2

in the development of indicators, I grant Mr Rodway leave to be excused from attending

the October conference.

I note that, while Ms Cain is unavailable on 14 October 2019, it is important she

attend the conference on 15 and 16 October.
[4]

Counsel for SRC report that, at the time of filing, the Waiau Rivercare Group had

yet to instruct counsel and therefore would be filing a separate memorandum once

receiving instructions. While I can indicate in principle that there should be no difficulty

in adding relevant expert(s) from the Group to the list of attendees, it is important that

Counsel file a memorandum to inform the court, in a timely way, of the Group’s position.

A direction is made to do so by Friday 27 September 2019.

[5]

The court would like to thank counsel and the experts for agreeing to conference

in Christchurch in October and confirms it has no issues as to holding the November

conference in Invercargill.

[6]

Directions

Accordingly, it is directed that

(a) Mr Rodway is excused from attending the expert conference set down on

Monday 14 October 2019 -Wednesday 16 October 2019;

(b) Waiau River Group must, by memorandum of counsel to be filed by Friday

27 September 2019, inform the court and parties of those expert(s) to be

attending the scheduled conferencing.

[7]

Leave is reserved for parties to apply for further directions.[8]

J J M Hassan
Environment Judge
Issued: 2 3 SEP 2019
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