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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

1 This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the Southland 

Regional Council (Council) in respect of the appeals against the 

Council's decision on the proposed Southland Water and Land Plan.   

2 By Minute dated 16 June 2022, the Court set out a series of questions it 

has for the planners and farm systems experts.  The Council was 

directed to liaise with the Parties and report to the Court on whether 

those questions are to be answered by way of expert conferencing or 

further evidence exchanged.1   

3 The Council has liaised with the Parties as directed.  With the exception 

of the Dairy Interest Parties (whose position is set out below), the 

Council and Parties propose that a single joint expert conferencing 

session be held (with both planners and farms systems experts 

attending).   

4 The Dairy Interests do not consider that meaningful progress will be 

made at expert conferencing.  The Dairy Interests would prefer 

supplementary evidence to be prepared by Dr Monaghan and Mr 

McCallum-Clark, and for that to be made available prior to the hearing 

re-convening on 6 July 2022.  The Dairy Interest parties consider that 

this will ensure that those parties who are still to present evidence have 

an opportunity to comment.   

Proposed date for expert conferencing 

5 Due to limited availability of experts, the proposed expert conferencing 

session must take place on either Wednesday 22 or Thursday 23 June.  

Counsel is liaising with the Parties to confirm arrangements.  

Clarification sought 

6 To ensure that the outcome of conferencing addresses all of the Court’s 

questions appropriately, Counsel seeks clarification of two questions 

asked of the planners in the Minute dated 16 June 2022: 

(a) At paragraph 16, should the second sentence say “policy” rather 

than “rule”? 

 

1 Minute dated 16 June 2022 at [33]. 
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(b) The purpose of the question at paragraph 19 is not clear as there 

appears to be some words missing.   

 

DATED this 20th day of June 2022 

 

 

.............................................................. 

P A C Maw / A M Langford 

Counsel for the Southland Regional Council 
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