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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

1 This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the Southland 

Regional Council (Council) in respect of the appeals against the 

Council's decision on the proposed Southland Water and Land Plan and 

addresses case management matters.   

2 In its Minute dated 11 July 2022, the Court issued draft timetabling 

directions that were discussed in Court on Friday 8 July 2022. The Court 

also reserved leave for the parties to seek further (or other) directions 

and directed any amendments to the draft timetable to be proposed by 

Tuesday 12 July 2022.  

3 Having reflected on the draft timetable, the Council is concerned that the 

quality of work able to be produced in that time will be compromised.  

Further, the Council’s witness, Mr McCallum-Clark, is currently isolating 

following a household contact testing positive for COVID-19.  In the 

event that Mr McCallum-Clark also contracts the virus, the Council’s 

ability to provide the Court with evidence that adequately addresses the 

Court’s remaining concerns will be further compromised. 

4 Accordingly, the Council respectfully proposes the following 

amendments to the draft timetable (suggested amendments shown in 

underline, suggested deletions shown in strikethrough): 

 

SRC is to file supplementary legal 
submissions setting out legal principles 
concerning scope of relief  
 

12 July 2022  
 

Counsel to propose directions re: sense 
check.  

 

13 July 2022  

 

Third Farm Systems and Planning JWS 
together with s 32AA to be filed.  

 

21 July 2022  

 

Counsel to confirm party position on final 
wording of provisions addressed in Third 
Farm Systems and Planning JWS.  

 

22 July 2022  

 

Appellants and s274 parties are to 
circulate their final wording for provisions.  

 

1327 July 2022  
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Any party disputing scope for relief is to 
file a memorandum identifying the 
relevant provision and briefly stating the 
basis for the challenge.  

 

1529 July 2022  

 

Mr McCallum-Clark to file his final reply 
and s 32AA report.  

 

20 July 3 August 2022  

 

Presentation of and questions on Third 
Farm Systems and Planning JWS 
 
 

8-9 August 20221 

Mr McCallum-Clark to be recalled to give 
evidence.  

 

25 July 8-9 August 2022  

 

Unless a different order is required, 
closing submissions are to be given in 
reverse order to opening submissions. In 
closing, parties are to address scope for 
the relief being pursued.  
 

28-29 July 15-16 August 2022 (withand 
3-425-26 August 2022 reserved in case 
of availability issues on 15-16 August) 

 

 

5 The Council recognises that these changes will likely delay the issuing of 

the Court’s decision.  However, the Council also wants to ensure that it 

is able to present quality material that will best assist the Court in its 

decision-making process. 

6 Counsel for the Council has liaised with parties regarding the suggested 

amendments.  There is broad agreement between most of the parties 

regarding the need to extend the timetable,2 and all counsel’s availability 

for closing submissions can be accommodated in the suggested 

amendments.3   

 

1 We note that Ms Gepp and Ms Carruthers are both unable on 8 August 2022.  If both 
counsel have questions on the Third Farm Systems and Planning JWS, this will need to 
be accommodated on 9 August 2022.  Similarly, counsel for Ravensdown, Mr Mark 
Christensen is also unavailable on 8-9 August 2022.  If Mr Christensen has questions on 
the JWS or for Mr McCallum-Clark, alternative arrangements will need to be made.  

2 Fish & Game and Forest & Bird appreciate the Council’s position with respect to the 
quality of the material it can produce, but would prefer to complete the hearing in a 
timeframe that enables a decision from the Court this year, if possible.   

3 Mr Garbett, counsel for the Territorial Authorities, has not responded.   
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Directions sought 

7 The Council respectfully seeks an amended timetable as set out above 

at paragraph 4.  

 

DATED this 12th day of July 2022 

 

 

.............................................................. 

P A C Maw / A M Langford 

Counsel for the Southland Regional Council 
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