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MAY IT PLEASE THE COURT 

1 This Memorandum of Counsel is filed on behalf of the Southland 

Regional Council (Council) in respect of the appeals against the 

Council's decision on the proposed Southland Water and Land Plan.   

Background 

2 On 8 February 2022, Counsel filed a Memorandum setting out the 

parties’ positions on the matters addressed in the 10 December 2021 

Planning Joint Witness Statement (10 December JWS).  This 

Memorandum indicated, for a number of provisions, that all interested 

parties agreed with the outcome for provisions set out in the 10 

December JWS. 

3 In the Record of Pre-Hearing Conference dated 15 February 2022, the 

Court directed that, if the planners rely on technical expert evidence to 

inform the agreed amendments to the provisions, further evidence is 

required from those technical experts.1   

4 On 18 February 2022, Counsel filed a Memorandum identifying the 

technical witnesses the planners relied on to inform the agreed 

provisions. 

Dr Monaghan’s attendance at the all of parties hearing 

5 One of the technical experts identified in the 18 February 2022 

Memorandum was Dr Ross Monaghan.   

6 Dr Monaghan’s expertise was considered necessary to support matters 

relating to critical source area management, setbacks, and intensive 

winter grazing.  In particular, his expertise was relevant to the (then) 

agreed Policy 16.2 

7 Since the 18 February Memorandum was filed, parties have filed their 

rebuttal evidence and memoranda setting out the final relief they seek.  

It is now apparent, on the basis of that evidence and those memoranda, 

that the provisions where full agreement has been reached has 

narrowed.  Counsel filed a Memorandum on 7 March 2022 which set out 

 

1 Record of Pre-Hearing Conference dated 15 February 2022 at [10] and [11]. 
2 Policy 16 was identified in the Memorandum dated 8 February 2022 as being agreed as 

between the parties.  



4 

 

at Appendix A the limited matters on which parties are still agreed and 

which are to be considered at the all of parties hearing. 

8 Dr Monaghan’s evidence and expertise is not relevant to the matters set 

out in Appendix A to the 7 March Memorandum.  On the basis that his 

evidence will not be of use to the Court in the all of parties hearing, 

Counsel seeks leave for Dr Monaghan to be excused from attending the 

all of parties hearing.  

9 For the avoidance of doubt, Counsel confirms that Dr Monaghan will be 

called by the Council to give evidence in relation to the matters which 

remain in dispute during the disputed provisions hearing.  

 

DATED this 11th day of March 2022 

 

 

.............................................................. 

P A C Maw / A M Langford 

Counsel for the Southland Regional Council 
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